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MOST GRACIOUS PERMISSION, 
THE FOLLOWING WORK 
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\ 
css dl Maid bat and 


BVas irtevocablo la of the ſtate, | 
+”; all the ſons: and daughters of the 
royal houſe. of Abiſſinia were decreed. 
4 pals, their days in a delightful, re- 
treat, named the happy valley, except 
ſuch as were, from time to time, 
called by order of ſucceſſion to the 
throne. Raſſelas, the emperor's fourth 
fon, [weary of being ſecluded from 
the world, makes his eſcape by the 
aſſiſtance of Imlac, a poet and philg- 
ſopher, and viſits Egypt, accompa- 
nied by his favourite fiſter Nekayah, 
and her attendant Pekuah. They ex- 

amine different ſtations and -profefe _ - 
be: a of men, and contract a ffiend- 
A 3 ſhip 
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ſhip with an aſtronomer, poſſeſſed of 
dec ſoience and an excellent hrart, 
but who had fallen into a ſpecies of 
| viſt jonary ' madneſs; by which he Was 
. led to imagine himſelf endued with 
A power to regulate and diſtribute 
the various ſeaſons of the year, and 
changes of the weather, till his in- 
tercourſe with the travellers diffi- 
pates this mental delufion. After 
many fruitleſs enquiries in ſearch of 
a life of happineſs, Raſſelas and Ne- 
Kayah, with their companions and 
the aſtronomer, reſolve to return to 
the happy valley. aft 2227 


Such is the at plan. #7 the | 
inimitable tale of RAssELAS PRINCE 
OP. ABISSINIA, written by the late 

. Dr. 


AN HND iv 


Dr. Johnſbn, which it has been 
thought neceſſary to prefix as an in- 
troduction to the following r 
29161 sd b2yysnilsb 10 ba in 
„Sig John Hawkips,-in his life of 
Dr. J chnſon, ſays, that t the Writer 
had an intention of marrying. bj 
hero, and placing him, in 158 8585 


permanent ;felicit.” Thi, pallago 
ſuggeſted the idea of the continua- 


IV 


tion now offered, with, the | greateſt 
diffidence, to the reader, and. 9 


91 


any one's of a Jain and pref 3 5 y 


# #+4i_4 


e and e knowledg 
the, author of RassELAs, LS; 
equally , raſh, with that of the 1 5 


to bend the bow of VIyles. 
EMA 5 2 . | It 


vil 'INTRODWETION. 


It is indeed much to hederoncd 
a the ſame pencil which ſo forcibly 
painted the evils attendant on huma- 
nity, had not delineated the fairer 
proſpect. That fuch a proſpe&t ex- 
iſts, will ſcarcely be denied; and if 
the narrative of Dry AR BAS, however 
defeQtive, "ſhall be found to 8rd 
any conſdlation or fel ief o the 
wretched traveller, terrifled and dif- 
heartened at the rugged paths of 
life, this reflection will com penſate 
the want of getiius and literary fame 
of i its author, who, under the veil 
of concealment, anxiouſly awaits the 
judgment of the critic, not wholly 
without ambition to merit the favour 
and indulgence of a x candid Public! 
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A TALE. 


CHAP. I. —_ 
REFLECTIONS ON [42 RETURN 10 SUS 
HAPPY VALLEY: 


HE inundation having ſubſided, 
the prince and princeſs with their 
companions left Cairo, and proceeded on 
the way to Abiſſinia: the journey was 
long and tedious, and their reflections on 
their return were by no means ſatisfac- 


tory. 


« Are we then,” ſaid Raſſelas, no 
wiſer than when we ſet out; or have 


„ 


"= we 


\ 
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we only learned, that' all enquiries after 
happineſs are vain, and that a ſtate of 
mere vegetation is the higheſt degree of 
felicity which mortals are permitted to 
obtain in this world ?” 


« We have, at leaſt,” anſwered the 
princeſs, © acquired ſufficient knowledge 
to inſtruct thoſe whom we formerly left 
behind, and whomgwe are now going to 
rejoin: we may convince them by our ex- 
perience of the fallacy of human enjoy- 
ments; we may guard them againſt the 
deluſive powers of imagination, and teach 
them to be contented with that ſtate which, 
by our example, they will find preferable 
to the ſeveral occupations of life.“ 


« Not only this,” ſaid Pekuah, © but 
we ſhall add to their amuſements the re- 
lation of the various ſcenes we have met 


with on our travels: our converſation will 
1 be 
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be ſought for, becauſe we can inſtruct and | 
entertain; and while we renew our paſt 
/ pleaſures by relating them, ſheltered from 
the ſtormy of life, the memory of the dan- 
gers we have eſcaped, and the hardſhips 
we have undergone, will give a higher 
reliſh to our ſtate of ſecurity.” 


e How we may be received by the in- 
habitants of the happy valley,” replied 
the prince, or how we may be entertained 
by our own reflections, is to me uncer- 
tain. I wiſh we may not be more diſcon- 
tented with the valley than we were while 
unacquainted with other ſcenes: wander- 
ing has often given a momentary deſire of 
ſettled reſidence; but activity is natural to 
man, and he who has once taſted the joys 
of liberty and action, will no more be con- 
tented with perpetual reſt and ſecluſion, 
than he, who may have wiſhed for ſleep 

B 2 in 
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in a moment of laſſitude, would deſire to c 

remain inactive on his couch; aſter the 
light of the ſun has awakened: him from 
oblivion and repoſe. I am, however, 
neither diſpleaſed with our paſt attempts, 
nor hopeleſs for our future ſucceſs: as we 
advance in years the fire of imagination 
will cool, and the agitation of reſtleſſneſs 
ſubſide: we have laid up a ſtock of ktiow- 
ledge which will teach us to diſtinguiſh 
real merit from falſe pretenſion. Reaſon, 
whom we have already perceived from 
-afar, advances towards us as youth re- 
cedes, and I doubt not but, by taking her 
for our guide, we ſhall enjoy that ſerenity, 
calmneſs, and juſtneſs of perception, which 
are alone worthy of a thinking being.” 


ce Far be it from me, Sir,” ſaid Imlac, 
« to anticipate your diſappointment, or 
to increaſe your alarms; yet permit me 

9 
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to tell you that eminent knowledge, if 
not accompanied with ſingular indul- 
gence to others, often ſerves to render its 
poſſeſſors miſerable, and even ridiculous : 
your experience and your ſtudies have 
placed you in a claſs of beings, very 
different from the-inhabitants of the hap- 
py valley, whom you can only treat with: | 
condeſcenſion or with contempt.. Society 

cannot ſubſiſt without equality, and while - 

you are conſidered: as a- prince, and as a. - 
man of ſuperior intelligence, you may 

command admiration, but. you cannot. 

enſure affection.“ 


« Alas!” ſaid the aſtronomer, © if rea- 
ſon is a bleſſing, it has the ſame fate as 
patience ; we never invoke it till we have 
been fatigued with the rapturous wander- 
ings of imagination, and exhauſted by 
the exquilite feelings of ſenſibility ; we: 

B 3. then. 
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then apply to reaſon as 4 refuge from 

care; it convinces without perſuading, 
it inſtructs without improving us: reaſon 
ſhould regulate, but a warmer motive 
muſt inſpire our actions: devotion and 
benevolence, the two nobleſt incitements 
to virtue, are emanations of the heart, not 
reflections of the head; reaſon may come 
to their ſupport, but has not the merit of 
creating them. Our condition in this 
world is too diſtant from perfection to 
give us hopes of enjoying any one ad- 
vantage in the ſupreme degree : for the 
experience of age, we muſt reſign the 
gaiety of youth: we muſt ſacrifice hero- 
iſm to prudence, genius to correctneſs, 
and rapture to tranquillity: theſe are 
called the victories of reaſon, but I con- 
fefs I rather attribute them to the in- 
fluence of time. The wiſe man, in reſigna- 
tion to the decrees of Providence, repines 


not 
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not at the loſs of the advantages of youth, 
and rejoices in the conſolations granted 
to old age; but we know of none, either 
wife or fooliſh, who would voluntarily 

relinquiſh thoſe pleaſures, which are pe- 
culiar to the fpring and ſummer of his 
days, to anticipate the hour when he muſt 


in vain look back on'what he * 
2 . Hy 


B 4 HAP. 
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CHAP. Il, 


THE PRINCE is NO LONGER LEFT TO His 
OWN CHOICE, 


R ASSELAS, notwithſtanding his 

doubts, was reſolved to continue 
f.is journey: he reached the confines of 
Abiſſinia without accident, where, as he 
was diſcourſing with his ſiſter on what 
methods they ſhould take to excuſe 
their abſence when they arrived at the 
happy valley, their caravan was ſtop- 
ped by ſeveral horſemen of the king's 
troops, headed by a youth of animated 
countenance and courteous manners. 


& Strangers,” ſaid he, “ you are perhaps 
ignorant of the orders we have received. 
The _ Egyptians have lately committed 
hoſtilities on the Abiſſinian territories, 
and 
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and we cannot permit any of that nation 
to paſs our boundaries: tell me therefore 
what is your country, and what the mo- 

tive 910 your travels ?” 


* Sir,” replied the prince, © we are 
travellers from curioſity, and our native 
country. is Abiſſinia: you may therefore 
ſuffer us freely to enter into the domi- 
nions of your powerful monarch, and, if 
you pleaſe, we will remain under your 
guard till we have obtained from the 
court permiſſion to continue our journey: 
we are not unknown there, and I have 


no doubt but our * will be . F 
granted.“ 


The young warrior, well pleaſed with 
the anſwer of Raſſclas, conducted him, 
and his companions, to a fortreſs. on 
the banks of the river that ſeparates - / 
Abiſſinia from Egypt. 


. 


3 
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The governor of this fortreſs, whoſe 

name was Amalphis, was a man of lofty 
ſtature and majeſtic preſence; his hair 
was white as ſilver, his eyes were pier- 
cing as the mid-day ſun, and ſeveral 
fears imprinted on his venerable coun- 
tenance were the honourable teſtimo- 
nies of his ſervice. He received the 
prince and ladies with urbanity; and 
with a look of penetrative enquiry de- 
manded the motive of their journey. 
His ſon Dinarbas, the young warrior 
who had conducted them to the fort, 
repeated what Raſſelas had told him. 


© The motive of curioſity,” replied 
Amalphis, „though laudable, is ſo un- 
common 1n this country, that we cannot, 
without injuſtice to ourſelves and detri- 
ment to our emperor's ſervice, permit you 
to proceed on your journey, till the re- 
turn 
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turn of your meſfenger from the capital: 
in the mean time we expect you to give 
an account of your names, families and 


peregrination.“ 


The prince, not chooſing to declare his 
name and quality, left to Imlac the care 
of anſwering the queſtions of the gover- 
nor. The poet, without departing from 
truth, concealed as much as prudence 
required : he told Amalphis that he was 
Imlac the merchant, who had reſided 
| ſome time at Cairo in the occupations 
of commerce, that he had been accom- 
panied thither by this young man and 
his ſiſter, who were Abiſſinians of rank, 
and had a deſire to fee the world and 
make choice of the ſtate of life moſt 
conducive to happineſs; that finding 
equal diſappointment in all, they were 
now reſolved to return to their former 


B6 dwelling, - 
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dwelling, and paſs. the remainder of their 


lives in ſtudy and contemplation. 


« As for myſelf,” ſaid the aſtrono- 
mer, © I will freely confeſs that I am 
by birth an Egyptian and an inhabitant 
of Cairo; but my life has been ſpent in 
the purſuits of knowledge and in the laby- 
rinths of ſcience : whoever has aſſiſted me 
in my endeavours, has been my country- 
man: the world is my ſchool, and its in- 
habitants my fellow ſtudents : my diſqui- 
ſitions .tend not towards the welfare or 
ruin of any particular ſtate: if my ſtudies 
could be of any utility, I would: not con- 
fine their influence to one ſpot. of the ha- 
bitable globe. If truch and wiſdom are 
emanations of the divine Spirit, ſurely their 
benefits ought to be generally diſtributed 
amongſt our fellow- creatures: whatever 
regard I have for my own country, my 
| way 
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way of life has-made me conſider myſelf 
as a citizen of the univerſe, or rather I 
have conſidered only my ſtudies; and my 
mind, buſied with intellectual enjoyments, 
has been equally unintereſted in the ſhock 
of great empires and: the petty purſuits of 
domeſtic life. I have lately known blef- 
ſings of which I was before ignorant — the 
charms of ſociety and the conſolations of 
friendſhip—deprive me not of theſe, O 
governor! permit me to remain with 
perſons who honour me with their confi- 
dence, and conſole me with their benevo- | 

| lence; and be affured, that I have neither 
the power- nor the inclination to * 
any thing in the fate of empires.“ 


Amalphis was willing te believe the 
ingenuous declaration of the aſtronomer. 
Imlac and the prince ſeemed myſterious, 
but their train being neither ſufficiently 

| numerous 
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numerous to announce open foree, nor 
ſmall enough to give the ſuſpicion of 
hidden treachery, he deſired Imlac to 
diſpatch his meſſenger, and in the mean 
time aſſigned the company an apartment 
in his caftle, where he treated them with 
the reſpect due to their appearance, and 
often queſtioned them on their- travels, 
the different incidents of which "wy 
willingly related. 


« J am amazed,“ ſaid Amalphis,* how 
you ſhould have ever imagined that hap- 
pineſs depended on any particular ſtation 
in life. Providence indeed has permitted 
to a very few the choice of the path 
which they are to take in this world: the 
lower claſs of citizens are generally de- 
barred by poverty from following the 
dictates of their inclination, and the great 
are — more irreſiſtibly reſtrained by the 

prejudice 
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prejudice of euſtom: thoſe few; who have 
it in their power to chooſe, are too often 
guided by their paſſions : it remains there- 
fore equally for him who has been com- 
pelled into any ftate of life by the will of 
others, and for him who has been ſo by 
the force of his own imagination, to do 
his duty with firmneſs and reſignation, 
whatever may be his diſguſt or repen- 
tance, There is no profeſſion in which 
a man may not be virtuous and reſpect- 
ed: the fault lies not in the ſtate of life, 
it depends on the manner of acting: a 
man who is-difcentented with his em- 
ployment, and for that reaſon neglects 
his duties, ſhews both want of ſenſe and 
want of courage: if he acts up to the 
part allotted him, at leaſt he fills ſome 
character in life: if he abandons it be- 
cauſe it is contrary to his inclination, he 
either does nothing, or goes out of his 
| ſphere 
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ſphere ; his exiſtence is therefore uſeleſs. 
On the other hand, the prieſt who repines. 
at conſecrating his days to: meditation or. 
paſtoral. inſtruction, who wiſhes for the 
active life of a ſoldier; and is fired with. 
enthuſiaſm when he hears, the. trumpet. 
ſound to arms, has more merit than his 
companions if he only feels theſe ſenti - 
ments internally, and employs the energy 
that Heaven has given him to conquer 
his repugnance, and to be more active in 
his functions. The ſoldier who would 
have wiſhed. to paſs his days in literary 
eaſe and philoſophical diſquiſition, yet, far. 
from neglecting his duty to his king and 
country, makes his ſtudies ſerve to the 
perfection of the art of war, is a greater 
hero than he whom the defire alone of 
| military fame drives headlong to the field. 
Similar examples may be found in any 
condition, and he alone is wretched and 
contemptible, , 
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contemptible, who will not act at leaſt 
with decency, if not with diſtinction, the 
part aſſigned him on this great thratre. 
Courage, though a virtue peculiarly eſ- 
ſential to our profeſſion, is neceſſary in 
all: it teaches us equally to act wich 
glory, and to ſuffer with patience: it in- 
ſpires us with firmneſs towards men, and 
reſignation towards God.“ | 


CHAP, 
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| 
' 


THE PRINCE EMBRACES , A, NEW STATE 
OF LIFE, 


II was expected that ſome time might 

elapſe before the return of the meſſen- 
ger diſpatched to the court of Abiſſinia, 
and in the mean while the prince told Im- 
lac that he had an inclination to propoſe 


to the governor * an expedition 
with his ſon. | 


“J have always,” ſaid he, © felt a de- 
fire for the military life ; my paſſion for 
glory was rouſed in the happy valley by 
the theory of the art of war, which the 
moſt ſkilful maſters are ordered to inſtil 
into us, from the poſſibility that we may 
one day be obliged to act as commanders 
of a great army. I have often wiſhed to 

- | put 


CONTINUATION: OF RASSELAS. 19 


put theſs leſſons in practice; and ſurely 
any employment would be preferable to 
the ſtate of inactivity, in which we are 
doomed to remain till the team of our 
meſſenger.” | 


Sir,“ anſwered! Imlac, © if you per- 
ſiſt in this intention, I will accompany 
you with pleaſure : a camp is no unſavour- 


able ſtudy for a poet: but let me fuſt 


bly eſcaped your reflection: you are ac; 
cuſtomed to command, and totally unac- 
quainted with the Abordiniton of a mi- 
itary life: conſtraint and obedience are 
equally unknown to you, and yet you I 
be obliged to execute every order of Di- 
narbas like the meaneſt of his ſoldiers.” - 


«© I know not,” replied the prince, 
«© whether ſuch a liſe would be:agreeable 
to me for a long duration: but one cam= 


paign 


warn you of one thing, which has proba- 
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paign cannot exhauſt | my patience: alk; 
evils of which we may calculate the term, 
are at leaſt to be endured ; and why ſhould ; 
not I contentedly- ſubmit to a "We which 
1 many rejoice in? 
« As for me, Sir,” ſaid the aſtronomer, 
* you will forgive me if I do not accom- 
pany you; my age requires tranquillity, - 


and my country forhids me to bear arms 


againſt her : 13 with 2 
and Pekuah.” .“. 


| Nekayah entered i in the midft of this 
converſation : ſhe was far from approv- 
ing the prince's intentions ; ſhe dreaded 
being left among perſons to whom ſhe 
was, unknown; ſhe repreſented to her 
brother that a ſon of the emperor was not 
to hazard his life like the meaneſt of his 
ſubjects; and that ſlaves were made to de- 
fend their maſter, 


a Siſter, 
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e Siſter, ſaid the prince, .I bluſh to 
hear a reaſoning ſo contrary to the prin- 
ciples of duty and humanity who is to 
defend the father, if not che ſon? And 
what right have princes to expect the a- 
ſiſtance of their ſubje&s if they will not 
join in bearing a part of the toil?ꝰ What 
obligations can the governor of this for- 
treſs and his ſon have to my father, in 
compariſon with thoſe I owe: him? In- 
deed to ſpeak frankly, I fee not why my 
life is more precious than that of Amal- 
Phis: he has ſerved the emperor during 
ſeveral years; his loſs would be felt on 
theſe frontiers : the enemy might gain 
ground and the peace of Abiſſinia be en- 
dangered: his death would introduce de- 

ſpair into his now happy family: his ſon 
vVvould be left at the moſt dangerous pe- 
riod of life without the counſels of a wiſe 
and prudent father; his daughter, in the 
bloom 
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bloom of youth and beauty, 1 . 


be the fatal conſequences of my fall? 
The importance of thoſe who fill exalted 


pears great in the eyes of the poſſeſſor 


would have thee diveſt thyſelf, Nekayah, 


3”, 
try. # % - 6% a © x — 


friendleſs and unprotected. Where would 


ſtations is often imaginary, and what ap- 
is perhaps totally indifferent to others. I 


of every prejudice of this nature, and ſe- 
riouſly conſider that no man is really im- 
portant, but as he is uſetul to his coun- 


The arrival of Dinarbas put an end to 
this diſcourſe; he learned and applauded 
the reſolution of Raſſelas, and offered 
him his friendſhip with all the warmth 
natural to his age and profeſſion. 


Raſſelas had another motive for bis 
departure beſides thoſe he had mentioned 
to Imlac and the princeſs. Zilia the 

daugliter 
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daughter of Amalphis appeared to him 

entirely different from the women he had 
known in the happy valley, or during his 
travels: the firſt were flaves, the others 
loſt the power in the attempt to-pleaſe. 
Zilia ſeemed unconſcious of her charms;; 
her mind was cultivated by her father 
with aſſiduous care; her ſentiments, natu- 
rally liberal, had received from eduea- 
tion the dignity of ſuperior virtue: ſhe 
neither avoided nor ſought th<-converſa- 
tion of the ſtrangers ; yet all were intereſt= 
ed by her. 


Raſſelas however, though he had ac- 
quired much philoſophy by his reading 
and obſervation, ſtill retained the idea 
that women, if not beings of an inferior 
claſs, were at leaſt not worthy of gain- 
ing too great an aſcendancy over- the 
minds of men: he knew his own ſenſibi- 


lity, 
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lity, and feared leſt he ſhould become the 
ſlave of a paſſion, which he deſpiſed as 
trivial, or cenſured as romantic: he 
therefore hoped a ſhort abſence would 
obliterate the impreſſion which he began 
to perceive. Zilia had made on him, and 
ſeriouſly reſolved to drive from his mind 
all thoughts of her till his return, Time, 
which while conſidered as' future always 
promiſes happineſs and wiſdom, would, 
he doubted not, deſtroy the power of this 
enchantment: he therefore haſtened the 
departure of Dinarbas, and they fallied 
forth, at the head of fifty horſe, to make 
an incurſion on the enemy's frontiers, - 
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Raſſelas and Dinarbas returned tri- 
umphant with the ſpails. of many con- 
quered enemies: their friendſhip had 
been cemented by mutual teſtimanies 
valour and of kindneſs, and the prince 
was ſurpriſed to ſee __ much this expe- 
dition had raiſed him in the eſteem of 
Amalphis, his ſon, and Zilia. | 


ct You! are now,” ſaid the old war- 
fior, our friend and fellow - ſoldier; you 
have proved: your fidelity to your leing 
and country, and we need not fear to 
treat you with that confidenee, with which 
your ingenuous and open manner ar firft 
inſpired us.“ | 


C Iralac, 
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Imlac, whom the prince had not per- 


mitted to accompany, him, that he might 


remain with Nekayah, could not  forbear 


remarking the new eſteem which Raſſelas 


had acquired with the inhabitants of the 


re 


© ” 
f | \ 
ortrefs. LEST OTIS n 


I 


— 


YE... Prince,” N be, c how  neceffary 
is general knowledge to a man of your 
exalted ſtation! Of what avail. had been 


in this citadel your literature and philo- 


ſophy, if your activity and courage had 
not added to theſe endowments the ho- 
nours of military ſervice ? He who is uſe- 
ful will always be reſpected: in the mo- 


ments of repoſe and tranquillity we are 
pleaſed with the man who can inſtruct or 


amuſe us; but, in the hour of diſtreſs and 


danger, we neglect him if he cannot be 


eſſentially uſeful.” | 


1555 
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Nekayah complained much to her 
brother of the time in which he had 
been abſent; „She was weary,” ſhe ſaid, 
«.of ſeeing every day the ſame faces, and 
hearing the ſame diſcourſes; the conver- 
ſation of Amalphis was indeed inſtruc- 
tive and entertaining, but he was great 
part of the day engroſſed by his duty 
and Zilia, though kind and gentle in her 
manners, did not treat her with that re- 
ſpect which the diſtance, between them 
might naturally have inſpired her with.“ 
« Can you blame,” replied the prince, * the 
daughter of Amalphis for denying re- 
ſpect to that rank which you induſtriaufly 
conceal, and of which ſne can have no 
idea? You hide from others, but cannot 
yourſelf forget, that you are a princeſs; 
loſe this ĩdea for a moment, and you will, 
find in the ſociety of Zilia the ſame plea - 
ſure which I feel in that of her brother. 
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or to thoſe which 1 may have acquired 
by my own induſtry. I am pleaſed with 


vour to eonfirm th 1 OO he- has 
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Tam delighted with! the andert of 
Dinarbas ; he believes himſelf my equal, 
and I am flattere& with having, for the 
firſt time in my life, excited diſintereſted 


regard; which I ſuppoſe granted either to 
the qualities implanted in me by nature, 


the vivacity of his temper, and the energy 
of his mind: I am reſolved to make an- 


other expedition with him, and endea- 


3 of me.” 


N Notwithftanding the wiſe reſolutions 
of Raſſelas, he found in the converſation 
and manners of Zilia an irreſiſtible charm ; 
he began now to condemn his former 
opinions as unjuſt and Hliberal, © “ What 
grrater * happineſs,” ſaid! he to himſelf, 
« eould-I experience than in paſſing my 
2 | life 
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life with a being endowed with ſuch per- 
fection, and who feels ſo littie her own 
ſuperiority ! But ſhall I have the power 
of chooſing for myſelf? Am I not doomt- 
ed to be for ever the victim of ſtate and 
prejudice, and ſhall I diſturb the heaven- 
ly ferenity of Zilia by ſeeking to inſpire 
her with ſentiments, which cah only rei- 
der her as 2 as e 151. 

| Rom 
Dinarbas found the mids ebend dv 
meditation. My friend,” faid he, 4 
am grieved to ſee you penſive and unhap- 
py: were it in our power to reſtore you 
to liberty, you ſhould: not languiſh in con- 
finement; yet how often ſhall I regret the 
moments we have paſſed together! with 
what difficulty ſhall I tear myſelf from 
Nekayah ! You think me not ſufficiently 
deſerving of your confidence to diſcloſe 
to me the ſecret of your birth, and of the 
4 ; rank 
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rank you held in Abiſinia J have rea- 


ſon to believe it elevated, boch from your 


ſentiments, from thoſe of Nekayah, and 
from the reſpect with which you are 
treated by your fellow travellers: you 
may perhaps be offended at my frankneſs, 
when I tell you it would have been more 
fortunate for me if I had never known 
your ſiſter : with the gentleſt manners 


and the moſt engaging urbanity, ſhe has 


ſometimes a haughtineſs that would leſ- 
ſen conſiderably any other woman in my 
eſteem, and yet ſhe: poſſeſſes the power of 
making me inſtantaneouſly forget the 
diſtance which ſhe had ſeemed to preſcribe 
me, whenever the natural ſweetneſs of 
her temper breaks through the conſtraint 
which ſhe impoſes on herſelf and others.” 


« Dinarbas !” interrupted the prince, 
jn the name of our friendſhip, let us drop 
ö this 
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this ſubject; if thou couldſt ſee into my 
heart, thou wouldſt find me unhappy as 


thyſel. let us depart. with the next 
dawn, and attack the enemies of our 
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THE FORTRESS BESIEGED. . 


4 


WHILE the two friends were en- 


gaged in this converſation, Amal- 
phis, having received intelligence that a 
large body of Egyptians and Arabs was 
advancing to aſſault the fortreſs, com- 
manded his ſon to delay his intended ex- 
pedition till he could be certain of the 
truth of this information. In the mean 
time he took every neceſſary precaution 
to prevent the enemy from finding him 
unprepared ; he doubled the guard on 
the walls, went round every night to ſee 
that all was in order, and aſſigned to eve- 
ry ſoldier the poſt he was to defend. 


The 
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The princeſs could | not witheut Torre 
uneaſineſs behold theſe prepatatives for 
war, and Pekuah was gready” aldrmed: 
the prince comforted” them hy aMirances 
of ſecurity, of which, however, he Wat 
perhaps no more perſuaded than they; - 
yet his conſolations, given with an air of 


129 


ing this interval of uncertainty, the prince 
5 a 5 4 25 w f 1 2 24 5 . 4 IT f - I 3d LIS 
was neither abſe, nor indeed deſirous, o 


found her greatly altered; her annicties 
returned, and ſhe could not eonſider- che 
danger, to which Amalphis was ſoon to be 
expoſed, without the greateſt uncaſineſs. 
In vain did ſhe endeavour to aflume.her 
uſual gaiety in her father's preſence 2 
the midſt of a - lively gonverſation ſhe 

C5 would. 
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night, when ſhe bade adieu to Amalphis 
and her brother, ſne embraced them with 
an impreſſion of ſorrow in her counte- 
nance, N 12 wy e to 


e was "deeply a ee 8 the 
grief of Zilia ; he could not refrain from 
telling her he had obſerved f it, nor avoid 
expreſſing the pain it gave him: "the re⸗ 
ceived: bis conſolations with ſenſibility, 
and treated him with more conlidera- 
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tion than ever. 
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. #1DR6 winded was te pleaſed with the 
conduct of Dinarbas: fince the day of 
his converſation with Raſſelas, he had 
ſought to diſengage himſelf from the 

pleaſure he ſound in liſtening to her, he 

ſtudiouſly avoided Nekayah, and diſ- 


courſed only with Pekuah, The favourite 
i | thoughtleſsly 
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thoughtleſsly':encouraged | "his ae 
and the pride of Nekayah was -mortified's 
ſhe; found every day leſs delight in the 
company of her dear Pekuah, ſhe took eve- 
ry opportunity-of ſeparating” herſelf from- 
one \ whoſe abſence dad formerly made 
her reſolve to abandon; the world, and 
without wliom ſhe had confident exiſt- 
ence as a torment; yet would he often 
reproach herſelf, ſor this chadtge of ſenri 
ments. Pekuah had ſtill the Nme tender 
reſpe, the ſame attachment forthe princeſs 
which had been the greateſt" happmeſs of 
her life: Nekayah could only accuſe her 


of paſſing too much time withDiharbas} 


and ſhe had herſelf ſound too great a pleux 
ſure in his company ta condemm ahother 
for ſeeking it. She feit that jealduſy was 
the motive of her new and extraotdinary 
diſlike; her pride and her Prineiples 
equally, combated this paſſion; ſhe was 
C 6 ſurpriſed: 
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An SATAELE: 


furpriſed to find it podjble-that- the could 
de ſuſceptible of iti and was aſhamed to 
liſten to the voice * ene accuſed 
her. 280 - ft is 85 
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While her mind was in ee 
me one morning obſerved a great duſt 
ariſing in the eaſt: a general tumulc in 
the fortreſs ſoon convinced her, that the 
had not been the only perſon who had 
remarked it. The army of the Egyp- 
tians; is advancing to attack us,” ſaid 


Dinarbas, who at that inſtant entered her 


apartment, yet be not alarmed, Ne- 
kayah! you are here in ſafety, and did 
you know our hearts, you would be con- 
vinced that we would either defend you: 
or pexiſn: our numbers are not con- 


temptible, and. our courage has been of- 


ten tried: the enemy's troops are nu. 
5 Oct ee een merous, 
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and my faker no young fake.” WF 4x 


| _ «Dinarhas ! 10 anſwered, the 22 
«] thank you for your care; I have not 
the reſolution of a warrior, but L, am re- 
ſigned; the firſt appearance of danger 
naturally alarms the mind of woman; 
but give me time for reflection, and I, am 
prepared for all - your duty is to repulſe 
the enemy, ours to pray ſor your ſuc- 
ceſs, and to await the event with pa- 
rience,” 


Dinarbas haftened to his poſt, and the 
princeſs remained on a ſofa in ſilent and 
anxious expectation. She had not been 
long in this ſituation before ſhe was join - 
ed by Pekuah, who throwing herſelf at 
the feet of her miſtreſs” embraced her 
knees with à flbod” of tears: Dear 
lady,“ ſaid ſhe, “this is the moſt cruel 

moment 


moment of my life: when E Was taken 
by the Arabs, I conſoled myſelf with the 
reflection that you did not ſhare my miſ- 
- fortunes: alas! 1 am now doe to 
fee the princeſs of Abiſſinia in the power 
of - lawleſs robbers, and the ſacred per- 
ſon of the prince expoſed to their ſavage 
1 Ban lars conducted us to "this 
fortreſs !” + ISR a= n hire 
1 01 2f WD mon! ae 
10 Fekuah r- anſwered the princeſs, 
calmly, a few days ſince you ſeemed to 
eonſider this fortreſs as the habitatioh of 
your choice; joy animated your eyes, and 
inſpired. your tongue: all your ſentiments, 
even your attachment to- me, ſeemed ab· 
ſorbed in the delights of ſociety, and 1 
have reaſon to believe that your preſent 
fears ariſe more from the danger of loſ- 
ing chat ere chan from the perils to 
which 
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which the prince or e. N ** ex- 
N t 1197. bio nnn oi 
E Beloved miſtreſs, "replied baku, 
c if you withdraw your favour. from your 
ſlave, ſhe can only; bo her head beneath 
your diſpleaſure; and ſink. into her ori- 
ginal ſtate of inſignificancy but wherein 
can Nekayah accuſe. me of forgetting 
that reſpectful tenderneſs which alone 
poſſeſſes my heart? I am not conſcious. 
of any change of 1nanners, or how that 
i vivacity, which formerly uſed to meet 
. WH your approbation in our; diſcourſes with 
Imlac and the aſtronomer, can have, diſ- 
| pleafed you in this fortreſs; where, from 
| the want of variety of objects, you allowed 
4 it was neceſſary to ſnatch every. occaſional 
amuſement, and avail ourſelves of every 
trivial matter that could excite it. 


», * ? T « 
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c But 


nꝛity of ſlander, why” ſhould you peculi- 


warrior in preference to the ſage diſcourſe 


4© 
But why, reſumed che princeſs, 2 
little foftened, would you ſpend io 
much of your time with the ſon of Amal- 
phis * Though your underſtanding and 
your virtue place you above the malig- 
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arly chooſe the converſation of this young 


of his father, or the Hvely and inſtructive 
r of rer and the aſtronomer * 


1 know not, lady,” anſwered Pe- 
kuah, © that I have held more diſcourſe | 
with Dinarbas than with the other: inha- 
bitants of the fortreſs; but if you com- 
mand it, 1 will henceforward avoid his 


company, nor ſhall 1 conſider it as a ſa- 
erifice to my obedience ; indeed, added 


the, ſmiling, © if Nekayah will allow me 


to proceed without being offended at he? 
ſervant, I will confeſs to her that I find 
4 F A not 


CONTI NUATION OF RASSELAS. 41 


not in the ſociety, of Dinarbas thoſe 
charms which ſo warmly affect the pxinte 
and Imlac: in the midſt of the moſt! in- 
tereſting converſation. his choughts oſten 
wander from the ſubject, and his eyes are 
turned on Nekayah. I am fully conſei- 
ous of the infinite attractions of my prin- 
ceſs, and I cannot ſometimes 'avoid pity- 
ing the yauth- for having nouriſhed aſpir - 
ing ſentiments, of the vanity of which he 
is, perhaps, unconſcious, and which yet 
his reſpect endeavours to ſtifle : but furely 
no woman can entirely conquer the pride 
inherent in our ſex, nor likes to be the 
ſenſeleſs idol that is crowned with flowers, 
while the vows and incenſe are offexed to 
the Divinity,” 


The princeſs felt the truth of her fa- 
vourite's diſcourſe, and, at the ſame in- 
ſtant, found all her affection for her re- 
N | vive; 
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vive; but great wete the aceufations with 
which ſhe loaded herſelf: ſhe regretted 
her Blindneſs, andi lat the ſame time! vp- 
braided” her on heart for the pleaſure 
which xhe diſcovery of Pekuah had given 
her: ſhe. anxiouſly prayed. for the return 
of che meſienger, thut ſhie might depart, 
and i poſſible,” luſe the memory of all 
that had intereſted her im the caſtle. 
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C 1 A P. VI. — 
Arr An 4 
THE PRINCESS MEETS wWirn LA REAL. 
i MISFORTUNE, 


JEKAY AH had never before found 

herſelf in ſo uneaſy a ſituation: her 
eyes were fixed on the ground, and ſhe 
knew not hat anſwer to make to Pe- 
kuah, when they were ſuddenly-interrupt- 
ed. by the arrival of Zilia, who wild with 
grief entered the apartment, and uttering 
a heart · piercing ſnriek ſunk lifeleſs on che 
ground. Pekuah ran haſtily to her affiſt> 
ance, but Nekayah was unable to move; 
ſhe raiſed her eyes to heaven and remain- 
ed in motionleſs horror; ſhe dreaded to 
learn the cauſe of Zilia's aſfſiction; 4 
thouſand confuſed ĩmages took poſſeſſion 
of her mind, and the idea of Raſſelas and 
Dinarbas 


of your brother have ſaved the fortreſs, 
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Dinarbas ruſhed at ohce on her imagina- 
tion, | 


The aſtiſtance of Pekuah ſoon reco- 
vered the unhappy Zilia. © Nekayah ?” 
cried ſhe, “ I have cruel tidings to relate, 
but your misfortune is kf than mine; 
your brother remains à priſoner among 
the Egyptians, but Dinarbas has fcarce- 
ly a moment to live - even ,gow-perhaps 
he expires, and I have loſt the only poor 
conſolation of receiving his laſt breath. 


Ia him covered with wounds and in a 


ſtate of inſenſibility - his valour and that 


but they are victims to our ſafety - the 
enemy has retired with great loſꝭ 
Yet why ſhould I repine i Gracious 
Heaven | continued the, falling on her 
knees, thou art ' merciful ; my father 
lives, though he lives to miſery—his lau- 

| rels 


I 
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rels coſt him the life of his beloved” fon, 

and he has no comfort left but the wretch- 
ed Zilia——let me- haſte to find lun, and 
by my tender cares endeavour to calm 
the ſorrow that overwhelms hi I 
forget he commands me to remain 
here, and will not ſuffer me to be withels 
of the mournful ſcene.” een 


At this moment Imlac 3 and 
confirmed the dreadful truth: he eonjur- 
ed Nekayah to take comfort, but ſhe ro- 
mained the i image of deſpair, and returned. | 
no anſwer either to him or Pekyah; at 
length, caſting her eyes on Zilia, ſhe em- 
braced her and ſhed, a torrent of tears. 


She ſeemed now a little relieved, and 
W liſtened with attention to the narrative of 
Imlae, who told her that Amalphis had 
received with determined valour the aſ- 


ſault of the enemy, many of whom had 
ſcaled 
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ſcaled the walls and entered the fortreſs ; 
but that aſter a ſeyere conflict they fled, 
and were purſued by Dinarbas and Raſſelas 
at the head of their horſemen that when 
they came to the plain beneath che caſtle, 
the enemy turned and renewed the combat 
with. deſperate fury; that the two young 
warriors fought with diſtinguiſhed courage, 
till Dinarbas, pierced with wounds, fell 
lifcleſs from His horſe, and was N 
from the field by his ſoldiers, who fled 
with him to the fortreſs ; and Raſſelas, 
| engaged in the midſt of the enemy's 8 
troops, was at the ſame inſtant ſurrounded 
and taken priſoner: Vo have much 
cauſe for comfort, lady,“ continued Im- 
lac, © your: brother's life is in ſafety, the 
| Egyprians are not a cruel nation, and it 
15 not probable they will treat n 
a priſoner of war. ene 31 


1 


« T thank 
* 


, 
4 
V 
3 
1 
” 
| 


— 


i 
+ 
* 
ö 
ö 
1 


CONTINUATION OF /RASSELAS. ag 


« I thank: Heaven,” returned the, prin- 
ceſs, © for having protected the life of 
my brother; Hut can enjoy comfort 
while he remains a priſoner, and , while I 
behold the affliction, of Zilia and her fa- 
ther? Let us ſeek the good Amalphis, 
nor leave hitn lotiger alone a prey to Rs 
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WHILE. ee" had thus taken. paſleſ» 

ſion of the victors, the routed. for- 
ces of the Egyptians retired tumultu- 
ouſly towards the confines of their king- 
dom. Raſſelas had too much fortitude 
and philoſophy to be dejected or ſurpriſed 
at what he knew to be the common chance 
of war : he rejoiced at the retreat of the 
enemy, and ſubmitted with patience to 
his fate, though he regretted that he 
could not ſhare the honours of the con- 
querors: he had been too active in the 
engagement to perceive the fall of Di- 
narbas, but he feared ſome ill accident 


might have attended him, as he knew 
not 
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not otherwiſe how to account for loſing 
ght of him, and for the deſertion of his 


midſt of four horſemen, during the time 
of their march, and at night placed 
in a tent ſurrounded by a ſtrong guard. 
As ſoon as the army arrived in lower 
Egypt, he enjoyed greater liberty, and 
was permitted to converſe with the offi- 


veral of the young men with whom he 
ad been intimate at his firſt arrival at 
airo. They received him with joy, for 
hey had equally forgotten the abrupt 
nanner in which he had quitted their 
Wcicty, and the good admonitions he had 
ft with them. Raſſelas was diſpleaſed 
meeting them: What ſhall I do,” 
id he to himſelf, & in a. ſociety of 
Which I have proved the inconvenien- 
es, and have felt the diſguſt? If I 
D | could 


troops. He was ſtrictly ſecured in the 


cers; amongſt whom he recognized ſe- 
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could not bear. the noiſy, mirth, and 
thoughtleſs vivacity of my young com- 
panions, at my firſt entering into the 
various ' ſcenes of life, how ſhall I: ſup- 
port the fatigue of their company when 
every day has increaſed my diſapproba- 
tion of their conduct, and convinced 
me of the inſufficiency of their amuſe- 
ments?“ 


In conſequence of theſe reflections, he 
thanked them coolly for their civilities, 
and avoided any further intercourſe with 
them: but the mind oppreſſed with cares, 
and accuſtomed to communicate its in- 
quietudes, requires the uſual relief: he 
found, not without humiliation, that 
ſome ſociety was neceſſary, and that 
trifling as their converſation formerly . 
appeared to him, he was compelled fre- 
_ quently to fly to it, as to a refuge from 
his 
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his own thoughts. He began to diſcern, in 
me midſt of frantic gaiety and remorſe. 
leſs diffipation, ſparks of honour, ſincerity” 
and good-nature, that were not to be 
ſtifled ' by the influence of paſſion : he 
pitied and eſteemed the poſſeſſors of theſe 
virtues; and, having found by experience 
that ſevere rebuke and the air of ſuperior 
prudence produced an effect contrary to 
his wiſhes, he took gentler and more 
ſucceſsful means. By applauding their 
ardour, he taught them 'to' diſtinguiſh 
courage from temerity, a ſenſe of honour 
and the pride of virtue from revenge and 
vanity, generoſity from prodigality, and 
Wricndſhip from blind affection: he learn- 
. by ſtudying their various diſpoſitions 
nd characters, that of the number whom 
he had conſidered as generally depraved, 
few were incapable of being reclaimed: 
Ind that he had judged too ſeverely of 
D 2 the 
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the reſt from ;the, faults of their compa- 
nions, Hr ſound that the ſame admoni- 
tions which they had rejected with deri- 
ſion, when given with the ſeverity. of a 
preceptor, they received with avidity 
when offered with the familiar kindaeſs 
of a friend: by commending them for 
whatever he diſcovered praiſeworthy in 
their conduct, and by joining in ſuch, of 
their pleaſures as were innocent, he ac- 
quired the right of cenſuring their faults, 
and refuſing to imitate their irregulari- 
ties: their minds, unaccuſtomed to oc- 
cupation, could with difficulty be brought 
to ſerious ſtudies; but the love of novel- 
ty firſt engaged them to liſten to Raſ- 
ſelas, when he propoſed any improve- 
ment that had the appearance of plea- 
ſure; and the natural' empire of calm 
and rational amuſements made - them at 
laſt adopt from conviction what they had 
4 at 
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at firſt taken up through caprice. Even 
thoſe who had before ſeemed incorrigi- 


ble, gave way, either to the force of rea- 


ſon, or to the prevalence of example, and 
either inſenfibly joined in the reforma- 
tion, Or complied with what they ' ſaw 
the nee number approve. 


Raſſelas could not, without a mixture 
of pleaſure and regret, behold this change, 
which he would never have had the 


patience to effectuate, if he had not been 


— 


compelled to it by his ſituation. Why 


on I not, while at Cairo,” thought he, 
« uſe the ſame methods and obtain the 


ſame ſucceſs ? I fear I muſt coder my- 


ſelf as guilty of the irregularities of my 
companions during the ſpace of time 
which has paſſed ſince we parted. He, 
who would wiſh to reform, his fellow 
creatures, muſt ſtudy attentively the hu- 

D 3 man 
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man heart: he muſt treat with tenderneſs 
the man whom weakneſs, not perverſeneſs, 
has cauſed to deviate from the path of 
virtue: he - muſt fortify. by degrees his 
returning energy, nor dazzle. at once the 
eyes of error with all the ſplendor of 
ſevere truth: he muſt ſhew her to him 
firſt under the form of compaſſion, of 
benevolence, of indulgence: innocence 
alone can bear the light of her unveiled 
majeſty; repentance would fink into de- 
ſpair without the balm of mercy.—No, 
henceforward let me avoid: the pride of 
reproof and the frown of diſapprobation: 
let me endeavour to inſtruct by * 
and . er K kindneſs !” 1 
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CHAP. VIII. 


APOLOGY FOR RUSTICITY-. 


HEREVER the army paſſed, the 
prince obſerved that great cordiality 
ſubſiſted between the ſoldiers and the in- 
habitants of the country: the former re- 
ceived preſents of the fruits of the earth 
and of the milk of the flocks, which made 
the only "riches of their rural” friends. 
Raſſelas was ſurpriſed to find great acute- 
neſs and penetration in many of theſe 
ſhepherds, who gave uſeful inſtruftions 
to the ſoldiers for the remainder of their 
march, and amuſed them ' with paſtoral 
ſports, while they received them with 
frankneſs and hoſpitality, « How dif- 
ferent do I find you,” ſaid Raſſelas to 
one of the old ſhepherds, „from the 


D 4 - race 
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race who tend their flocks near the cata- 
racts of the Nile! I viſited theſe in hopes 
to find amongſt them that gentleneſs 
and thoſe harmleſs virtues which all ages 
and all nations have agreed to attribute 
to the paſtoral life. My diſappointment 
was great: they were diſcontented with 
their own ſituation, envious of the rich, 
rude and untaught in the arts of general 
utility, and not more uninſtructed in the 
politeneſs of courts, than in the common 
duties of hoſpitality. I find, on the con- 
trary, amongſt you, many who convince 
me that the poets have written after na - 
ture; and I am delighted to perceive that 
the tranquil happineſs of a paſtoral life, 
though not univerſal, is not wholly ba- 
niſhed from the earth.“ 


. Sir,” replied the ſhepherd, © I have 
in my youth Petra ſome time in the 
fruitful 
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{-yitful paſtures which you mention, and 
either the warmth of fancy, not uncom- 
mom to our nation, particularly in the 
ſpring of liſe, has deceived me, or the 
ſhepherds Who inhabit that happy cli- 
mate ate endowed with the ſame pe- 
netration, and exereiſe the ſame hoſpi- 
tality as you find amongſt us: nay, I 
have thought that they poſſeſſed theſe 
qualities in a higher degree: the purity 
of the air, the beautiful verdure of the 
fields, the infinite variety of birds that 
inhabit the groves on the borders of the 
father of waters; all theſe images of the 
power and goodneſs of the Deity muſt 
expand their hearts, and purify them 
from the droſs of thoſe vile paſſiont 
which you deſeribe. But, Sir, che peaſant 
feels, and therefore may juſtly groan under, 
the preſſure of the tyranny of the great! 
your appearance perſuades me that your 

D 5 rank 
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tank is above the claſs of mediocrity 
they have been accuſtomed to look on 
ſuch perſons as their tyrants, by whom they 
are never to be viſited, but when they are 
to contribute to enrich them by the- fruits 
of their labours, or perhaps to amuſe a 
moment of caprice or liſtleſsneſs by ex- 
citing in them ſentiments of ridicule. 
What ideas can theſe have in common 
wich the rich? If you would know their 
opinions and manners, you muſt diveſt 
yourſelf of the ſuperiority which your 
rank has given you, and live like them. 
I will not promiſe you that ſuch: inter- 
courſe will make you amends for the 
facrifice: I will only ſay, and your pre- 
ſent obſervations may confirm it, that 
the poetical deſcriptions of paſtoral life, ' 
though perhaps embelliſhed, are not 
wholly fabulous; and that were you 
obliged to deſcend to our humble ſta- 

5 | tion, 
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tion, you would find our candour and 
ſimplicity not unworthy of your regard. 
The ſoldier who reſpe&s our property de- 
ſerves- our affection, and we let him 
reap- the fruits of his moderation 
and of our gratitude: we envy not his 
riches; if he has any, they are acquited 
by greater hardſhips than we are ac- 
cuſtomed to, and without him we could 
not poſſeſs our fields in tranquillity. 
Blame us not therefore for our rudeneſs 
towards the mighty; it is perhaps our 
greateſt virtue: every ſubje& of deſpo- 
tiſm is equally a ſlave, but it is difficult 
for him who ſpends: the greateſt part of 
his time under the ample canopy of 
heaven, who ſees all around him free 
except himſelf and his fellow creature 
man, who feels no immediate benefit from 
the princes of the earth, and only knows 
his dependence on them by their tempo- 

_ rary 
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rary oppreſſions, it is difficult for that 
being not to. conſider the great and the 
rich as his enemies: it is ſtill more dif- 
ficult for him to diſguiſe that feeling: 
neither can he conceive the neceſſity of 
feigning. It is no mark of illiberal ſen- 
timent to neglect thoſe above us: we 
ſee and confeſs the wants of this army, 
we ſupply them with what we poſſeſs, 
and ſhould be cruel if we denied them: 
the connexion which their neceſſity has 
made them form with us, engages us 
do live familiarly together; we communi- 
cate to them our ideas, and receive infor- 
mation from them: our obligations are 
reciprocal, and our deſire to pleaſe mu- 
tual; but where none of theſe motives 
ſubſiſt, how can you judge of the eſſen- 
tial character of any individual, or of we 
claſs of people ? 


CH AP. 
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RASSELAS Iv | CONFINEMENT. | bo 
THE army now arrived in a ſpacious 
plain ſurrounded by an amphithea- 
tre of hills, where finding excellent pa- 
ſturage, plentiful . ſprings of water, and 
a large foreſt to ſcreen them from the 
heats of the ſun, they formed a regular 
camp, diſtributed rewards and puniſn- 
ments, and paſſed ſeveral days in feaſts 
and diſſipation. The Arabs, who had 
accompanied the Egyptians in their un- 
ſucceſsful expedition, finding that they 
loitered away much time in a ſtate of in- 
action, became weary of expectation, and 
unanimouſly agreed to leave their allies 
and return to their ancient deſultory 
mode of fighting; but before they de- 
parted, 
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parted, they demanded a diviſion of the 
ſpoils and priſoners. The Egyptians be- 
ing unable to refuſe, after they had em- 
ployed ineffectually all means of ſoothing 
them to remain among them, found 
themſelves at laſt obliged not only to 
give up their beſt captives, but to en- 
rich the Arabs with the moſt precious 
of their acquiſitions -; they murmured 
but they complied. Such is the advan- 
tage of the ſtrong and active over the 
weak and indolent, 


Räaſſelas, in the diviſion of priſoners, 
fell to the ſhare of the commander of 
the Arabs, and was eſteemed a valuable 
prize, on account of his youth, his com- 
manding figure, and his ſkill in various 
languages: but it was not convenient 
for the chief to carry him immediately to 

Cairo, the great mart for captives, as he 
| would 
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would have been embarraſſed with him 
on his march: he therefore placed him 
with two ſlaves of approved fidelity, in a 
ſtrong tower on the ſummit of an almoſt 
inacceſſible mountain, and promiſed to 
return for him the next month. The ſlaves 
by turns deſcended into the valley to ſeek 
proviſions for themſelves and Raſſelas, 
but, in compliance with what their maſter 
had exacted in proof of their fidelity, for 
ſome time never eh a word PO 
their — | lr RN 


Raſſelas, notwithſtanding his former 
philoſophy, daily loſt all temper in his pre- 
ſent ſituation : during his journey thither, 
and after his arrival, he had ſhewn ſo 
great an impatience of control, and fo 
much deſire of forcing his guard, that 
he was kept with uncommon ſtrictneſs. 
However 2 and humiliating 

might 


r 


might be the fate which ke expected aſter 
the return of che Arab} he anxiouſly 
counted the days allotted for hit eonfine- 
ment: ſolitude appeared to him the worſt 
of evils, and at the expiration of - the 
month, he looked over the country for 
the arrival of the Arab wich an eager ex - 
pectation, equal to that wich which he 
would have waited for the return of a 
friend. From the riſing to the ſerting ſun, 
he paſſed the day at the window of his 
priſon, and would ſcarcely leave it to take 
his accuſtomed food : for ſeveral days fol- 
lowing he remained in the fame ſtate of 
anxiety ; his mind feemed abſorbed in one 
dea, and could find no reſources in it- 
felf,” He endeavouted to ſubſtitute the 
thoughts of the paſt for thoſe of the fu- 
ture: it was impoſſible - ſleep fled from 
him by night, and repoſe by day: he in- 
the fhves and received no an- 


ſwer: 
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ſwer: at laſt, as they perceived kis agi- 
ration to be violent, and feared it would 
endanger his healch, they told him their 
maſter often came much later than he had 
deſigned, ſince his return depended on the 
ſucceſs of his arms; that he might poſſi- 
bly be ſeveral months abſent, but that in 
the mean time he himſelf ſhould experi- 
ence no other inconyeniency than that of 
confinement, 
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CHAP. X. 
THE RESOURCES oF SOLITUDE. 


T HE peince, is from. being kn: 

ed by the anſwer of the ſlaves, was 
overwhelmed, with affliction : he ſunk 
| hopeleſs on his mat, the only furniture of 
his priſon, and gave himſelf up to all the 
melancholy of his reflections. I am 
now, ſaid he, © arrived at the evil I 
have always dreaded, and which it has 
been my conſtant ſtudy to avoid—why 
did I take ſuch pains to quit the happy 
valley, but to emerge from a ſtate of ob- 
livion and inactivity? Why have I en- 
deavoured all my life to improve in vir- 
tue and knowledge, but with the hopes of 
advancing the good of others and my own 
glory? To whom now can I communi- 
Cate 
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cate miy thoughts? From whom can I 


gain applaufe or receive information? 
If the Arab ſhould fall a facrifice to his 
avidity, than which nothing is more pro- 
bable, who will be acquainted with my 
retreat? Shall I not be condemned 0 
wear out my days in dreadful ſolitude, 
without any being to alleviate my woes? 
The guards, 'whg are placed to watch me, 


are not only unwilling, but incapable of 


affording me conſolation : Ii have not 
the reſource of converſing with the learn- - 
is to be found within theſe walls — the 
power of writing is denied me I can gain 
no alleviation of my miſery by ſetting 
down my thoughts and arranging them 
with reflection how poor is man when 
Ache 6 of un ſuccour! _ 
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Nor were theſe the only reflections of 
Raſſelas: he was anxious» for what might 
be the fate of Nekayah; he recalled to 
mind, with the moſt bitter regret, the 
Happy moments he had paſſed in liſten- 
ing to the eloquence of Imlac, and the 
ſciende of the aſtronomer : he often feared 
that Dinarbas had fallen a victim to his 
courage, and perhaps to his friendſhip for 
him. The image of Zilia was eternally 
preſent to him; every ſituation in which 
he had found himfelf with her, every 
Imile; every tear, was freſh in lis ittlagi- 
nation: He often repeated the converſa - 
tions be had held wich her, and though 
the remiembrance gave him ihexpreMble 
pat, he feared the images ſhould decay, 


ly on his memory; leſt he ſhould loſe the 
only ſatisfaction that was left him. What 


gave him the greateſt uneaſineſs, was the 
_ 
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felt the 'improbability that his friends 
ſhould diſcover the place of his retreat, 
his heart would ſometimes:accuſe them of 
negledtt. B ik G GArerO9 54 Hide 
mda TY | 27 0 ME ONT» rt 
In this ſtate of wearineſs and affliftion 
Raſſelas paſſed near a fortnight; but at 
length he began inſenſibly to accuſtom 
himſelf to his ſituation, and to finfl 
amuſement from the great objects of na- 
ture which alone preſented themſelves. to 
his view. An awful tempeſt, exhibiting 
the moſt noble contraſt of light and dark- 
neſs, firſt attracted his attention, and for a 
few moments made him forget his cares: 
he therefore purſued this new reſource, 
and watched the various changes of the 
ſky; with cheir effects on the chain of 
mountains that ſurrounded him. A clear 
moonlight,” which adorned the hemi- 

ſphere 
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ſphere ſome evenings after, gave him the 
firſt ſentiment of pleaſure which he had 
experienced ſince his captivity: he de- 
ſeribed his ſenſations in a ſmall poem 
which he compoſed and addreſſed to) Zi- 
lia : the pains he took to repeat and re- 
tain it in his memory employed the reſt of 
the evening, and he ſlept that night better 
than he had done fince his impriſonment. 
The following day he compoſed a de- 
ſcription of the tempeſt, addreſſed to Im- 
lac, and reſolved, on the firſt occaſion; 
that the abſence of the moon ſhould re- 
ſtore brilliancy to the ſtars, to dedicate an 
ode on that ſubject to the aſtronomer. 
At night, as ſoon as the lunar rays entered 
his chamber, he flew with rapture to the 
window, as to a ſituation that recalled to 
him more forcibly the image of Zilia ; he 
made ſome changes in the poem addreſſ- 
ed to her the former evening, added ſome 

deſcriptions 


pd IT. 


CONTINUATION OF RASSELAS, 71 


deſcriptions of the proſpect in his view, 


and retired to reſt with more than uſual 
tranquillity. 


Nekayah was not forgotten in theſe 
ideal compoſitions, and from the time of 
his finding this employment, he was leſs 
wearied with expectation, and conſe- 
quently more content with his preſent” 
ſituation. He no longer ſpent hours at the 
window looking towards the only acceſſi- | 
ble ſide of the mountain, nor liſtened to 
the noiſe- of the wind, in hopes it might 
be the trampling of horſes. He felt ap- 
plauſe in his own” mind for this new-ac- 
quired patience, as for a victory gained 
over himſelf, and the exultation of con- 
ſcious merit gave new "ſtrength to his re- 
ſolutions, 


C HAP. 
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R ASSELAS, was not oply reſigned 
to his fate, but began to be per- 
ſuaded that his confinement was rather a 
good than an evil. « How unthinking, 
and how ungrateful is man!“ ſaid. he, 
« how could I prefer the thoughts of 
ſlavery and degradation to the life I am 
now leading | It is true that I am de- 
prived of the amuſements of variety, and 
debarred from the reciprocal communi- 
cations of friendſhip, but I am equally 
ſaved from the mortifications ſo frequent 
in ſociety, and from the malice of hatred 
and envy. If I am incapacitated from 
doing good, I am at leaſt prevented 
from committing ill : it is true I am here 

* uſeleſs 
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uſeleſs to my friends, but I have the-fauſ- 
faction of reflecting that it was in their 
defence, and in the ſervice of my country 
that I loſt my Hberty. Nekaynh has ſenſe 
and reſolution; ſhe ean neither want friends 
to aſſiſt her wich advice, nor prudence to 
follow their counſels. Imlac and the aſtro- 
nomer purſued their path in life long be- 
fore they knew me: Dinarbas either pe- 
riſned nobly in the battle, or is engaged 
in the career of glory. Zilia—=—Zilia 
could never have been mine with honour 
to herſelf, and obedience to my father 
I am ſaved from the pain of ſeeing her 
in the arms of another, or of deſtroying 
all the happineſs of her life - Providence 
has certainly encloſed me here as a ſhel- 
ter from guilt, and I receive the Se 
with gratitude. 


© The hack whom we viſited in his 
_ retreat, 
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retreat, and accompanied back to Caito, 
was not contented with a voluntary re- 
tirement, and yet I have accuſtomed my- 
ſelf to forced ſecluſion, even without many 
of the advantages which he enjoyed 
whence ariſes ſo ſtrange a difference ? 
Perhaps, while the mind has a power of 
© wandering, it can never ſink into repoſe: 
perhaps, while choice is allowed us, in- 
conſtancy will attend our deſires: how 
mereiful is Heaven in allotting to man 
the part he is to act in this world! Did 
it depend wholly on himſelf, caprice 
Vould direct his actions, and remorſe 
would follow them. Reſignation ſhould 
be the favourite ſtudy of the wiſe, and 
the principal virtue of the brave, 


« How can a man think himſelf alone 
while ſurrounded with the nobleſt works 
of his Creator? while the planets, the 
{tars, 


785 
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. Rars, and that great luminary, whoſe ge- 


_ neral influence diſpenſes light and heat 
to the vaſt univerſe, afford a conſtant 


field, for. meditation and rhankſulneſs? 
How can he conſider himſelf as friend - 
leſs and unprotected, when the hand of 


Go. equally ſupports | the captive in his 


wretched dungeon, and the conqueror at 
the head of his triumphant army? when 
a moment may change the fate of either 
as his will directs, and when all their ef- 


forts, without his immediate aſſiſtance, can 
neither alter or continue their preſent 
ſituation? ? Uncettain as I am which is 
the moſt preferable of the various con- 
ditions of life, I am yet perſuaded, that if 
there is much diſappointment, there is 
likewiſe much comfort to be found in all. 
I will therefore form no other prayer to 
the Divinity, than to keep me from crime 
and error, and teach me to be wholly 
E 2 governed 


25 picks As, KT AUE: 
governed by kis Will. "Would it not be 
preſumption in à blind man to pretend to 
chooſe His path? All that he can do is 
to endeavour, 48 far as his ſtrengtk Wil 
"permit, to walk upright” in that wIHch is 
appointed him by his 8 are 
we hot all "morally blind What have 
the greateſt ſaves ikea but that they 
knew nothing? And ſmall we not yield 
ourſelves without reſerve to the direction 
of that Divine Leader, who not only allots 
for us the path it is moſt fit we ſhould 
purſue, but fupports and conſoles us 
amid the dangers and difficulties that 
furround it,” | 


CHAT. 
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SEGAYAH, INSTRUCTED Ir MISFORTUNE. 


DUNG the confinement of Raſle- 
las, various events happened in the 
forreſs where he had fe Nekayah. 


Arginded by Line, Nekayah went to 
the apartment of Amalphis: ſhe. found 
him ſeated on à ſofa writing: ſhe) was 
aſtoniſhed at his tranquillity, and advan- 
cing, enquired, wean... 1 
ir £ 


4 Lady. requrned | ” venerable, ver- 


Dr in the exerciſe of his duty; and 
while the funeral honours, chat juſtly be- 
long to the young hero, are Preparing, I 1 
take this moment to inform the emperor 

"" 3 of 
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of the ſucceſs of his arms...“ Is 
ſuch then,” replied Nekayah, “ the effect 
of philoſophy, courage, or reſignation ? 
Can they diveſt you of the ſeelings of 
nature, or teach you to ſupport. with pa- 
tience a loſs under which the wiſeſt have 
deſpaired, and the braveſt have ſunk | N 
« Lady,” ſaid Amalphis, « neither phi- 
loſophy nor reafon could , reconcile. me 
to the death of my ſon: they who-wauld 
cure grief by declamation, or ſtifle. ſenti- 
ment by reaſon, know little of the heart 
of man: the more 1 think, the more I 
am perſuaded of the virtues of Dinarbas: 1 
| the more I reflect, the more muſt I re- 
| gret his loſs. My hopes are over in this 
world, and happineſs is for ever baniſh- 
= ed from me: all that now remains is to 
do my duty for the * remnant of my 
lite, and then ſink into tranquillity: or 
riſe to glory. Grief dives not always ſhew 
itſelf 
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itſelf by tears and exclamations : if there 
is any power in philoſophy, it conſiſts in 
preventing us from giving exterior prooſs 
of our affſiction, but it cannot cute the 
wound inflicted on the heart: employment 
and activity may perhaps have a greater 
effect, but not in ſufferings like mine. 
The only reflection that ſaves me on the 
very brink of the precipice of deſpair, is 
reſignation to the will of Heaven; and 
the only motives, that can make me ou. 
wardly conquer my affliction, are my du- 
ty to my ſovereign and my love to Zilla: 
theſe,” added Amalphis with a loo o 
unutterable ſorrow, make me bear life, - 
nor trouble others with my complaints; 
but the anguiſh remains in my breaſt, 
and time or W en ſerve to- 
W (3 "115-7 Gong 10 ae 
| „ Ka ; 
The | cet retired: abaſhed, and pe- 
E 4 a netrated 


\ 
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netrated with the moſt poignant grief: 
ſhe threw. herſelf on her couch, and com- 
manded all her attendants, except Pekuah, 
to withdraw. © How can I ever for- 
give myſelf,” ſaid ſhe, © my dear Pe- 
kuah, for, conſidering, Amalphis as in- 
ſenſible ? Is not his the only true philo-- 
ſophy? He is miſerable, yet he will ſup- 
port his oyn character, and do his duty to 
health, and perhaps he will fall & victim 
to that ſentiment of which I ſuppoſed him 
incapable and what. am I ?- how have 
I treated the hero whom / I ſhall never 
ceaſe to lament ! Pride, where art thou 
now - Did I not, from the firſt moment 
of my converſing with Dinarbas, find in 
him all the noble fire of heroiſm, without 
vanity or rathneſs? all the livelineſa af 
wit, and all the depth of knowledge, 
without ill - nature and without pedantry ? 
| Was 
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Was not my, fuſt care to pleaſe and intereſt 
him, and when I perceived. with. joy the 
impreſſion e did I not aſſume 
the, air, of haughty ſuperiority and of 


mortifying indifference. And why?—be-. 
cauſe he treated me with peculiar reſpect— 


becauſe he wore my chains I made 
them ſtyl} more heavy, and uſed every 
art to render them laſting : if he had not 
hongured me, with a regard. of which I 
was unworthy, ſhould I not anxiouſly haye 
ſought delight from his eloquence, and 
inſtruction from his knowledge! Should 
I not have been ſtruck with, awe and. 
admiration at his virtue len power, 
how, dangerous art thou to all! How 
litle to bg, truſted in the hands of wo- 
man! Forgive me, Dinarbas.! my whole 
remaining life, a life of remorſe, ſhall ex- 
piate my aer 


V's ' 
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As Nekayah uttered theſe words, Zi- 
lia entered the apartment: ſhe ' was 
dreſſed in a long mourning robe, her 
| face was veiled, and ſhe was: attended 
by her women, habired i in the fame man- 


/ 


_ "1 

106 Nekayah, ” faid ſhe, © 1 a going 
to pay the laſt ſad duties to the remains 
of my brother: the funeral proceſſibn' 
advances towards the final habitation of 
the brave - wilt thou not join me in this 
melancholy moment? If the dead are 
conſcious of what paſſes on earth, the 
ſpirit of Dinarbas will rejoice in cby r re- 
ſpect to his memory; for he loved thee; 
O Nekayah! and if thy brother was 
here, he would pay with tears this ho- 
mage to his friend he would join me 
in my grief Nekayah had not 
power to anſwer, She made a fign that 


they 


7 
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they ſhould bring her a mourning ha- 
bit ; covered herſelf with, a thick veil, . 
and without — 2 word . 
the ſteps of Zilia.. . HAK 
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THE FUNERAL OF dah 


HE body of Dinarbas, Key in 
a rich robe, was carried on a bier 
decorated with branches of palm and 
laurel, by ſix of the choſen warriors 
whom he had commanded, while the 
reſt followed leading their horſes, all 
marching with their arms reverſed, - 
to the ſound of mournful harmony, 
with unfeigned affliction in their coun- 
tenance. Next to them walked Amal- 
phis, followed by Zilia, Nekayah, and 
their attendants, the proceſſion being 
cloſed by the remainder of the "garriſon, 
Dinarbas had gained the affection of all, 
and by all he was regretted, 


When 


. 
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When they arrived at the place of 
burial, which! was a ſmall valley on the 
banks of the river, the ſoldiers ſet down 
the bier; and the garriſon being formed 
into ranks, on one ſide headed by mal. 
phis, while on the other ſtood the female 
mourners, A venerable prieſt advanced, 
and according to the cuſtom of Abiſſinia, 
placing himſelf near the body, e 
ced the n oration: PURI Ane 


« Grips: not, 0 ye foidiers, eompa- 
nions of the hero whoſe obſequies we are 
met to celebrate: your lamentations can- 
not recal him to life: weep not, ye love- 5 
ly mourners, Dinarbas cannot be re- 
ſtored by your tears: Attend to the 
praiſe of his actions, and imitate his 
virtues all ye who regret his loſs: be- 
hold the fate of youth, of genius, of 
valour! Employ the fleeting hours, and 

let 
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let your life, like his, be — 8 
e e eee 1100 
1970 As l 

Per have oy be ben | 
but well haſt thou employed them: the 
burning ſands of Lybia, the ſtony preci- 
pices of Arabia, the fertile plains of 
Egypt, have been witneſſes of thy glori- 
ous deeds: conqueſt ſat on thy ſword, 
and humanity beamed from thy eyes. Un 
wearied by fatigue and hardſhip, uncor- 
rupted by the charms of; victory, tly 
mind was active as the northern breeze, 
and thy heart Pure a8 the ſtream that 
flows before thee-: - fierce as the | whirl--: 
wind in the day of battle, mild as the 
zephyr in the hour. of friendſhip, thows 
kneweſt all the arts of war, and all the 
ornaments. of peace] , merciful. to - thy 
vanquiſhed. enemies, unſhaken in thy 
reſolves, courteous in thy. manners, firm. 

* and 
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and urdent in the cauſe of honout and of 
thy country, thou lea veſt us to lament 
thy loſs, and to follow thy example! — 
ber who ſhall imitate "thee; O Dinarbas? 
, where ſhall we find the warmth of youth 
: united to the experience- of age? where 
mal we fee,” but in thy eomprehenſive 
. mind; the knowledge of the ſage who 

1] has paſſed his days in meditation, and 

£ that of the ſoldier” whoſe years have 

flowed” through the buſy ſcenes of active 

life?. Warriors ! like him fly the ſeduc- 

tions of diſſipation: Dinarbas, in the 

bloom of youth, endowed with all the 

warmth of fancy, was fuperior to their 
enticements: his greateſt conqueſts were 

over his on paſſions: he ſubdued them, 

or like vanquiſhed enemies made them ſub- 

ſervient to his great deſigns, and directed 

them with deſpotic ſway in the cauſe of 

virtue and honour. Superior to every 

obſtacle, i 
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obſtacle, when, he hag by his laſt afar. 
enſured his glory and of freedom, he 
fell in the arms of, victory, and expired: 
amidſt, ther acclamations of a gratefub . 
people. Strew his bier with flowers, 
O ye virgins of Abiſſinia! he has; ſyved: 
you from ſlavery and diſhonour—thrayr. 
palms and laurels around him, O ye war- 
riars! he led you to conqueſt, and he 
has left. you the fruits of his triumph 
and thou, Amalphis l by whom he was 
inſpired with heroic ardour and god-likæ 
virtue; thou whoſe precepts: and whoſe 
example he has ſo well obeyed and imi- 
tated, father of our hero, and father of 
thy troops | may the great exploits, may 
the exalted virtues of Dinarbas compen- 
fate to thee the ſhortneſs of the term 
which Heaven has granted him | and 
may theſe, thy other children, emulate 
equally 
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equally the valour and 3 
af clicks eee n 


Amelpbis 1 50. _longer. * 
L from tears; they trickled in abundance . 
; down his venerable cheeks; the chiefs of. 
due ary, ran coembrace his langes, and. 

the ſoldiers, whom; reſpect detained. from 
aching, filled the air with exelamgy,- 
| f grief for Dir, and e. 
r fidelity to his, father. 


Zila and Nekayah remained motion-. 
leſs in Ment ſorrow: the, , prieſt made 
ſigns for them to 25 ahd caſt flowers 
on the bier: they approached with trem- 
bling knees, and uncertain, "ſteps : the 
tender Zilia ſupported herſdlf, half faint- 
ing, on her women ; but Nekayah, fum- 
moning all her reſolution to pay the laſt 
tribute to the memory of Dinarbas, walked 
majeftically to the bier, and Tooking ſtead- 

faſtly 
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faſthy on the body, as ſhe ¶ſcattered roſes 
over it, thought ſhe” perceived the breaſt 
heave with ſome remains of life: dubious. 
and agitated between hope and "fear, ſhe , 
approached ſil nearer, when ſhe ſaw his 
eyes open, and again cloſe from the light 
of day, and ſoon after a "eh aſſured her 
he was yet alive. «No longer mourn, 
but affiſt your hero,” cried Nekayali, k 
wild wich joy, and yet trembling with 
apprehenſion ; * bring ſpeedy fuccour, 
and he may. ſtill be Preſerved to his 
friends and country—he yet breatbes 
— O haſte to fave him! 2 4 


The rapture and eonfuation - were uni- 
verſal. Amalphis thought that the ima- 
gination of Nekayah, affrighted. at the 
mournful ſolemnity, had flattered her diſ- 
turbed ſenſes with a momentary deluſion: | 
the moſt! Alful phyſicians, the whole gar- 

riſon,. 
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nion, had pronounced him dead. Amal- 
" Wh plus raiſed his eyes to Heayen—< Defend 
N me, all-gracious Power!” cried the ve- 
nerable warrior, defend me from this 

dazzling ray of fallacious hope, ſaye me 
from falling Kitl deeper into the abyſs of. 
miſery,” ; 
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2 | EMBARRASSMENT or NEKAV Al. 
RY. the cate | of thoſe Around him, Di- 5 
narbas was reſtored to life: he turn- 
ed his eyes with aſtoniſhment on Ne- 
kayah, Zilia, and his father. Amalphis 
could no longer doubt: he poured forth 
his grateful thanks to Heaven with all 
the feelings of a father, and ordered his 
ſon to be carried back to his apartment 
in the fortreſs, where, in a few days, 
his wounds were proved not to be 
mortal. 


Nekayah was in the mean time great- 
ly embarraſſed with her own reflections: 
ſhe was ſenſible that as ſoon as Dinarbas 
was recovered he would renew his viſits 

£9 
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to her! the” fapp6ſcd obligation uf "Her 
feſtorihg Him to lift would be a ſtrong 
claim upon His "gratitude, and he Could 
therefote no longer 400d fer Company 
even if he withed/it: his diſtaiit"reſpeRt 
"muft . change into tender acknowiedg- 
ments, and ſhe could not truſt her heart 
with receiving them. She now wanted 
counſel, and knew not where to ſeek it: 
Raſſelas, in whom ſhe had the higheſt 
confidence, was abſent: Pekuah was too 
ſubmiively attached to her miſtreſs to 
have any other opinion than hers: Im- 
lac ſhe ſuſpected of the ſame complai- 
ſance, and the aſtronomer was too un- 
knowing in the ways of the world to af- 
ford her any aſſiſtance. Amalphis and 
Zilia were the laſt perſons to whom ſhe 
could have applied, even if they had 
been acquainted with her fituation, -which 
| the did not chooſe to diſcloſe to them. 

In 


2 ; DINARS $514, Dan: 
In os e her mind 
olten reſted on the idea. of Dijnarbas. 
7 e Did, not, my ſentiments too, yearly. re- 
gafd himself, thought Nekayah, how 
excellent a friend might, I have found, in 
him. one in whom my confidence would 
have been ſecurely, placed, and whole 
; judgment . and - ſincerity, would have di- 
rected me in the PEN, of rk. a 
ol prudence!” 1 


Such were the anxieties of waage 
and ſhe ſoon had reaſon to perceive Why 
*were not n W SY i 2 


-NDinarbas recorarad.. his health, * 
bis firſt care was to viſit her. Zilia had 
informed him of the grief which the 
princeſs. had felt for his loſs, and the re- 
ſpect ſhe had paid to his memory. | His 
father had related to him the circum- 
ſtances of his being reſtored to liſe . by 
N ekayah, 
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Nekayah, and the joy that had appeared 
in her countenance. She had indeed fore - 
ſeen that all this would happen: but ſhe 
could not have ſolicited a concealment 
of her ſentiments. without giving a ſuſ- 
picion of their nature.. 


99 wy mf — 


When ſhe perceived Dinarbas entet the 
apartment, ſhe, endeavoured to hide her 
agitation, and turned the diſcourſe on 
the univerſal joy of the garriſon at his 
recovery, and particularly on the feel- 
ings of his father and Zilia: | ſhe ſmilingly 
mentioned the praiſes, which had been be- 
F ſtowed on him at his funeral, and congra- 
F tulated the young warrior, on the rare ad- 
g vantage of being informed of them: ſhe 
then changed the ſubject, talked of her bro- 


: ther, and of the fruitleſs enquiries made by 
s Amalphis after the Egyptian army. But 
N Dinarbas was not ſatisfied with the appa- 


. rent 
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tcont qeaſe Wich wileh ihd spoke of cir- 
- euthſtances chat, by the accονẽjẽůVef Ziha, 
er N rope 


= aegis, 8 e do he es 
me to thank you for reſtoring me to 
| life; my death would have been happy: 
Lhad done my duty, and my father and 
fellow ſoldiers approved my actions: my 
After had ſhown her regard for my me- 
mory; and I am told, that even Ne- 
kayah ſhed ſome tears over me — Had 1 
been ſenſible of ſo unexpected and ſo 
bleſt an event, I could have deſired no 
more. I am now reſtored to life and to 
your indifference; yet, Nekayah, you 
are miſtaken in Dinarbas, if you ſuppoſe 
him capable of - paſſing the bounds of 
that reſpect which he owes you: his 
conduct might have aſſured you of his 
efforts to ſubdue a paſſion, of which he 


is 


'T 
$ 1 
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is no longer maſter,” and for which you 
e ee W nnn 


te Dinarbas ! * 3 ha 3 
« J will be ſincere with you; I own my 
fault in not having ſooner been ſo: hear 
me, and learn the reaſons of my conduct; 
but firſt let me intreat your promiſe 
never, till you ſee my brother, to diſ- 
cloſe the ſecret with which I any INN 
entruſt you.” 8. 


Dinarbas promiſed all ſne deſired, and 
Nekayah continued, I am daughter to 
the emperor of Abiſſinia, and Raſſelas is 
his fourth ſon: curioſity after new ſcenes, 
and diſguſt of ination, firſt, induced us 
to leave the valley; you know the reſt ; 
judge whether I ought to hear you; 
judge, when J further confeſs, chat I hear 
you with pleaſure,” _ v 9! 

p F Dinarbas 


> 
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Dinarbas was leſs ſurpriſed at the dif- - 
covery of the rank of Nekayah, than de- 
lighred with her avowal of an attach- 
ment, which he could ſcarcely have 
hoped for; he was about to thank her 
with all the raptures of happy love, when 
the ny pra ** | 


* Dinatbas,” faid ſhe, © the difcovery 
1 have made to you is not to authoriſe 
your weakneſs or mine: the confidence 
I have placed in you, proves my opinion 
of your prudence, and my conviction of 
your honour. Pleaſed with the charms of 
your ſociety, ſecure in your reſpect, and 
eonſcious of my on principles, I ſhould 
perhaps have remained a long time in 
the delightful illuſion, without thinking 
of the uneaſineſs I was preparing for 
myſelf and for you: but, I had no right 
to leave you in error, and your conduct 

has 
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has deſerved that I ſhould explain my- 
ſelf: after this explanation, I fly to you 
for counſel and ſupport :. . aſſiſt me in 
clearing the miſt which obſcures our 
reaſon. It is true I conſider as a preju- 
dice the difference of our birth; but it is 
a prejudice . eſtabliſhed by the univerſal 


cuſtom of ages, and conſequently ought 


to be reſpe&ed by all who regard their 
fame: virtue is wholly in our on 
power, but fame depends on the breath 
of the multitude, and the multitude is 
governed by prejudice,” Ar 


F 2 CHAP. 
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r 


DINARBAS FfUSTIFIES THE "CONFIDENCE 
OF THE PRINCESS, 


TYNINARBAS, aſtoniſhed and diſtreſſed 
at the diſcourſe of Nekayah; re- 
mained for ſome time filent; at length 
recovering himſelf, © Princeſs,” ſaid he, 
ce J will not aſk your pardon for invo- 
luntary error: I thank you for the-confi- 
dence you have repoſed in me: you will 
ſoon judge whether I deſerve it: only re- 
member that though we may be maſters 
of our actions, we cannot command our 
ſentiments: mine will never alter ; but 
your ſincerity has found the only 
means of impoſing on them an eternal 

ſilence,” 
Having 


l 


w 


tl 
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Having ſo faid, he leſt abruptly the 
apartment. Nekayah arofe, went to the 
window, and raifing her eyes to heaven, 
« All-feeing Power!“ ſaid ſhe, © ſupport 
me in this hour of trial, this hour in whick 
Nekayah has refigned all the happineſs 
of her life: J feel the whole weight of 
the facrifice; 1 find T was not deceived 
in inn py | 

A fhott time after, Amalphis entered: 
« Lady,” faid he, my fon ts refolved 
to ſeek his friend: the captivity of your 
brother will not permit him to continue 
longer in a repoſe which he thinks de- 
grading to his honour, and injurious to 
his friendſhip. 1 approve” his intention, 
but not the deſire of its immediate execu- 
tion: his wounds are recent, his health 
not yet re-eſtabliſhed; join your en- 
treaties to mine, and he will perhaps 

F 3 delay 
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delay. for a few days his departure: my 
counſels, nay my commands have been 
fruitleſs.” . Zilia, who at this inſtant. en- 
tered the apartment, made the ſame re- 
queſt to Nekayah with tears in her eyes. 
The princeſs was more embarraſſed than 
ever, yet could find no reaſon to refuſe 
fo juſt a prayer: the ſent for. Dinarbas, 
and, before his father and Zilia, thank · 
ed him for his generous reſolution; but 
requeſted that he would defer, ta put it in 
execution till his health ſhould be r 


| From ren moment, 3  ſtudiouſly 
avoided all occaſions of meeting, Dinar- 
bas, except in company with Pekuah, 
Imlac, and the aſtronomer, whoſe live- 
ly and inſtructive converſation . always 
found new ſubjects, and prevented the 
fatal vacuity which Nekayah dreaded; 
yet 
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yet could not all her endeavours ſtop the 
increaſing ill: the conſtraint, which both 
the princeſs and Dinarbas impoſed on 
themſelves, ſerved only to augment; their 
mutual eſteem, and en defeat 
ed their intentions. 


Imlac, without penetrating the cauſe 
of an uneaſineſs which he had long per- 
ceived in the princeſs, imagined the ac- 
tivity. of her mind wanted new ſubjects; 
and that fatigued with always ſeeing the 
ſame things, and purſuing the ſame 
topics, ſhe was weary of her ſituation, 
and of all that ſurrounded her. He there- 
fore endeavoured to- find. out ſome no- 
velty that might fix her attention; and 
having been himſelf greatly delighted with 
the converſation of the prieſt who had 
pronounced the funeral ' oration . of Di- 
narbas ; he entreated leave of the prin- 

F 4 ceſs 
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ceſs to introduce him to her. Nekayati 
gladly accepted the propoſal : his dif- 
courſe on that memorable day was 
deeply engraved on her mind, and the. 
had often wiſhed for an a of 


converſing with him. 


- Elphenor was furpriſed at the pro- 
poſal of Imlac. © Immerſed as I have 
been for more than forty years,” faid 
he, © in the ſtudies neceſſary to my 
profeſſion, what entertainment can my 
converſation afford to youth and beau- 
ty, gaiety and wit? Your lady will 
beheld in me a man, who has given 
up all connexions in this world, except 
with thoſe individuals whoſe miſeries 
lead them to apply to me for aſſiſt- 
ance. I have been long diſuſed to 
the ſociety of the fortunate : however, 


I will neither refuſe the ſolicitations of 
kindneſs, 
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kindneſs, nor the requeſt of curioſity : 
I will accompany ,you whenever you 
comrmand me.” 


EX 


F 5 CHAP. 
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ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF. 
THE SACERDOTAL STATION. 


THE princeſs, Pekuah and the aſtro- 


nomer, were waiting with impa- 


tience for the arrival of Imlac with the 


prieſt: at their entrance, the princeſs 
roſe and reſpectſully ſaluted Elphenor : 
he returned her courteſy with a modeſt, 
but not ſervile humility ; and the con- 
verſation ſoon became general: it turn- 
ed on the happy event which had reſtored 
Dinarbas to his friends; and the prin- 
ceſs took occaſion to beſtow the warmeſt 
praiſes on the oration pronounced by 
Elphenor. © Lady,” anſwered he, © what- 
ever impreſſion my words may have 


made on the aſſembly, you are not to 
attribute 
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attribute it to the powers of eloquence.” 
1 will not, by a falſe delicacy, deny that 
J have been ſometimes flattered witfi ex- 
citing the applauſes of my auditors,” and 
that 1 have paſſed days and nights in 
ſtudying to deſerve them; but m late 
theme was of itſelf ſufficient to intereſt 
thoſe who heard me; and the hearts of all 
the aſſembly felt more than the moſt 
ſtudied diſcourſe could inſpire: If they 
approved of my words, it was becauſe 
they perceived my feelings were conge- 
nial with their own: in courts and in 
great cities, the flowers of eloquence 
may be employed, with ſucceſsful ſeduce 
tion, to perſuade the multitude into an 
admiration ef the imaginary virtues and 
the nugatory exploits of thoſe whom we 
are commanded to celebrate : the veil of 
dignity which conceals them from the 
people, the uncertainty. of opinions 

"FIGS which 


which diſguiſes them amongft their equals, 
favour the deception, and hide the falſity 
of the orator. But in a place like this, 
where every one had been witneſs of the 
life, and could almoſt dive into the heart 
of him whom I undertook to propoſe as 
a model for their imitation, ornament 
would have been vain, and deceit uſe- 
leſs ; beſides, I have long ſince given 
up the honours of elocution; and all my 
preſent aim is, as far as mortal frailty 
will admit, to pay due homage to truth, 
and to ſeize every opportunity of con- 
veying . inſtruction. and n to 
thoſe committed to my care.“ 


* This is the nobleſt of all aims,” re- 
phed the princeſs, © and the only one 
really worthy of the good and the en- 
lightened : your occupations, venerable 
Elphenor! are fo far above the common 

* purſuits 
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purſuits of mankind, that we cannot but 
conſider you in a ſtate _ infinitely ſuperior 
to the reſt of the inhabitants of this 
itſelf wholly to the ſervice of the Divi- 
nity, and to the comfort of our fellow 
creatures? | 


« My profeſſion,” | anſwered the ſage, 
is certainly deſerving of reverence and 
protection; but where is the ſtate of life 
in which a man cannot meditate on the 
power and - goodneſs of the Deity? in 
which he cannot aſſiſt and inſtruct other 
human beings ? It is true, we are pecu- 
liarly ſet apart for theſe duties; but do 
we always perform them? If we do not, 
how far more guilty are we than the reſt 
of mortals, who have other employ- 
ments, other avocations to divert their 


attention? Senſible of the awful charge 
committed 
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committed to our care, how poignant 
muſt be our remorſe, if we have omit- 
ted the means of guiding our diſciples, 
if we have led them aſtray by falls 
maxims a or bad erawple— kd n 
Here Elphenor made a ſhort N 
but ſoon added, with unuſual warmth, 
And where is the inſtructor who 
has nothing of this kind witch which 
to reproach himſelf ? Vet let me add, 
whatever may be the faults, whatever 
the negligence of the members of our 
order, We are often too ſeverely puniſhed 
by the ſtrictures of the world: the 
ſmalleſt error in our conduct, the ſmall- 
eſt weakneſs in our nature is harſhly 
eondemned, or cruelly ridiculed by the 
multitude, whoſe: eyes, ever open to the 
failings of their fellow creatures, are 
particularly intent on ours. We often de- 
ſerve 
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ſerve: blame, I confeſs, and; mankind has 
the ſame right to cenſure us, as the other 
inhabitants of the globe; but at leaſt let 
their cenſure be; equally! diſtributed, and 
let not a larger ſhare than we deſerve 
fall on our heads. Let them conſider, 
that however our thoughts are raiſed to 
heaven, our origin is the ſame as theirs; 
that we have the ſame inclinations, the 
ſame paſſions as themſelves; and whether 
the habits and reſtraints , of - the, clerical 
life give us greater means of reſiſting: 
them or not, is to me uncertain: either 
therefore the whole world is unjuſt, or 
our profeſſion, has no advantages l 
rior to thoſe Aan Hie 


« You have at leaſt,” ſaid Ws « the 
advantage of being and having been in 
every age, and. i in every, nation, the claſs 
of men to whom eyery one has applied for 

counſel, 
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counſel, and whom the greater number 
have obeyed without heſſtation- Tou 
enjoy the moſt flattering of all diſtinc- 
tions, that of refpe&; and you exerciſe 
the moſt powerful of all juriſdictions, 
for your empire is exerciſed over the 
mind: your influence has been equally 
felt in the great revolutions of kingdoms, 
and in the management of domeſtic con- 
cerns. While you enjoy theſe diſtinguiſh- 
ed prerogatives, can you wonder that 
envy ſhould attack you, or that man- 
kind, naturally : impatient of ſubjection, 
ſhould take the firſt opportunity of eman- 
- cipating itſelf from that reſpect, to which 
it ſubmits with pam, becauſe: enjoined as 
a duty.“ 


«Theſe very prerogatives,” anfwet- 
cd V rr * are * e enemies 
as ; 009 2.2 that 
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that we have to fear: dazzled with the 
ſpecious titles laviſhed on us by the 
world, convinced of the real advantages 
to be reaped from power and "influ- 
ence, pride has taken poſſeſſion of ſo 
many individuals among us, that cen- 
ſure has often called it the diſtinctive 
character of our order; and as ſim- 
plicity and truth have only power to 
govern rational minds, many of us 
who have aimed at univerſal domi- 
nion, have thought it neceſſary to em- 
ploy other means to catch the greater 
number. We have had recourſe to the 
aſſiſtance of pomp and luxury to com- 
mand the reſpect of the vain, and 
have armed ourſelves with all the ter- 
rors of ſuperſtition to ſubdue the ig- 
norant, the fearful, and the weak. 
Such have been the errors into which 

ambition 
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ambition has led us, errors more hurtful 
to mankind, than all the deſtruction 
which has followed the ſword of the 


General, or the projects of che Stateſ- 
man.? 
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DANGER OF aun] 


1 


N EK AT All, nen * the can- 
dour of Elphenor, told him that 
ſhe was aſſured he had no reaſon. to re- 
proach himſelf with che ills mankind, had 


ſhe doubted not but many others, though 
they might not have, attained, to the 


height of beneficence and | exemplary; 


conduct which , diſtinguiſhed him, yet 
had, to the beſt of their knowledge, ful- 
flled the duty oft their er e nem 


8 1 Lady,” anfoeccd the 2 
« I haye known many to whom I have 
looked up with reverence, . many who 
have ſubdued their paſſions with heroiſm, 


and 
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and who have devoted themſelves entire- 
ly to their functions; I have ſeen amongſt 
my brethren ſome examples of, uncom- 
mon fortitude, ſore who in times of 
that moſt dreadful ſcourge of human na- 
ture, general peſtilence, have Rendfaſtly 
remained with their diſciples to encou- 
rage and confole them, when univerſal 
terror had broken even the "ies of blood, 
and when the fear of death alone reigned 
with deſpotic fway. I Have known others 
who, firm in the cauſe of religion, have 
ſaerificed their life to their belief: but 
here much diſtinction is to be made: 
obftimate attached to his © nion, a 
man often mi ypotheſis for truth: 
and will often go as far in its defence. 
Every religion has had its martyrs, 
whoſe deaths frequently inſpire us with 


lefs ors el of their conſtancy, than 
ad abhorrence 


4 at . A TR. 
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abhorrence of the en of their intole- 
rant perſecutors.. 
„ mottyy didn $.: 
ce Sir, » ſaid the ltr your 
diſcourſe convinces me not only of your 
ſincerity, but of your judgment: I am 
therefore perſuaded you will forgive me, 
if I aſk you whether your piety is not 
often ſhocked, and your - underſtanding 
diſguſted, at finding yourſelf obliged by 
the laws of Abiſſinia, not only to practiſe, 
but to enjoin to others, ſome ceremo- 
nies which you cannot approve. Are 
you not grieved to find, that many of 
the more enlightened part of your dife 
ciples doubt of the moſt eſſential truths 
of our religion, on account of the ac- 
ceſſory circumſtances; invented by man? 
and to ſee that the lower 'claſs of thoſe 
committed to your care, embrace equal- 
ly the practices of exalted piety and of 
ſenſeleſs 
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| ſenſeleſs] fanaticiſm, while with affecting, 
though miſtaken zeal, they follow blindly 
every error into which Sanden, i 
ee ee e x nr ee 99 1 
* That 1 have elt all the — 
you now deſcribe,“ replied Elphenor, 
«you will | ſcarcely believe, when you 
ſee me purſue the practices which you 
ſo 2 diſapprove; yet nothing is more 
I venerate the unſullied purity of 
. and lament that it ſhould be 
encompaſſed with the veil of ſuperſti- 
tion; but ſome ceremonies are neceſlary, 
and they who have endeavoured” to diveſt 
it totally of ſuch,” have found thar reve- 
rence has been laid aſide, and reſpect 
forgotten, while fanaticiſm has taken 
the ſame hold of the ignorant, though 
it has aſſumed a different form. Er- 
ror is natural to man: the way ward 
mind 


I 
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mind will ever fubſtitute ſuperſtition for 
devotion, and ſophiſtry for philoſophy. 
Where can you ſee this more exemplified 
than in the ſcience which you have made 
your particular ſtudy ? During how _— 
ages has not the ftrangeſt 'of all errors, 
judicial aftrology, prevailed over the 
ſenſes of man, while the demonſtrations 
of aſtronomical truth have been neglect- 
ed? With reſpect to thoſe, whom you 
call the more ' enlightened part of my 
hearers, who condemn the whole of reli- 
gion becauſe ſome acceſſory circumſtan- 


. ces are faulty, they have likewiſe their 


incomprehenſible tenets and their parti- 
cular fanaticiſm; and it has been juſtly 
remarked, that none is more credulous 
than the unbeliever.” 


« Alas!” rejoined Nekayah, © who 
would madly give up the only conſola- 
tion 


tion in the time of Alen, the only 
refuge for grief, the only calmer of in- 
quietude? Without the aiding power of 
religion, we ſhould be abandoned to de- 
{pair—what other means could we find 
to conquer thoſe ſentiments and ſubdue 
thoſe afflictions which give way * to 
the ee of devotion. 


* « It is we hs anſwered chin | ſage, 
A religion is the univerſal and the only 
true conſoler; yet I muſt add, that from 
this maxim, true as it is, often ſprings. a 
moſt fatal error: the mind, weakened by 
affliction, falls more eaſily a victim to 
the baneful influence of fanaticiſm ; and 
when once it has begun to wander in 
the gloomy manſions of that deſtructive 
phantom, its energy is wholly loſt, and 
it is conducted by its haughty ruler amid 
the mazes of deception, till it loſes not 

only 
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only, the hopes "Fu nh £ warts 4. 5 
ping happineſs”, ... 


ly Tititation' has oſten afforded ne 
examples of this" trüth; Abt! E have been 


ſo much coHindcd of the danger, that, 
whenever the afflicted apply to me; aſter 
have exhorted them to hope in the be- 
neficence of that Being, who can raiſe the 
humble from the duſt, calm every diſ- 
cordant paſſion, and reſtore peace and 
tranquillity to the boſom lacerated by 
diſappointed ambition or hopeleſs love, 
I always counſel them to avoid medita- 
tion, to fly from ſolitude, as the moſt 
pernicious of evils, and ſeek in employ- 
ment a refuge from morbid care.” 


« The greateſt of all mental afflictions, 
the conſciouſneſs of guilt, may be leſſened 
by deprecating the wrath of offended 
Heaven, and by the exerciſe of active 

G virtue; 
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| Fe; Bor t ſübitttute indole Je 
ticiſm for criminal purſults; isVtily- wa” 

. changing one paſon, for another,: 
long thoſe precious moments which a 
De has granted] for, expiatory,” 
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TEKAVAH- was ruck wide che Ube 
vice of Elphendt, and ſtie th ne 
ceſſity of exerciſing eee he recom! 
mended. 451. 


The time now approathed which had 
been fixed for the departure of Dinatbas/ 
and every motive engaged him to hafen 
it: he ſelected only a fei horſemen t 
accompany him, that he might hot de 
the fortreſs unprovided in caſe of A 
cond attack; and, to the regret bf ith. 
whole garriſon; ſet forward on an enpe 
dition of which che ſucceſt wa under 
tain, i 18h boemat 


G 2 
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The firſt days of his abſence were ſpent 
by the princeſs in reflections on her con- 
duct; and thefe* reffections being na- 
turally 4 cnſolatoty, he applauded her 
firmneſs, and hoped that returning tran- 
qbPsy: would ſoon be the reward of the 

ſacnhge which ſhe had made: but after 

ſomed me paſſed in theſe thoughts, 

which were only interrupted by the 

uſual occurrences of ſociety, ſhe felt 

every, hour increaſing wearineſs. Un- 
willing to ſuppoſe her victory incom- 
plette, ſhe attributed her anxiety and 
reſtleſſneſs to the uncertainty of her fate, 
to/t the ſituation of her brother, to a 
thouſand cauſes, none of which had oc- 
curred to her a few days before. One 
morning, as: ſhe was immerſed in theſe 
contemplations, Pekuah entered, and in- 
formed her that the meſſenger, diſpatch- 
ed to the court of AbiMinia, was returned, 
and 
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and defired adMittance.. The ptinveſs 


was alarmed at this weligte for 
how could ſhe quit the fortref an re. 
turn to the happy 9 without her 
| rites 974 — n 0 "IHT9 AT 
ene een ee 

Thb nig after he had. proſtrate 
himſelf before Nekayah, delivered to Rr 
letters directed to the prince; which'"The - 
received and placed "beſide her oh thee 
ſofa: he then, by her command; Lelnted, 
that being arrived at Gonthar, the capital 
of Abiſſinia, he had found an univerſal 
confuſion ſpread over the city. Phe 
ſecond and third ſons,” ſaid he, d f your 
glorious: father, Sarza and Menks Kave 
rebelled againſt him, and the venerable 
monarch is almoſt a priſoner in his 
court: theſe princes, with whoſe ambi- 
tious characters you are not unacquainted, 
found means to eſcape ſrom the happy 
G-3 valley 


e 1 DINABDASOA DALE: 


Baſſelas, had made: they have raiſed. a 
conſiderable army,, and are already - ma- 
Herd: of che fertile province of Amhara. 
The emperor, on hearing of their 
revolt, took arms with celerity and 
'Tyarched. againſt them, having, firſt obli- 
guad his eldeſt fon | Zeggis to accompany 
Sim and, head the cavalry; but chis un- 
fortunate. prince being lately killed in 
a „ kirmiſh with ſome of che inſur- 
gents, -grief and deſpair Shave taken 
poſſeſſion of the heart of the em- 
Peror, who, has returned to > his/)gapits! 
ſurrounded : by his beſt troops, leavieg 
ther a3plen::the: de ge- 
wrt rh Finale b: 


10 eee ehe . — 
Urdu get burſt into tears, and ſaid 


cen him — happy 
4 ; | valley, 
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valley, 4hovgb, had | he not not diyeſted him: | 
elf of his obedience. to his ſovereign apd 
father,;Sarza and M enas,would n neyer h have 
dared to attempt an eſcape ſuperior to their 
courage and. to their penetration. Go to 
Raſſclas, . command .t him to come to,me 
immediarely, and expiace | his faple by the 
defence of his father : let Nekayah. fe- 
main where ſhe now is; but recommend 
to them both a total ſilence on their 
rank, as neceſſary in the preſent cir- 
cumſtances, leſt Raſſelas ſhould be in- 
tercepted by his rebellious brothers. My 
further inſtructions to him, and the or- 
der for the governor of the fortreſs to 
ſet him at liberty, ſhall be delivered to 
thee before thy departure.” Theſe are 
the papers, lady! and the commands 
of our ſovereign: I am not ſurpriſed at 
the aſtoniſhment which I perceive in 
your looks: the rebellion of the princes 
G 4 has 
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"has been baden, and is Cenduczedt, wich 
Tuch art as to prevent all + cottimunica- 
tion between the capital and che flon- 
"Hers: 2 bad the utmot cee to 


" eſcape their guards ; but I wilt not trou- 
ble you with. a recital of the als Git 


A _ guiſes 1 have employed te elde their 
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"HE wines er Fe the affliction 
of her father, and the misfortunes 
of the ſtate: ſhe reflected ſeriouſly on 
the ſhare ſhe had in cauſing them, and 
lamented her total inability of being uſe- 
ful to the emperor: ſhe found herſelf 
deſtitute of all aſſiſtance: Raſſelas ' was 
abſent, and in a ſituadon that made it 
impoſſible to eſtimate the time of his 
return: Dinarbas was, in conplnce 
with her wiſhes, departed in ſearch 9 
him; and ſhe was deprived of the pre- 
ſent, aid of that young warrior, without 
knowing whether he night ſucceed in 
finding the prince: ſhe aH, e- 
plexcd to know what directions ought 
1 to 


4 5 DINARBAS/1A ra- 


to be given tõ Amalphis in the preſent 
emergency. Pekuah conjured her to 
open the packet addreſſed to Raſſelas; 
but the firmly refuſed. “ My dear Pe- 
kuah,” ſaid the princeſs; can action which 
in itſelf is blameable can never be juſti- 
her by the lawfulneſs of the motive: to 
open letter addreſſed to another, is a 
chreath of :confidence, which political rea- 
ſons ay authorize; but which > honour 
and delicacy muſt ever rejett. Ikno 
imnot What orders the ernperor may?! have 
given to Raſſclas: 1: know his com- 
pn n alt 
2˙40 31112 1319 , Q1 idle 
clas aim ede ties 
ger to repair to Amalphis, and inform 
him of the rebellion, and of everything that 
hel wia permitted to tell; of her intention 
;of remaining with Zilia, to be in ſaſety 
from che horrors di war, and of the com- 
15 * nnn 3:4 | # ©; .mands 


mands impoſed; en -Raſeje-y bis ſeyo- 
en FE 337 
55> wh 50218. 
ns e variays 
n ſame intelligence of the flame 


which had made ſuch rapid progrels in 


Abiſſinia. Precautions may be obſerved, 
and veſpected for a ſhort time by a nu- 
merous army; but that will not remain 
a ſecret which many are enjeinnd 
keeps» abd many intereſted to dirulge. 
Not having received any inſtructions 
from the emperor, be Was uncertain 
howto aft; for deſpotic o por will nut 
even {be ſervVed againſt its commands: 


body of the enemy's troaps had / cut i 


fortreſs whigh-he,commanded,-equidi not 
make.a, ſuffisĩent defence .againkt the car 


n i they zadxaacted 
* attack 
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he was:hikewile cnformed, ithat iaiftrong 
all communication with the I capital: ithe 


— 


n © DINARBAS} APA LR | 


attack it; and the Egyptians might inveſt 
it during his abſence, if he àttèmpted to 

march to the aſſiſtance vf the emperor. 
Duty and prudence both determined him 
not to abandon his poſt, but w wait the 
a e F hett Her e 


TY i : 1 n 1 


. Every * ewe incieafed the 
anxiety of Amalphis, and redoubled the 
agitation of Nekayah. New reports of 
the ſucceſs of the princes, and of che 
want of conduct of the royal army, ſuc- 
ceeded each other; but in the midſt of 
their inquietudes, they. had the: ſatisfac 
tion of receiving an embaſſy ſent by the 
new Baſſa of Cairo, to make excuſes to 
the governor for the hoſtilities commit- 
wed by the Egyptians under the influence 
of: his predeceſſor. The Sultan had” no 
ſooner been informed of this \unatith6- 
rizeds * than he „ the lambiz 


M 3.5 tious 


1336 


tious Baſſa, and appointed another, 
who was directed to make reparation 
for the in iure, to reſtbre the pri- 


loners,, and, chaſtiſe che. delinquents. 
The envoy informed. Amalphis, that a 
large body of Turkiſh horſe had been 


ſent! to enſoree the orders of the folfah 
aoainſt-'the Egyptians and Arabs, who 
had ſo raſhly enliſted therfiſelves under 
che ſtandat of che late Baff Amalphi 
informed hun Wut priſoners had bern 
made in his diſtricty and partichlariy 
mentioned Raàſſelas as babing been taken 
inthe Rü. 5 "2G bent une 997 al 

13 429d bad yod gabuly 2000 228013160 
The envoy promiſed 1 

ligent enquiries ſhould | Be made; ant 
Ariliphts/Nikayahy; and Zilla conceip-. 
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ed the warmeſt hopes of the approaching 5 


liberty of Raſſelas. | 
M's * 
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R A SSEL AS hadabeen now * 
manths in confinement, and, from 
gompaxing in bas mind che Marions. condi- 
tions ef-life, and calculating, the reſources 
of, aclhgoatiancand philoſaphy, heb had rea- 
ſpned bimfelf into a ſtate of tranquillity 
nearly xelerabling;content. The ſlaves who 


ſerved him had again relapſed, into the 
obſtinate ſilence which they had been en- 


deggth, perceived an uneakinefs, and even 
ai terror in heir logks,. beer l 
neee. —92 


3244 pp Ik 3223ik 


_ One 


jrined, by, their; maſter. þut,Raſlcjas at 


42 
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| One day he Was ſurpriſed to ſind that 
at the uſual hour of rgpaſt no nouriſh- 
ment was brought him, and felt great 
unenſimeſs when; night drew: hear and no _ 
one appeared: he: liſtened, hut could not 

hear the:aceuſtomed: ſound:; of che vdices 

of the ſlaves: no light was reflected an | 

the ground from the narrow ,windaw, of 

their chamber, Which was under his On; 

he called to them, but geceryed: no an- 

ſwen: at length the. thought he; hęard che 

| noiſe of foatteps : he tepeated his call, 

when the ſlave, whoſe companion had not 

* BW *eturned that day with che ulyalproavidi- 

g ons: fram che valley, and WhO WAS:;SARc 

out to-ſeek: him, jagain Qacered, ghet, 

bot being (alone wauld not enter the 

, chamber of Raſſelas, leſt his priſoner 

. . The prince: paſſed che night without 

ä ve 
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Nave departing from the tower: in vain 
did he call to him, the ſlave only haſten- 
ed his pace towards the valley. Raſſelas 
compoſed himſelf wicht che idea that he 
Was probably gone to ſeck proviſions, 
and that the negligence of the other ſlave, 
i not returning the day before, had been 
the cauſe . remaining that day with- 
out food; but this day, like the forme, 
being ſpent in vain expectation, the ſolici. 
tude of the prince was now changed into 
| apprehenſion of the moſt horrid of deaths, 
All was ſilent and deſolate around him; 
darkneſs” came on without the conſoling 
ptoſpect bf reſt, and the laſt . drk adſul 
hour: of fate ſcermed to draw'inear! _ 
the OI N or the balm n 
15110 ; 139715 77 
g ede had faced dearly with deen 
dity in che rage of battle, but ies preſet 
. "filert and cold apptoaches were far dif 


* "rent: 
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rent: 4 greakeb fare of coutage was Here 
neceſſary to ſubdue} uiaided by the voice 
of glory, the horrors of diffolution, and a 


more enalted reſignatioff muſt inſpire him, 
to abanlld every tie thut can endear c- 
iltenee, withdur' giving the laſt coutiſels, 
and wichout talking tlie laſt fare wel... 


CANgeonRIr Id ien ien bree 


et! aber ins fortitude fufficient 
. to: reſign .himfelf to. thei wilb of Heaven, 
and tayaitz:withduy impatience, the cloſe 
of this ſcene bi ſolitary w Wb. 5d % 01902 


Sleep, which flies Fark agitation, may 
yet naturally follow reſign ation. Raſſelas 
had paſſed ſome time in the calm of ob- 
livion, when an unuſual noiſe awakened 
him, and he had ſcarcely time to riſe be- 
fore he ſaw his chamber door burſt open, 
and ſeveral armed 'Turks enter his apart- 
ment: their chief informed him that they 
were ſent for his deliverance, and had or- 

ders 


m=— -: 1DINARR eb 


ders co conduct him £91 tas Hoctreſs wn. 
ada by Habe 1-1. n „Hir 
uli 0 dn 221), HON: 
„Ke duld him, cem ewe he. 
tan, and, the iniunctigns he, had laid onchi 
tops tog make diligent: ſcarch after e 


priſonęrs, and infosmed;him hey: had dif 
covered his retreat by intercepting the 


1:flaves: the :Grlt, he ſaid, would not be. 

tray his truſt, but the ſecond, gore feu. 

I or: more»: compadtiionate; a had gui 
them to the. ꝓath ä Salone d 
tower was acceſſi . 
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O v uo endo 41120, ,vaikey 
JPzAs long TON the min 
of Raſſelas, or conſidered TI 
merely as illuſions, now returned w 
new- acquired force: he ſoemed i to — 
-deavour'to: retrieve: in a moment alk the 
time he had beſt infolirate hectare 
queſtion -on - queſtion, but ſoon ad his 
attcntion-wholly engreſſed by the intelli- 
Leenee which the Turks- gave him f the 
1 + SR 
Grief and remorſe wh \poſleſion of all 
his faculties, and, without knowing the 
manner of the eſcape of the princes; or 


thinking 


4 7 
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thinking on the reproathes of his father, 
he already condemned himſelf for having, 
though from innocerit motives, ſet them 


the, example of diſabedience; he was now 


more than ever convinced of the evyil 
ariſing from a capricious love of- change; 
and of; the neceſſity that every ma 
;hould be content with the ſtation in 


Which he is placed. To my own rei 


leſs diſpoſition, ſaid. Raſſelas to himmſel 
- *, I; owe;ther humiliation of fruitleſa en 
quiry, the diſgrace and wearineſs of im. 
priſonment, the pangs of hopeleſs lou 
and the remorſe; of not only having de- 
ſtroyed the peace of my father and of m 
country, but of having driven my bee 
thers into the moſt odious crimes.” 


He The prince, in conſequence of thel 
reflections, entreated the Turks to haſte 
| thei 


1 
* 4 „ 


CONTINUATION, OURASsBLAS. 1411 
their march, till · with aftoniſhing rapidity 


0, Wl they- arrived at the fortreſs commandled 
mW by Amalphis : here Raſſelas heard;andule; 


tin&i: account of the rebelhon;of his he- 
thers, and rectived the letter of the em 
peror from the prinetſs, who :anxioufly: 
[enquired of Raſſęlas whether he:-owed: 
his liberty to Dinarbas, relating to him 
te exertions of frindſhip in that young 
warcior:, The prince felc all · the warmth 
of gratitude. and affection, and bitterly 
m-Wregrerted the abſence of his generous: 


wei rend: he then | haſtily, read over the 
de etters that explained to him the preſent 
lte of his ſovereign, who, aſter having 
no Wtenderly reproached him for abandoning 


the happy valley, conjured him to come 


hel y, and aſſume the regal power. 1. 
ict too old,” ſays the emperor, to di- 


hei bac 453225] 24k 


to his aſſiſtance, take the command of the 


14% Dran derne: 


roct ther thunderbbles/of/ war, or to hold 
the fbalanctꝰ of juſtite: come and receive; 
tko imptrialiliadem fromthe hand: of thy: 
father ri c er and-puinſtchy:rebellibus 
brothers, horn blind affection might lead 

me ton ſpare: let Nekayah remain with 
che brave Amalphis;-whoſe virtues ab 
ſervices have been long known to me 
and whom long ſimce I ſhouldthaver pro- 
moted to higher employments, had 1 not: 
cnſidered his uſeflilneſs on the | frontiers! an 
his fidelity is approvedy yet make him m1 
acquainted with thy rank or that of thy 
ſiſter: I de not think he would berry 
you te Sarza; but it would not be pr 
dent to give hich ſo greut a claim to te- 
ward, as thek Hie wn protection of a ſon 

d daughter of the emperor of Abit 


9 
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This letter made a ſingular impreſſion 
; * 


* 
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on Rüſſels: A Eller; ul 

was averſe to ch] it 4 ſectnid tie tHe" 
fol of dſcbecketlee: yet N hürhaniey 
wid ſhed At the idea of depriving his"! 
brothers of their" right of faeceich't! an 
he-recoiled with Horror flo tts warme 
of their putiiſhitient:'' His generety - 

equally diſguſted at the diffidence ant 
unthankfulneſs ſhewn by the emperor to- 
wards a man, whoſe fidelity ne cotifeſfed, 

and whoſe bMevery he adrffiretf· THe prihct” 
then periiſed We ithpetie? hhantlate, witer 
e was to deliver” to \Kimalþhis} weren 
te governor Was infortntd that Räffelas 
and Nekayah were the” Childreh of one” 
the ernperor s favourite ettits; tat“ 
dalſelas was to have permiffio to repait- 
<iately to court; and - that Ne RA 
Ras to en under the Protectidh were 
ernor :- Wor res. 2: 931029 
N | The 


— 
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The. prince, having debated: an inſtent 
in his on, mind, nom thought hipaſalf at 
liberty go conſult his inclinationꝭ 2, all, his 
flligl deference, for a, father, cguld pogring, 
duce; him t0-jimjrace ; his ingrgritydgiz he- 


ſought, the good old warrior; delixered go, 


him che emperor's need, ſpoke 
thus, 11/3945 5s gu viſe 


c *01594m9 Ut id nw Snoring 


I mult, depart; Amaalphis,nand-haxe, 
not wards; to expreſs. my ſenſe.af An 
portant ſcrvices which you have done m 
to you I owe, not, only protection and ſup- 


out you, ſhovld haye nothing at preſem 


to offer to the emperor but raſh, and. un- 


ſkilful valour, r. at; beſt but idle, theory 
raden practice. You, have taught me 


che gnly trpe philoſpphy,, reſignation and, 


patience : I leave you oyerwhelmeg. with, 
54 | | obligations, 


2 


port, but inſtruction and — ih N 


CONTINUATION OF RASSELAS. . 145 


obligations, yet I muſt entreat you to add 
one more, and that the greateſt which 
you have in your power to confer : 
promiſe to make me happy in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of Zilia; let me be aſſured by your 
unerring faith, that you will conſent 
ſhe ſhall be my wife, when the troubles 
of Abiſſinia are appeaſed, and I ſhall de- 
part contented.” 


an 


Amalphis read the emperor's mandate, 
reſpectfully kiſſed the ſignature, and faid, 
My ſovereign's orders ſhall be obeyed — 
as for your requeſt, Sir, I thank you for 
the honour you are diſpoſed to confer on 
my family; but, contrary to the cuſtom of 
our country, I diſclaim all right over the 
choice of Zilia: if ſhe conſents, I ſhall be 
happy to beſtow her on a man, whoſe 
conduct and principles I have ever 

H eſteemed, 


 PÞ-ÞP. HGH TH 3 
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435 


1 
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eſteemed, and whole "i ndnefs 1 arm 45. 
bitious to preſerve: permit me to conſul 


her inclinations; Zilla is ſincere, | 
 foondeterininem my anſwer. 0X 
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C HAP. XXII. 
TEE POWER or ARTIFICE. 


ILIA was neither unacquainted with 
the ſentiments . of Raſſelas, nor in- 
ſenſible to them: ſhe had indeed en- 
deavoured to fu ppreſs her ſenſibility, be- 
cauſe ſhe could ſee no reaſon for the con- 
cealment of his rank from her, and none 
to prevent his demanding her of Amal- 
phis, whom ſhe informed. of all chat had 


paſt in her mind on this occaſion, freely 


ſubmitting to him what anſwer ſhould 


be given t. to Raſſelas. bias . 


A * 
12 141 


Amalphis | liked, and, introduci eing 
Raſſelas, acceded to eyery hope of their 
mutual affection, with tears of paternial 
benediction. | 


H 2 Nekayah 
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Nekayah took her brother aſide, and 
imparted to him all her converſations 
with Dinarbas:: he forbore to make re- 


marks on her ſtory; for happineſs can- 


not eaſily conſole, and has no right to 
upbraid diſappointment. 


oy 


Aſter 2 few moments given to Kind- 


neſs and gratitude, Raſſelas quitted the 
fortreſs, and, conducted by the meſſen- 
ger, whoſe precautions for avoiding 1 
diſcovery were again ſucceſsful, arrived 
at Gonthar, the capital of the kingdom of 
Abjfſinia., He found the city in a, ge- 
neral conſternation, though the forces of 
the princes were ſtill at a conſiderable 
diſtance. The emperor, ſurrounded by 
a few aged counſellors, who had never 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves. in their youth, 
and whoſe timidity and indolence had 
increaſed with their years, was divided 
| between 


a © 0", nw 
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between fear and anger: the puniſhment. 
of the rebel princes was alone the theme. 
of debate, while every meaſure was 


taken to guard 5 their N 


In the mean time, e were 
frequent in the royal army, the chiefs of 
which were tyrannical without firmneſs, 
and profuſe without liberality: their 
pomp and magnificence demanded con- 
tinual fupplies, and exhauſted the pro- 
vince in which they were encamped: 
they did not chooſe to hazard either 
their reputation or their ſafety in a ge- 
neral engagement, and they were uſually 
defeated in the ſkirmiſhes . with which. 
they were perpetually harraſſed by the 
princes. Had theſe continued to conduct 
themſelves with diſcernment, and pro- 
ited by the advantages daily given 
cem, they would have made the moſt 

R'3 -- ðͤ 
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rapid progreſs; but diviſion had taken 
poſſeſſion of their camp. Sarza was 'of 
a haughty and violent temper; ſudden 
in his reſolves, and uncertain in their 
execution; prodigal even to madneſs, 
and openly avowing the moſt reprehen- 
| Gble inclinations,” which he- ſpared no 
means to gratify; impatient deſirous 
of attaining” his end, yet neglecting in 
the arms of pleaſure, the wa Barry, 
Nee mussen. = 1 . 

7 1H; Af "ni 45a 
Menas, OY no leſs N ad 
a" more regular plan and more!” appa- 
rent modeſty : his vices- were more cat 
tiovſly concealed from the eye of public 
ſtricture, and his love of pleaſdre wis 
ffattered by the hopes of a cron, which 
would put him in pofſeſfion of alf he 
bold deſire: he afted® apparently for 


his brother; -attd 9 gave. ont 
bin that 
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that he had no other wiſh chan to 
place the diadem « on the head o of Sarza ; 5, 
yet he laboured to form a party, that 
might ſupport him in his pretenſions, 
when his brother by | his imprudence ſhould. 


have loſt the affections of the people; 


which he thought muſt. inevitably hap- | 


pen, on his aſcending! the throne - of 
Abiſſinia. Though. at preſent the minds 
of the multitude were much more H- 
vourable to the ſplendid Sarza than to 
the cautzous. Menis, as the exterior 
accompliſhments of. the former were 
more ftriking, his temerity being de- 
nominated heroiſm, and his love of 
pleaſure popularity, yet the | eps of 
Menas towards power; were more fure ; 
and, as he had been che inſtigator 
of, the attempt, i ben was the ſup- 

porter of it; thou gh all. the nation. 


11 4. cConſidered 


#13 49 


— 


\ 


152 DINARBAS, A TALE: 


conſidered Sarza as the only author of 
On ; 


Such were the enemies whom Raſ- 
ſelas was commanded by his father to 
oppoſe, and theſe enemies his own 
brothers N 1 


As ſoon as he arrived at the camp, 
he was inveſted by the generals with 
the ſupreme command: his firſt care 
was to introduce diſcipline and fruga- 
lity among the troops: he ſucceeded 
in his attempt without loſing their af- 
ſection; and ſet them that example 
which virtue or ſhame obliged them 
to follow, When he thought his ar- 
my ſufficiently diſciplined to face that 
of the enemy, he advanced towards 
the kingdom of Amhara, and met the 


rebels on a large plain near the city of 
| Bagemder ; 
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Bagemder ; where he ordered his troops- 
to halt, and having formed them into» 
order of battle, ſent a meſſenger to- 
demand a conference with his bro-- 
thers.. 


: : 
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| x TIS 
RASSELAS ENDEAVOURS TO PRODUCE 


A RECONCILIATION. ; 


PHE two princes advanced to meet 
Raſſelas into the middle of the 
plain, and, after a royal pavilion had 
been erefted, entreated him to enter; 
but Raſſelas declined the offer, and in- 
ſiſted on their conference being held in 
the open air, and in fight of the two 


He began by an enquiry into the 
cauſe of their impious rebellion, and re- 
ceived for anſwer, the uſual pretences for 
inſurrection, complaints of the emperor, 
artfully veiled in reſpe&ful terms, open 
OY accuſations 


155. 
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accuſations of his fayourites and mini- 
ſters, zeal for the public good, . and, 


dread of inc u a. 


Raſſclys wie "LY ao hey: were 4 
and ſuhjects of the emperor, and chat, 
whatever might be the faults of govern- 
ment, they were nor authorized, either 
by the nation, or by its chief, to attempt 
a reformation: he entered deeply into 
confiderations of the reſpect due to the 
monarch and the ſather; 5 of. the bane- 
ful influence of the ſpirit of rutiny.; and 
of the danger of ſoreigu invaſion, while; | 
the arms of Abiſſinia were turned again}. 
berſelf. He finiſned by comuring the 
princes to return to: their, duty, and by 
accuſing himſelf of, having, by, his des, 
parture from the happY Valle, given 
them the firſt example of diſabedience:; 
he ae them e Parr 


don, 
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: 


don, and a general ' amneſty to their 
troops. . | 


Sarza was affected at the diſcourſe of 
Raſſelas, which was ſometimes pathetic | 
and ſometimes forcible, and ſeemed will- 
ing to enter into a treaty of accommoda- 
tion, of which he deferred the execu- 
tion till the next day, PGRN 


The different Aiman of the bro 
thers had not eſeaped the obſervation of 
Naſſelas: he knew the character of each, 
and felt all that was to be apprehended 
from the dangerous influence of Menas. 
He retired into his tent, hopeleſs of re- 
conciliation, the expectation of which 
was general in the two armies; but Ra- 
ſelas knew that Sarza was only to be- 
prevailed on by ſudden ſtarts of convio- 


9 
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tion, and that,- if he delayed to: ſolle 
the momentary ray of virtue, he decame 
the victim of the firſt ſeducer whoſe in- 
reſt it was to preſent a different coᷓn- 
ſe] in a plauſible light: he wanted that 
firmneſs without which virtue — | 
nme 


Theſe refledtion diltrefed; the 7prince'r. 
whenever he turned: his thoughts on the 
continuation-of the war, he ſaw: nothing. 
but horror, whether in conqueſt; os de- 
feat: ſometimes however he would think. 
that he had-conceived too harſh an opi-+ 
mon of the character of Menas, and. 
ſometimes he flattexed himſelf that Sarza. 
would have 1 
his infinuations.. 


with impatience for the morning, a ſtran - 
ger was announced whom he perceived, 
chrough 


1% MINA Nr ] * 


threugh the ed ut bo tand ion 60 
be is brothen Menus: he commanded 
his attendlants to wit hdraug and then! en- 
quired the vceaſion of his: yifie. . 
"2695 eee : g vidiboulq si, l 

e Thou maxeſtr ſee; Raſſelas, aid 
Menas, the confidence I place in thy 
generoſity: I come to treat with thee, 
and th free myſel fore every ſuſpit ion 
that may have ariſen in thy breuſt againſt 
nr: 60094 knoweft the htadſtrong dif) 
poſition of Sarza: ambition and ill coun· 
ſors enflamed him with a daſire of 
ſeieing the 'reins of government, and 
eheloſing his father: in the palace of the 
valley; there to finiſh his days in peaceful; 
pleaſires. Aſter vainby endeavouririg) to 
diſſuade him from an enterprize, Which, 
whatever might be its motive, muſt al- 
ways have the appearance of diſobe- 
1 e eee fats 
uon tering 
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ering” myſelf dur P fduld be sbb Let. 
ſome bounds to the ĩmpetuoſity oſo lia 


temper, and ſve both n father and 
the nation from the tempeſt which me- 
naced them. Hitherto I have ſo neus 
ceeded, as to prevent unneer ſſaty eiu 
flon” of blood, and my ;brothen has nom 
redueed his ambitious -fchemes, to a ne- 
dreſs of grievances, and change of bad: 
miniſters,” particularty: ſince» you (hive 
joined your efforts to mines; for I have 
obſerved; ſince | yefterday's conſerenie, 
that he is more than even diſpaſed to 
follow my advice, and ſubmit hitnſelf 
to our offended father on the conditions 
I have mentioned. Tour on vontluct 
proves that you were wearied and indig- 
nant at the canfiriement” in the valley; 
we intend to enact from our father a 


promiſe that no fon af Abiſſiaia dhallbe 
again reduced to that ſtate of reſtraint 
and 
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and ĩnaction, and tu entteat that he will 

beſtow on us employments, of which 
we may without wanity declare ourſelves. 
_ pernicious! miniſters by whom: he is ſur- 
rounded. My deſire is that you will join 
us in this requeſt; you are leſs odious to 
our father, and may more eaſily prevail: 
ceffary to our general welfare, even 
fhould conqueſt fmile on your arms, you 
will have not only the remorſe of having 
deſtroyed your, brothers, but will expoſe 
yourſelf to the artful ſnares and malicious 
envy of a, court: your triumph will be 
mort, and: your ruin certain. 110 


Brother !?” replied the prince, 0 I'wiſh 
we could with juſtice ſay that blood has cc 
n Ih 9 7 ih death 


2 
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death of Zengis? I am grieved to be com- 
pelled to reproach you with it ; but ſhould: © 
be far more grieved were my future life 
to be poiſoned with a like reproach : yet 
mine would be the crime of neceſlity ; 
yours has been that of choice,” 


« , Menas, thou doſt not ever 

ſuſpe&t me of being capable of 
accepting thy propoſals ; my father can 
have no worſe miniſters than rebels; and 
were I to perſuade him to receive you 
into his councils, I ſhould render myſelf 
an accomplice of your crime. If you 
will return to your duty, your ſubmiſſion 
muſt be unconditional, and ſo will be 
your pardon : I truſt theſe conſiderations 
may have their due weight: to-morrow's. 
conference, or to-morrow's battle, de- 
cides your deſtiny.” 


Raſſe las 
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RNaſſelasd ſaid» not more iht em- 
mandel his guards to conduct theoprince. 
in ſafety to his tents. bora ir 1 
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VICTORY. a- GRATITUDE 10 5 
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0 
1102? Dus 6510 14918 
TAE. next i Wg. by break of day, 
the two armies appeared as before; 
drawn up in order of er the con- 
rede Wis ien 0 2348 n ee 
in 
Menas, Who ne bed 
firmneſs he obſervec in Raffelds} to ap- 
prehend that a general engagement would 
not-be. favourable to the feels Had by 
this time chatiged his opinion,” 6r at leaſt? 
wiſhed to amuſe his” brother with® the 
proſpeet of! a-reconcitiati6h j but Sarta's 


impernofity now took place of his rel 

turning affection: he broke the econſe- 

rence, gave the ſignal ol battle, and 
ſcarcely 


__- DINARBAS, A TALE: 


164 
ſcarcely leſt Raſſolas time to ſet. himſelf 
at the head of his army before he attack- 
ed him with impetuofity. 


The prince defended himſelf with in- 
trepidity and ſkill, and his troops better 
diſciplined, though inferior in number to 
the enemy, ſeconded his wiſhes: he had 
particularly commanded: his ſoldiers to 
ſpare the lives of the princes. Sarza. was 
taken priſoner, but Menas eſcaped by 
flight : a part of the army nn 
and the raſt were . | 


__ Raſſelas returned | Senken and 

laid the trophies of victory at his fa- 
ther's feet: he with difficulty obtàin- 
ed the pardon of Sarza, whom the em-- 
peror had reſolved to ſacrifice to his re- 
ſentment, or rather to the counſels of his. 
miniſters. At length, in conſideration 
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of the ſervices and ſupplications of Raſſe - 
Jas, he decreed that Sarza ſhould retum 
to the happy valley, accompanied with a 
ſtrong guard, by which he was to be con- 
I a omen 


The ano then * tie: e Gagen | 
from his head, and would have placed it 
on that of Raflelas, but the prince re- 
ſolutely refuſed to accept it, and F 
his intention of retiring to the happy 
valley, whence he would never more de- 
part, except by the expreſs commands of 
the emperor, and. in e 146] 
cies of the ſtate. - | 


The emperor at firſt combated his re- 
ſolution with ' gratitude and tendernefs, 
but finding Raſſelas ſteady in his deter- 
mination, and attending himſelf to the 
repreſentations of his favourites, who 


were 
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were not ſorry for che prince's depar- 
ture, he at length conſented to his, re- 


treat, loading him with riches and ho- 


nours. 


Raſſelas, before he departed, gave his 
father an account of Imlac and the Aſtro- 
nomer, and deſired that they might be 
permitted to accompany his n 1 
n to uy or 


* 


He . Aralahis to the 
Wb who promiſed to reward his 
ſervices: he likewiſe informed him of his 

own engagement with Zilia, requeſting 
permiſſion to conclude a marriage, which, 
though contrary to the cuſtom of Abiſſi- 
nia, might be authoriſed by the appro- 
bation of the emperor, and would add 
happineſs to his retirement. To this he 
obtained no other anſwer than vague pro- 


miſes 
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 miſes; of compliance, hen the troubles 
of the; ſtate ould be, perfectly appeaſed, 


which N OY um 
ful; 215 a tn 0 NIH 2 IE?! 


100 


By the uniccoyntable + de ire of - ſecrecy 


in ma ters "of no avail, "which forms all 
the palicy' of weak | governments affiſt- 
ed by the inviſibility of deſpotic prin- 
ces and their fanylies,, the Perſen and 
hiſtory of Raſſelas v were unknown, though 


his actions could not be c ncealed. It was 
generally underſtood in Abiſſinia, that one 
of the king's ſons had headed the army 
and gained a deciſive victory: that he 
was to return to the happy valley, whence 
they ſuppoſed he had been taken for the 
conduct of the war; but no more was 


known, and no further enquiries were 
made. 


Raſſelas however received from his 


4 troops 
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troops the moſt ſincere” teſtimonies of 
_ affection and regret. ' The man who haz 


- ſhared the dangers of his general in the 


field, is neither ignorant of his true cha- 

_racter, nor will be ſilent on a ſubject ſo 

intereſting to his own honour. - The ſol- 
diers idolized the valour, and reſ pected 
| the prudence of Raſſelas, and even de- 
clared they could not ſerve under another 
"commander, after having followed the 
orders of their beloved prince. 

| 
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CHAP. xxv. 


RETROSPECT OF A L1FE or DISSIPATION. 


421 


HE prince vita to make 2 viſit 
to the fortreſs before he devoted 
himſelf to laſting ſecluſion ; but the em- 
peror having expreſſed a deſire that he 
would loſe no time to accompany his 
brother Sarza, who was conſidered as 2 
priſoner of ſtate, he departed from Gon- 
thar, and ſoon arrived at the happy 
valley. fi a | 


It is difficult to expreſs the ſentiments 
of Raſſelas when the maſly gates, which 
ſeparate the valley from the reſt of the 
univerſe, cloſed behind him. Amalphis 
and his ſon, Imlac, the aſtronomer, and 
Nekayah, but above the reſt Zilia, pre- 

I ſented 


* 


10 Dang as A in 


” Cented themſelves forcibly to his mind: 


he found as much reſolution was neceſ- 
fary in this moment, as when he thought 
himſelf condemned to periſh unknown in 
the Arabian tower. He ſought the palace, 
and had the additional mortification of 
finding that neither his victory nor his 
8 received the praiſe which they 
deſerved; ; that his return was. conſidered 
as an act of compulſion, and that curi- 
oſity and ſuſpicion alone brought 2 


around him. 


But, ſupported by the ſentiment of 
conſcious virtue, he looked on all his 
ſufferings as ſo many additions to his 
triumph: that effort which impels to 
great actions, or painful ſacrifices, con- 
tinues awhile to. ſppport the mind with a 
ſort of elaſtic force z. but time dimigiſhes 
the communicate vigour, and. it fall 

+ again 


| found himſelf weary alone of the happy 
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igain-into drjeftion- and languor. - Suck 
was the ſtate of Rallelas, bo no longer 


valley, but weary of his exiſtence. In- 
different to- inſtruction, and inſenfible to 
hape, he wandered in ſolitode without 
enjoying) the; benuties of hature; and re- 
turded to the palace without admiring-the 
works of art. nl d es 
701 only Slot w bid dr ng 0 5H fun 

His melancholy was increaſed by the 
deſpair of Sarza. A gloomy hortor had 
taken the place of anhbition in the heut 
of this miſtaen prince: he found lie had 
been miſled by thoſe: whom he had neſt 
truſted, and regardedRaſlelas in no other 
light than as a chnqueror. "Shame 
and anger made him reject the conſdla- 
tions of a brother, who now feeling no 
other ſentiments for him but thoſe of 
aue 1d eee enceayoured, 
| 4 12 ww 


17 


with unremitting ſolicitude, to ſoften the 
impreſſions of his grief, and the Nr 
N 148 ali ume 

zei fo run Rs Wy 
: The effoitsof Rane were: long: fruit- 
leſs. He had the pain of ſeeing that Sarza's 
ſelas became ſtill more aſſiduous to conſole 
him: he ſoon gave up his whole time to this 
employment, and found in it a-mourriful 
ſatisfaction that compenſated the morti- 
fications he endured. Whenever he per- 
ceived in Sarza the leaſt ſenſibility of his 
attentions; a heartfelt pleaſure repaid him 
for his anxiety; and he began to thank 
Heaven for having placed him in a fv: 
tion to aſſt his brother. 5 
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His onda now 8 more tran* 
quillity, when he. was one day ſurpriſed 
with the joyful intelligence of the arrival 

; of 
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of Nekayah, who as all danger of war 
ſcemed to be paſty was, by the emperor's 
command, taken from the fortreſs, and 
conducted to her former habitation. Im- 
lac accompanied her, and the aſtro- 
nomer n. ee to. follow 
them. 


Aſter the firſt tranſports of o their | meet- 
ing ! had fublided, Raſſelas enquired anxi- 
ouſly after Zila ad her D 25 
fear,” faid he, a2: the Jeriers Wi. n 
[ have ſent to the fortreſs muſt bave becn. 
intercepted at Gonthar, as none of my. 
meſſengers | have ever returned. What 
muſt haye been the ideas of Zilia; an 
what muſt the good Amalphis now think 


of me? 8 


© 1 was myſelf,” anſwered the princeſa, 
t inthe greateſt uneaſineſs. Our informa- 
tion * events of the war was confuſed 
I 3 and 
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and uncertain! we were Hept i the roſt 
painful agitation by a'vaticty of reports ; 
ind the meſſenger, "who browghe the em- 
peror's orders for my return to the valley, 
was the firſt who acquamited' vs'With the 
true ſtate of affairs; at the ſme time he 
delivered to me new injunctions of leevery 
in regard to our condition, and I had not 
even the conſolation of informing Amal. 
phis and Zilia of the place deſtined for 
my habitation, nor of the ſituation of my 
brother: all I could tell them in anſwer 
to their frequent enquiries was, that I 
knew you followed the fortunes of. the 
prince, who had commanded the royal 
army, and "that 1 vould give them the 
ſpeedieſt intelligence in my power.” OY 


— & * * 


The firſt days of the re- union ef Raſ- 
ſclas and Nekayah paſſed in theſr mutual 
narrations, and in various fruitleſs endea- 

vours 
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vours to diſpatch ſome meſſenger with 
letters to the fortreſs. Ide fee 


his {tudies, and the aſtronomer was de- 


lighted with the ſplendor and novelty of 


the ſcene. Pekuah was liberal i her 


communication to the inhabitants of the 


valley, and was ſoon ſurrounded by a nu- 
merous auditory. The prince and princeſs | 


ſound their concern leſſened by reciprocal 
confidence; they joined their efforts for 
the aſſiſtance and conſolation of 'Sarza, 
whoſe health grew every day more preca- 


rious: as his ſtrength decreaſed, his paſ- 


ſions ſoftened; he ſeemed no longer to 


regrer the ill ſucceſs of his chterprize; but 
to repent that he had attempted it.” He 
confefſed to Raſſelas how artfully*he had 
been led aftray bythe infinuations of Menas, 
and perceiving the teſourtes'which Rafi 
ſclas and Nekayah found in Iiterdry pur! 
ſuits and innocent pleaſures, he regretted 

14 not 
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— een 
tenderly acknowledged their kindneſs. to 


Alas faid he, one day, when they | 
had drawn his ſofa to the window of the 
apartment, where he was confined, <* Why 
have I been hitherto inſenſible to the 

bites of nature? Yon vaſt orb. .of 
| light, which tinges with the brigh teſt pur- 
ple the exhalations that accompany its re- 
treat, is new to Sarza! If I have ever 
Watch. ed * Ciſappcaring, ic has been only 
as a. fignal to the commencing banquet, 
in the hopes of tumultuous Pleaſures; nor 
has its riſing majeſty impreſſed on me 
other images than thoſe of diſguſt, as it 
warned me to retire from the ſcene. of 
riot, and intoxication, How often have 
I repined at the appearance of yon ſilyery 
moon, which atttacts the enraptured eyes 
f | = 
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of Nekayah — to-take-polliſ- 
ſion of the ſky, and yield us a more gen- 
tle light to compenſate the ſplendar we 
have loſt: I feared its rays,” leſt: they 
a jr —— 
need B. he wntigt 


155 


q 0 Raſſelas! 0 Neeb you ae 
not always been happy, but you know 
not the pangs of remorſe: you are unac- 
quainted with the horrors. of gui: 1 
have not one conſolatory reflection to 
ſoften my laſt moments; nothing remains 


Li 


on my mind but confuſed ſcenes of diſſi 


pation, of intemperance, of error, at beſt 
of folly! Among thoſe whom ſimilar pur- 


ſuits and baſe adulation made my com- 
panions, not one can I call by the ſacred 


name of friend; not one whoſe breaſt will 
feel for me the tender pang of pity, or 


whoſe bleeding. heart ſympathizes with 


15 mine. 
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mind. Chimerical dreams of criminal 
ous moments, and lawleſs revrlling was 
all my gaiety.—It is over, and: my tardy 
repentance only conſecrates to vittue, to 
reaſon, and to affection, the hours of pain, 
of f diſappointment, n_ _ _ 


+ The bleeding! 0 4 at 
 Zengis'is ever preſent to my imagination 
vet why ſhould I ſay. unhappy? He 
whoſe talents I depreciated, and” whoſe 
mildneſs I deſpiſed, ' is now ſuperior to 
me; for he died innocent, and I am his 
murderer! My father's” ftern indifference 

ſtings me to the ſoul—even thou, Raſlelas, 
whoſe tender care ſooths my affliction, 
thou. exciteſt in me a ſentiment of grief 
and remorſe; why did I not liſten to thee 
fooner !—Of- Menas. E cannot think wich- 


out horror, and, condemn, me not while 1 
BY: ſpeak 


cot H L As. 27g : 


ſpeak it, ſcarcely without deteſtatĩon 
endeavour to forgive him; but how far 
am 1 yet from atraining that reſiguntiom 


inſpire: _ * C7 | 85 vo 


Nekayah 1 tears, ann 
diſcourſe of Sarza, and Raſſelas firove $6 
calm his agitated mind with hopes for the 
future, and conſolations for the paſt, - 


Thou art not the firſt, my brother,” 
faid he, whom violent. paſſion and 
ſmooth ſeduction have led into error; the 
fame qualities, which raiſe to the height 
of heroiſm, may, when wrong directed, 
lead us to the precipice of guilt; but re- 


pentance is always in our power, nor are 
the means wanting for thee to retrieve the 
virtue thou haſt loſt : raſh ambition, and 
immoderate love of pleaſure may make 
us commit faults, nay even erimes; but 


16 diſſimulation, 


mme | 
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difimulation, perfidy, + and cowardice are 
the only. vices that render honour irre- 
ed to any of theſe; they are contrary to 
thy nature; thy virtues are thy own, thy 

errors proceed from others, and more 
Saen from the dreadful fatality that at- 
tends A 


170 
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VALLEY. 


THILE the princes Ind Nekayah, 
were thus employed a. meſſenger 
entered, and informed them that Menas 
Was returned to court, and reinſtated i in 
the emperor” s favour: by ſecret corre- 
ſpondence with his father's miniſters, from 
the place of his retreat, he had found 
means to clear himſelf from the im- 
putation of any ſhare in the rebellion, 
by throwing the whole blame on Sar- 
za, and now. governed; Abiſſinia in 
the name of the emperor, Inſinuations 
had been given that the interviews be- 
tween Raſſelas and Sarza were frequent, 
and conſequently ſeditious ; the emperors 
age 
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age and natural temper inclined 8 to 
ſuſpicion, and ſome officers of the army, 
who were friends to Raſſelas, had diſ- 
patched this meſſenger to corjure him to 
be on his guard. © © 


This intelligence 8 ela was 
uſeleſs; ; it was Immediately followed by a 
rhandate from court which ordered Raſ- 
ſelas to one of the towers of the palace, 
Wbence it was not permitted him to have 
any communication with his brother, 


Nekayah Alien ben rhiie betewen hep 
two brothers, but the: had not long oecu- 
on to ſhew her tenderneſs to Sarza; 
this laſt ſtroke haſtened his end, and he 
expired ſoon after in the arms of his het: 
he oma r 9 


pen cj due "the forged) Mex 
4 n in his 
| | * 


1 
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hands me ſole authority in Ahiſſinia, 
wiſhed to have it confirmed by the name 
and honours! of royalty he endra voured 
to perſuade his father to retire to the haps 
py valley, and paſs che remainder of his 
life ia eaſe and tranquillity; but the ein- 
peror was umwilling to inhabit a placty 
tat offered kim nothing dut the imüge 
of death or of rebellion, and had eben 
avoided making his annual viſit :*belides; 
he had been long accuſtomed to royalty, 
and feared dependence. Danger had en- 
gaged him to offer the refignation of his 
throne to Raſſelas; that motive wa no 
more, and his refuſal” to Menas 1 
r e n oy a 


But 64 —ͤ— 
terior of royalty; the power had paſſed 


Menas : his anger was therefore derided; 
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finding, with grief, that the only means to 
retain the poor appearance of ſovereignty, 
was to conſent unconditionally to the de- 
ſire of his ſon, he took the road of the 
valley, ſurrounded by every new proſeſſor 
of the arts of luxury whom he could 
collect, ſecking to forget. the power he 
had loſt in ſcenes of magnificence and 
e $06. 55d [it 50 
mit of his wiſhes, was yet diſturbed: with 
would forget the prqudices with which 
he had inſpired him againſt. Rafſelas, and 
that duty as well as allegiance might in- 
duce. the latter to make a deſperate effort 
to replace him on; the throne : to prevent 
therefore all communication which could 


| CONTINUATION Or RAS . 4 


tion for Raſſelas, he inſinuated to him, 
that the viſits which the prince received 
from his ſiſter and friends, were danger- 
ous to the peace of Abiſſinia, and that 
the only effectual means of preventing 
the ill conſequences that were likely to 
enſue from their meetings, was to ſecure 
every individual of the part. 


The emperor approved, or at leaſt con- 
ſented to this propoſal. . Imlac and the 
confinements, and the * with "af: 
ficulcy obtained permiſſion to be attended 
by her favourite Pekuah i in dhe apart- 
ments which were e her as F PR 
6 | 7 

The artful Meas had no dener ct. 
ſected his deſigns, than he ſought every 
means for rendering the retirement of lis 
father a magnificent and ſedueing priſon: 
2 LY ; | FAY the 


he ſent frequent meſſengers with fuperb 
preſents, accompanied by the moſt ſkilful 
artiſts, and by all thoſe who make it their 
ſtüdy to delight; his letters were "filled 
with' Expreſſions 'of filial duty, complaints 
of the fatigue of government, and ſuſpi- 

cions cautiouſly introduced a, x Uo | 
excited by emiffaries of Raſſclas. 


Sumptuous banquets, the charins of 
poetry and muſic, eaſe and flattery, took 


ſuch ſtrong poſſeſſion of the aged em- 
peror, that at length he conſidered his re- 


treat as a ſhelter from the ſtorms of life, 
and gave the ſtricteſt orders for guayding 
Rafſelas and the princeſs, leſt they ſhould 
endeavour to CP his _— | 


 Mucktime paſſed. in this manner: "the 
prince made many daring but frutleſ⸗ 
attempts to recover his liberty, and to 


convince his father of the fatal error into 
which 
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chick he lad falene the —— 
— gr Et 28971 


are e frequent i in eaſtern ACA He 
Was, however, uneaſy with reſpect to the 
aſtronomer. he feared, that ſolitude might 


again peryert his imagination, and brir 
back thoſe ideas, with which it had former- 


ly been led aſtray; ; he therefore ſought, and 


at laſt obtained permiſion e of his guards 
to be remoyed to, the ſai Me] Priſons. and 


bon perceived, chat "his i cars had 95 been 
groundleſs. The aſtronomer confeſſed to 


„ * £# HE 


Imlac, that he had been ſeized wich A hoper | 
leſs ; melancholy, in _which he conſidered 

his unpriſanment, a as a. . puniſhment for 
having neglecked „ in che charms of con- 
verſation, 


- 
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ment of the ſeaſon: the reaſon and elo. 
quence of Imlac ſoon convinced him of 
his error, but could ſcarcely conſole him 
ſor the privation of general ſociety. 4 1 
feel,” faid he, 4 that pleafure and amuſe- 
ment are natural to the mind of man: cu- 
rioſity incites us to engage in tlie buly 
ſcenes of life; they who have not enjoyed 
them in youth will ſeek them in i age, ith 
that avidity which naturally attends on 
every with, whoſe gratigcation has been 
long delayed. Age has fewer Yogi 
and conſequently ſtands 'more in need of 

the affiſtance of others: ſtudy becomes 
difficult, and therefore irkſome: hope: is 
leſs extenfive, and gives leſs conſolation: 
the moments appear to us more precious 
as we ſuppoſe them to be fewer,, and we 
fear to retreat for an inſtant, left \ we * ould 
be & wally, laid aide.” * OY 


CHAP. 
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Neceran. » whe _ at Gree 
more time for reflection than the 

had ever before experienced, paſſed her 
days in a leſs vneaſy manner than any of 
the other captives. | She was perſuaded that 
kappineſs was unattainable, and this per- 
fuaſion,' Which is perhaps” - deſtructive to 
the fortunate, is oſten uſeful to the un- 
happy: the attachment of Pekuah was a 
conſolation, but ſhe depended | more on 
herſelf than on others. Compelled to re- 
nounce what ſhe moſt loved, no other 
companion could be an adequate com- 
penſation; ſhe was de void of hope : and of 
fear, and having experienced their viciſſi- 
$ tudes, 


299 DNA s, 


tudes, ſhe felt the 4 of n 
ly. 

One day Pekiah Ee that ſhe 
had perceived, during many ſucceſſive 
evenings,-# young man bf lofty ſtature, and 
generous aſpect, though poorly clothed, | 
who. ſoon, aſter ſun-ſes took his poſt! op: 
poſits. to her windows, andi ſeemed to de- 
fire to be noticed, hut that fear ef the 
gpards had always provenrel. aaa 44 
a than for, a while he bad been 
abſent, but that ſhe had ſeen him n 
the. preceding r7eping). SEU al 


—_ 


| Nekayah ordered her to ; obſerve, and 

if he returned that night, make ſigns. to 
him to come round to the eaſtern ſide of 
their manſion, which. was uſually . 
guarded, as it overlooked the lake; and FE 


endeavour to make him comprehend, that 
he 


* 


8 


% 
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he might approach near enough in a boat 
to converſe unobſerved. . © It is proba- 
bly,” added Nekayah, ſome meſſenger 
boom my brother, and if my capference with 
him can afford Raſſelas camſort, I wa 
neglect nothing nee 
ai en 1&dd* 
The Wr n 
evening; but on the following night, 
as the princeſs and Pekuah were logk- 
ing over from a terrace near the lake, 
they perceived a ſmall boat advancing 
towards them, and ſoon after ſaw two 
perſons leap on ſhore and filently climb 
the aſcent that led to the caſtle; one of 
| them placed a ladder againſt the terrace 
wall, and mounted with _ rapidity, not 
without alarming the princeſs. and Pe- 
kuah. The ſtranger ſoon put an end to 
their fears, by - diſcovering himſelf to be 


the meſſenger n they. had former] 
diſpate] 


* 


* 


— 
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diſpatched from the fortreſs to the court 

of Abiſſinia, and who had fince been re- 
tained for his muſical talents in the train 
of "tlie old Emperor.” The princeſs, de- 
lighted with eng hi win ak" about" al 
him various queſtions, when he informed 
her that no time was to be loſt, that the 
ſon of Amalphis was beneath the terrace, 
and defired” permiſſion to viſit her, as he 
Had ſomething of importance to commu- 
c 


 Nekayah's joy and agitation were greater 
than any language can expreſs, and ſhe 
had ſcarcely recovered the power of ut- 
terance when Dinarbas appeared diſguiſ- 
ed in the habit of a fiſherman. - 


Aſter the firſt emotion natural to their 
fituation was ſubſided, he informed her, 
that he had long attempted in vain'to ap- 
proach her apartment, 'and had been 

, . equally 


. 
equally unſucceſsful in his endeavours to 


K with Raſſe he had 
— fortune 2227 T5. - meſſen- 
ger, whe toldihim con which fide: the pa- 
lace was - moſt acceſſible, and accom- 
panied Rütti in bot, «which Re had 
cured S. Ia few, added Dinarbas, 
« come to Offer yν my afſiſtaner: an' 
ami rejoiced chat fortune has ſo ſingularty 
diſtingdiſned me, as to put ita ino my 
power, perhaps to fret you und the prince 
from your confinement: O Nekayall! 
ve "thay! Wen d- f 

d JIG IV 1. * „ain wier 12 * 
Her = FEAR * in hint 
ns when the hour approaching to re- 
lieve the guard, Nekayah warned him to 
retire, leſt che boat ſhauld be obſerved. 
Dinarbas :obeyed;: with a pꝓromiſe of re- 
turning theinexs cvening- to engine 
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PRINARBAS, chewed with l 

ſeen Nekayah, perſuaded the meſ- 
beager te accompeny hits eo the, tower 
effected, however penetrative and active 
were their minds, the ſlave, accuſtomed 
to combine and to employ CO 
OY | 


| r 
other with equal joy, and mutual demon- 
ſtrations of friendſhip: az im latter hal 
entered nic they found ſufficient 

opportunity 
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opportunity for converſation; afid the 
ſon of Amalphis related to Naſſelas all 


ene 
treſs in ſearch of him. n 56) 


« I ſought for you long in Egypt,” 
faid he, * and afterwards in Arabi 
where, on the frontiers, I met a party of 
Arabs, who told me they had ſten ye 
under the guard of Turkiſh horſemen; 
and ſuppoſed that you were gone to Con- 
ſtantinople. I could not hear of your” 
embarkation at Cairo, but continued m 
voyage in hopes of finding you at the 
court of the ſultan. © As that prince had 
ſhewn openly his diſapprobation of the 
conduct of the late Baſſa of Cairo, he was 
ſingularly deſirous of paying every atten- 
tion poſſible to the Abiſſinian nation: he 
had heard my name, and had approved 
my actions; he received me with peculiar 
| | - RK 23 cn 


296 
eddrebſye: he commanded that diligent 
_ arch ſhould be made after-the'. priſoner 
for Who I was come to ſupplicate his juſ- 
tice, and named a day on which I was to 
return to know the reſult of his enquiries. 
_ Fbqvenhwries were fruitleſs; but | he told 
me, that he was not placed on the throne 
bf Mahomet to abandon the innocent, or 
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to favour injuſtice ; that many Greek pi. 


\ 


rates had lately infeſted the ſeas in his 
dominions, and that as it was probable 
they might have intercepted the Turks, 
with my friend, in their paſſage from Cairo 
to Conſtantinople, he had given orders 
ſor ſtrictly ſearching all the Greek iſlands 
and the coaſts of that country: in the 
mean while he deſired me to remain at 
his court, and held various diſcourſes 
with me on the art of war: he liſtened to 
my anſwers with attention and compla- 
cency, and diſcovered much of the ge- 


nius 


CONTINUATION* OB RASSELAS. 197 


nius and knowledge bun ah which he has 
been ſo juſtly celebrated in. his cranſactions 
with the Venetians. During my inter- 
views with him, I found how: uhjuſth«ws 
often attribute to greatneſs 4aſtidious and 
oppreſſive: inſolence: herwho? finds him 
{elf by birth ſuperior in rank to thexeſt-of 
mankind; can have neither the motives of 
jealouſy, nor of emulation; his nde 
ſcenſion will ſcarcely | be -abuſedy/ or diis 
courteſy humiliated: it is not ſo with him 
who has riſen above his equals by the 
caprice of fortune, and whoſe ambition 
makes him ſtill aim at loftier diſtinctions: 
he fears leſt affability and eaſe ſhould 
again fink him to his former ſtation ; and 
as his greatneſs is only comparative, he 
thinks himſelf obliged to ſupport it by 
artificial means. Whatever qualities may 
be wanting in ſovereigns, courteſy is, I 
believe, rarely among the number; but 

K 3 this 
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this neee marie 
with reflections. U 

*\Refore tha weft returned, which the 
fultan had inefſectually ſent in queſt of 
you, I had fufficiently gained his confi- 
dence ta obtain permiſſion to under- 
take the ſame expedition with my Abiſſi- 
ley, frilful mariners, and an experienced 
pilot: with theſe I viſited not only the 
longing to the dominions of the ſultan.” 


CHAP 
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Har nie cndniemed,! . n 
often have 1 wiſhed ta view thoſe 

places celebrated in hiſtory, n 

nm : 2006-3 


« Prince,” replied his friend, air 
_ moments may - hereafter be em: 
ployed in liſtening to the incidents of my 
travels ; at preſent, both your curiofity 
and your intereſt muſt require me to haſ- 
ten tu a concluſion of the narrative. Not 
finding my attempts ſucceſsful, I direcded 
my galley towards Candia, where the fleet 
and army of the ſultan; under the corn- 
mand of tha grand visier, had been long 
2 the united ſorces of the 


8 weſtern 


* 


tommands. The place dapitulated ſoon 
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weſtern world, who afliſted the Venetians, 
in maintaining a ſiege of more than two 
years. As I had how loft all hopes of find- 
ing wy. prince,  withed a5 lerlt, m teſliſ 
my ſenſe of the ſultan's goodneſs to me: l 
happened fortunately tolatrivie the 
ofthe day: allottecl for the generab attack 
vizier to head 4 conſiderable body of 
troops, and had the good fortune to carry 
the baſtion of Sant! Andrea, one bf the 
moſt important of the city: much of the 
this action: I was loaded ith pra iſes by 
the vizier, and advanced to the higheit 


after, and our army returned triumphant 
to Adrianople, where the ſultan then was, 
and where the peace, for which the Ve- 
netians were obliged to ſue, the! mortiflea- 
tion of the haughty . princes of Europe, 


and 
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end che deſpair of the chief of their ccil- 


gion, added hew! glories to the victory 


the ſultan. His munificence was propor- 
tioned. to his ſucceſſes he conſidered my 
ſervices as the moſt fignal, perhaps be- 
cauſe they were voluntary; he recom- 
penſed me with ſovereignty ; and to re- 
of Setvia: my kingdom is only depend 
ant on the ſultan, fo far as I am obliged 
to aſſiſt his allies, and attack his enemies 
and I have the next place to the grand vi- 
zier in the divan. At Adrianople I heard 
of your victory over your brothers; and 
of your retreat into this valley. The pro- 
miſe which I had given Nekayah would 
not allow me to diſcloſe your hiſtory to 
the ſultan; but after I had made a viſit to 
my new dominions,” I found him, at my 
return to his court, intereſted in your fas 
vour, and received from him tlie account 
* K 5 of 
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en or 1 
the ſultan for leave to enter the valley, 
and there, by diſcourſing with our ſove - 
reign in the ſultan's name, diſcover his real 
commanded by my father, where I am 
ftill. ſuppoſed to remain with them 5 and 
diſguiſing myſelf, found means to enter 
the valley with one of the meſffangers 
diſpatehed from court with pre to 
the emperor; mee M1 
— ae 


\ . 
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on his ſucceſs at the court of the ſul- 
tan, and thanked him for the offers of his 
aſliſtance : Lear,“ ſaidi he; , the em- 
pero ih not be. prevailed onadoqeplace 
himſelf on the thront 3 ho ſeems dim 
merſed in pleaſure and inſenſibility: he 
fears to think, and all means are taken to 
prevent his being undeceived. I am 
alarmed at the raſhneſs of your attempt. 
The valley is filled with emiſſaries of Me- 

nas; and ſhould you be erster you 
are loſt. 


. I have no fears of that ſort,” replied * 
Dinarbas : © the ſultan is not of a cha- 
racter 
AAS 43A 
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ambaſſador; nor is Menas hardy enough 
to awalcen his anger. Iuſtruct: me how T 
canirrobtain an audience! of: your: fas 
tlier;” and({iI;-haverigreat> hopes: for che 
3.1 air 101 % noo! 
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found that t the 05 ornament 0 | 1 
rity, apd the only conſolation 1 in 1 ady 
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i the ſympathy of, frien W LS 


tion.” 
wot mon die u 1 He: Hey y4 


ee: They were totally e of 'youn 
fate ſaid Dinarbas, and their anxiety 
was greater than Ig can deſcribe. A Þ 
was not: at liberty to diſcover to them the 
whole of your ſituation; I tox ce 
5117 had 
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had heard of your diftinguiſhing-yourſelf 
to bo at preſent confined,” by the order of 
Menas, in the happy valley. I promiſed 
them, at my departure, that they ſhould 
ſoon receive fuller information. Let us 
now conſider what 2 will prevail 
with the emperor,” Ky SY 


. 1 know not,“ ſaid W ce « whe- 
ther we ſhall render him a ſervice in | 
tearing the veil which Menas has fo art- 

fully drawn around. him ; and 1 doubt 
not that, if he were replaced on the throne, 
he would regret the delights of the hap- 
py valley: all I can wiſh from your 
fandihip is, that you will endeayour”to' 
evoxince. him, of my \innacence, and of 
Sax of Nekayahs and I know no: aer 
nab Ger moans of admin than t 
Necla [yourEl{ the fon of Amani 


7 
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the fidelity of your father is well known 
to the emperor, and he will ſooner ad- 
mit a ſubject, than r 


« Pardon me, prince,” = 1 Di- 
narbas, if I ſay that you judge the 
emperor by your own hæart: power could 
not dictate to you, but fidelity might 
ſoothe you: I will however try the expe- 
dient which you propoſe, but if is ſuc- 
nne the 
empesor. | 


Dinarbas ſtaid till the ſhades 4 
permitted him to depart unpereeed: 
he then, leſt the priſan of Raſſclas, and 
went to. the terrace, where: he was again 
received by Nekayah and Pekuah: he , 
lated to them his adventures and his in- 


entions. The prince charged lim bot 
dis himfolk as ambaſfadour from 
the 


ty DINARBAS, A TALE: © 9 
che ſoltahy til be had ſounded the di. 
pbſition of her father: 1 know,” ſaid 
mne, „that the ſpirit of an emperdr of 
Abiſſinia can never brook the interference. 
of a foreign power.” | 
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„indes, againſt his own inclinations, 
Fey the counſel” of the prince anck 
princeſs: he announced himſelf to the 
emperor as the ſon of Amalphis, whO 
had important affairs to communicate. 
Phe ſovereign gave for anſwer, that he 
muſt apply to Menas; but recollecting 
himſelf that Nekayah and Raſſelas had 
deen long under the guard of Amalpkis, 
he concluded the ſon might be accom- 
phie of their ſuppoſed crimes, and com- 
manded him to enter, ſurrounded with 


' 4 " | | 
, P F x 7 * 9 * 
\ , , : . 
guards. 2 * * | bh : FAS TIES 
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di ei bea iini ed mad ot DD 
Dinarbas then related with frankneſs 
and energy, all the circumſtances of the 
Ar. | wrong 
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vrong done to Ruſſelas and-thespritibel 


he ſpared not Menas as an uſurper ? ant 
invited; then emperor to return to his 
throne, and do juſtice to his ſumity q but 
his diſcourſe made no other impreſſion 
on the; momreh than to convince him 
that Raſſrias ruſt have been guilty; as 
he had betrayed the ſedret of his birth 
and that the ſon :of Amalphis Wr his 
accomplice. i As Dinarbas could not ex: 
culpate the prince withbut- accuſing Ne: 
kayah, he bluſhed, and was embarraſſed; 

id 


The emperor conſidered this as a ſignal 


of guilt; bnd gorhmaended him inſtantl/ 


to be ipriſo ned 4 4 
„bod dnia «3 zt _ rarbbno<? 


_. Dinarbas:|now: thought himſelf at Il 


berty to act upon ſ hi oπ¼d é plate de de: 
clared himſelf amhaſſador from the: ful 
tan, ſent by him in the moſt open man- 
ner to remonſtrate with Menas, and, 

ſhould 
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| ſhould be not — with. him, - to 
apply to the emperor, uffn him of 
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eee cnt 
gre in the heart of the ſovereign : he 
knew not what he wis to believe; but 
he reſalved to ſend a meſſenger to | his 
fon for inſtructiona, and in che mean 
time to treat Dinarbas with che re- 
ſpe& due to the repreſentativo of the 
__ b 


tet 51 

aden e ee in. the 
valley, by meſſengers attived from 
Gonthar, that a conſiderable body of 
Turkiſh troops had marched towards 
the frontiers of Abifſinia, This news 
engaged the emperor to pay fill more 
attention to Dinarbas, and even te 
| N N grant 
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grant the requeſt. he made of viſiting 
Raſſelas as often as he ſhould think 


9 


„ I know my ſteps are watched, and 
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CHAP. XXXI. 


SKETCH OF THE TRAVELS or DINARBAS. 


DINARBAS forbore to wk any 
- -» "remarks to the prince on the con- 
duct of the emperor : he ſimply related to 
him what had paſſed ;- from which Raſ- 
ſelas formed ſmall hopes : he found- that 
his friend was in ſome ſort become, on 
his account, a priſoner of ſtate, and he 
was alarmed at his danger. 


% Pen min Had ine bes 


that I muſt remain here till the emperor 
hears from Menas; but I hope by that 
time to have convinced him of your in- 
nocence, and of the neceſſity of his re- 


OT to the management of public 
4 A affairs: 
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affairs: 9 1. "believe, erer re- 
and none, I n eee een 
repenting the i ſtep he had taken. A 


thority ; and active life are too naturabꝭ to 


the mind, not to retain their hold, ho- 
ever circumſtances, may have at au pe- 
riod weakened their impreſſion: the 
ſcenes of action will retrace thetiſelves 
to the voluptuary,.in the baſom of plen- 
ſure, and to the anchorite in the cell of 
auſterity. When the emperor reflects on 
the converſation I held with him laſt 
night, he will find the charms of royalty 
again ruſh on his imagination,» and with 
a few more interviews, I hope to roufe 
all his ae ambition 


| Raſſelas und his as 95 
ly relieved by the viſits of Dinarbas, who 
every day informed him of the progreſs 


hes. 
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he made with the emperor, 
oeſs. Raſſelas however did not willingly 
give way to hope, and would oſten 
change the fubje& of converſation, by 
aſking Dinarbas for the derail of his tra- 
e 7 


| ann dae ae whthed wa ſaid 
Raſſelas, * whether the ſcenes ſo beauti- 
fully deſeribed by the ancient European 
poets are really as intereſting as we 
ſhould believe from their works, did we 
not judge by our own writers of the em- 


belliſhments of poetry. I have always 


conſidered our total ignorance of other 
countries as one of the greateſt misfor- 
tunes that attends our government, and 
have tried to obviate this inconvenience 
for myſelf, as far as books could aſſiſt 
me.“ | 


« In 
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„In my voyages in che Archipelag 
and Mediterranean, replied Dinarbas, | 
the ſace of the earth,” laws: have been 
tions, ever remains beautiful in tempe- 
rate climates. That poets have been 
thought to embelliſh natuce is an opi- 
continuance: in countries where the nor- 
thern blaſts. deſace the charms ef ſerti- 
ſun dry up its ſources; but in theſe hap- 
py climes where vegetation is never 
wholly ſtopped, poets will be: found, 

| ſands 
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ching tends td diverſify and " Heighten 
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ſands 9 bim che Schtilan, 
ſliding over: frozen rivers, and climb. 
ing mountain whoſe dazrling whileneſz 


makes no diſtinction: to the" ſight;/! cin 
have but! a: very camperfe&t idea nf the 


variegated landſcape that attracts the 
eyes · Oß the fortunate inhabitant of 


Greser. 1 tand nien 12909 fon 
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In theſe celebrated ſcenes every 


the beauties of the proſpect: The 

majeſtic rocks, glowing” with all tlie 

warmth of cobburing; the — — 
reflecting the azure of an unſullied ſky ; 
the trees, not more various in theit 
forms than in their hues; the \ earth, 
enriched with vegetable Production: 
but chiefly” that "light ' and tranſparent 
1 which gives the faint blue 
It to 
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to the diſtant moamnnae an the 
ſplendid purple to che eſterit clouds 
and, like tenderneſs in moral liſe, v ſoſtens 
every object, and diſfuſes : ſetenit⸗ und 


rapture!  Raſſelas, thou mayrſti tink 


me an enthuſiaſt ; yet, adſt thou-accom- 
panied me in the enchanted ſpota where 
1 ſought thee, thou wouldſt have: felt the 
fame warmth of fancy, the ſamgdedbſibils 
ty of heart that tranſported e aitheſeꝰ abe 
the favourite theatres of auguſt and pleat» 
ing meditation. How bſten have I been 
led to adore the goodneſs of the Crea- 
tor of the Univerſe, When wandering 
through ſome delightful valley, adorned 
as I have in vain attempted to deſcribe 
to thee, I contemplated} the beauties 
which he has ſo bountifully offered to 
man! There ſome majeſtic and awful 
ruin would reat its venerable head, and 
ſilently inſtruet me: every part m': theſe 

2 countries 


„ ant Aru 


countfs units the charmis of fituation 
and of ccebfity; wo tduntuin is without 
a nume ·Achb ground we tread is conſe- 
oratechto ſamne im ie liiſtoric page; even 
fable hertemes veſpectecl, ard while our 
_ Hentis anied to herbiſm at the : pats 
of Thermopyle, our imagination is 
filled wih portic ardour on the fide 
e -Olptrpos- and Parnaſſus! In theſe 
places the ã mages of thoſe ho were 
moſt; deur to me, rerurned with double 
force ; 1 longed for my father amidiſt 
the ruins' of Spurta, and for my qrince 
near the temple of Theſeus! In the 
ſhade of theſe trees, which are the 
progeny of che academic grove, I wWiſh- 
ed ſor the aſſiſtunce of Imlac to. oonverſe 
with Pto and his diſciples! My war- 
like : companions were preſent to my 
thoughts at Pawa, and at Marathon. 
in dhe -valley ef Tempe 1 forgo, 
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for a moment, my hopeleſs ſicuation, 
and imagined that I ſaw Nekayah beſide 
me, the hutnble and pleafed' companion 
of my SPE 
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* TH O haſt now ald enough,” re- 
plied the prince, © to be conſi- 
dered as-an enthufiaſt by the greater part 
of mankind, by thoſe whoſe hearts are 
ſteeled, or whoſe heads are ſtupified by 
intereſt or | gaiety : happily we are not 
heard by them in this priſon, where, if 
our bodies are incloſed, our minds are 
at liberty ; a privilege not always attain- 
able in the world. But, to return to thy 
travels, haſt thou obſerved many of thoſe 
| monuments of ancient grandeur and ele- 
gance, of which the few ſcattered remains 
afforded me ſuch delight in Egypt?“ 


« The effect which thoſe buildings 
= produced 


„ 
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produced ommej i ſaid/Ninarbas! © is. far 
ſyperior+t6+ my pawers of deſcription: 
the noble ſimplicity of the Grecian tem- 
ples, the elegance of their proportion, 
the harmoriy' ef their parts, and the ma- 
jeſty of the hole, give an impreſſion 
of aue andi of ſatis faction, which no mo- 
dern building affords. I have never yet 
been able to comprehend how the taſte 
ofoany architect ſhould, be ſo ſtrangely 
depraved;: A C0 permic him to view un- 
moved thoſe ſtately fabric, and vainly 
imagine he could, by mean plans, dif- 
proportionate combinations, and glitter- 
ing deſormity, give delight to rational 
ſpectators yet ſuch! artiſts have been 
found, and they have not wanted pto- 
tectors. He, Who built the moſque of 
S Sophia, undoubtedly ſuppoſed he had 
raiſed an edifice that would ſhow how 
far che elegance of the golden age, in 

5 L 3 which 


222 ĩð ͤDINA RAS TALE 


which he lived; ws ſuperior ta the bar. 
bariſm of that wlicir ſaw the elevation of 
the temple of Theſeus. It has ever been 
the irremediable error of weak” minds 
and degenerate nations, to ſubſtitute drna- 
ment for proportion, cutious mihuterieſe 
for majeſtic beauty, and ee 
e for harmony and grace. 
of Lavi1ginv) 0 - 052" 
a Our Hind, our. FE 1 
many- coloured ioo ar beuonde odipus 
to my eyes, ſince I Rau beben fimpli- 
city and elegance on the defolkrer ſhores 
_ of Greece: nor did the arehicecruse alone 
rake poſſeſſion” of my ifjagiration ; 1 
found the fame: chiaraReriſtic: featate” in 
M1 | their: remaiging productions. Their 
inſcriptions are loſty, pure, and ener- 
getie, they ſeem only written. to convey 
the meaning, and the flowers of alo- 
quenee ſpring naturally from the ſub- 
1510 EA ject. 
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je&; Their ſtatues, not writhed(ingo; diſ- 
tortion to cateh the eye by! forged gen- 
traſts, axe ſimple and beaztrons We na- 
ture itſelf, which, they repreſehtd in che 
general effect, more than by deſcending 
into little peculiatities : ere figure 
ſpeaks to the heart: we. vonſeß tba in: 
fluence of the paſon/ ithreathes, Ir che 
reſpect it inſpires. But, in the works of 
modern art, even among its beſti iger · 
formances: our mind mult have'ahs lar 
bout of combining partieudars;:. before 
we perceive. the general eifect d weiape- 
prove or.' criticiſe ore ve can fc, Hn 
therefore. ſcatelyil feel; at all When - 
we contemplate the maſterpisce of ih 
ancients,: dur ſentiments arvyintpediately 
engaged, our irſtagiatiun ia intoveſtac 
and the firſt: immοỹ muſt bpgin 
weaken befbre we tan deſtendl to tuinqut 

2 yet even then we Abies; 
L 4 we 


PPP a 7 


. DAA TAE. 9.00 


— — ibs: 
dom, -thougly ſome 9 
they ate in their place, and wenne 
de beauty of the wh. 
nl 22249D, Ko; mag; 2303! le 106% | 
viugducht in est swlaef moral or po- 
laicalpreatine, if we examine hiſtory, 
wi che vbnduck af che illuſtrious men 
of Ancient Grerceuùnd -Rome: their en- 
targriſes were baſtynand their miads ca- 
pacidus j they ſormediia comprehenſtve 


plan anck added up to it.“ t is not by 
adding one lietle idea to another, that 


perſectibn is inſenſibly attained-. > Alex: 
ander had coneeived his ſcheme for the 
conqueſt>of; the: eaſt; beſore he left his 
natives Macedon ; nor did Gzfarxake 
aue command in Gaul, without a pre- 
vious deſign of becoming the firſt in the 


republic. I am not ſurpriſed at the po- 
licy ef our courts, which uſually ex- 
* * _ cludes 
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cludes-thew: ſubjects; from all communi» 
catiom with the knowledge of Europe: 
in order to confine us e ee | 
indolent ; magnifigence, and, if I may ſo 

expreſs it, to Nving by the day: this is the 


ſureſt foundation for; deſpotiſm: the mind 
being ealily reduced to inactivity, when 


its flights are not allowed to 80 beyond 
a certain extent.” 


« « All this is true,” ſaid Raſſelas, © yet 
I cannot ſee what the ſovereign gains by 
debaſing the faculties of his ſubjects : 
a good prince will be reſpected and be- 
loved by a wiſe nation, and, what he 
can never rely on from a herd of willing 
flaves, will be ſure of their fidelity: 
he will not be deſerted at the firſt ap- 
pearance of a foreign enemy, or do- 
meſtic uſurper, who, in our deſpotic 
governments, obtains the ſame tribute of 
* 1. 5 obedience 


an 


TAR? 


* DRAAD TAL D422 


obedience 4s the rightful: - monarcty\.ble. 
cauſe he has mb lae au briby, that of 
terror. What eiſt coold have ſo cahmy 
placed Menas en che throns, at chü ex- 
| Hence of bis ether's ist, and ſlis q 
ders Tovertign Ggaỹ r abel Ttswt 
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Diasien as, ch prevailed. on 

the emperar c vile Nokayals whale 
inner enge it 795.681 Je DEBT: 0d: IO 
tenderneſs and eloguence. Hon canyinced 
him of the truth of Raſſelas: *after a ſhort 
ſtruggle hetusen pride and. MEM: at- 
feRion, de Fring Was. ee Vi 
Rope, to liberty... w Ens; nt. 50 sic 


1 tu 12088th= 17 ig | | 

The difficulty now remained ts force 
Menges to se6ign 2 throne in which he 
was ſypported by his n git and chat 
of zraitors, who. muſt defend him becauſe 


they ere his accomplices. It was prpba- 
* that with the afliſtance of Amalphis, 


L 6 and 


4 sel AER 22 
and from the fame of Raſſclas, the troops | 
might have been engaged to declare for 
their former ſovexeign.; but their officers 
had been changed, men devoted to Menas 
fiow commanded them, and it was not 

eaſy, in caſe they were diſpoſed to ſe- 
cond the efforts of Raſſelas, to commu- 
hicate' any plan by which they might act, 
without expofing chetnſelves to the fury of 
the reigning party, before "coun bare 
5 chief to ſupport them.” GTM 


: 


0 authority of the ſultan das be 
eaſily exerted: he had warmly offered 
his mediation ; and what ſovereiyn will 
not warmly offer his mediation in the 
differences of his leſs powerful neigh- 
bours ? This diſpoſition of the Turks 
gave pain to Raſſelas: he would have 
preferfed any other method of reinſtating 
his ber on the throne of his anceſtors: 


but 


CONTINUATION! ON RASSEUAS: 21g 1 
but his: dilguſt to foreign aid - he oo 


found to be ſruitleß The report a 
Turkiſn army marching towards che 
frontiers had not been without: ſounds: 
tion ; and. more certain accounts arrived 
of their having penetrated-/inta. he: hqart 
of Abiſſinia. It was ſaid that Amalphis 

and his garriſon, who were entregted 
to join them, remained neuter, but Had 
not prevented the train of Dinachas fram 
following them; that: Menas, at the h, 
of his troops, was gone qut to meet them, 
. a0g 873. eit 10e abn. 


A 


- 14 10-638 201 014v rms gut out 
It was benen Dinarbas ohr 
tained permiſſion of the emperor to join 
the Turkiſh army, where his preſence 
was neceflary;i to prevent man) irregula- 
rities. The; confuſion was : became, ge- 


neral, and the valley was no longer ſtrict- 


— 


36 2 4DINARHES/A MULE; 
guarded: this; onniffaries of bends. be= 
| gan to pay their court to uhr emperot and 
his pirty3"and Gafferedthemn to enjoy: call 
cheKhertputheyidefired, 1 batt otylrng] 
Vrin aw H, οιꝗj, at : 405 
„ inatfbas hhſtily, advangecl towards 
Vouthiar, ped? which: place he had been 
told che two armids lay encamped: He 
hoped by! meimidating Mena, ito make 
kim 'refipn the crow and, after replacing 
the emperor on ce hohe, 20/condudt che 
ſölkan's troops back to his dominions; 
but; on Ris:approach, he: was met by the 
principal officers of his train, aut che 
chiefs of the army, with the head of Me- 
nas? tley informed him of their victbry, 
and of che fight of che uſurper under 2 
mean difeviſe; in which he: was ſtopped 
and put to death. They invited the ſon 
of. Arnalphis eto / ſhate their triumph, a 
decide che fate of” the ptiſoners, among 
wi whom 


| CONTINUATION As. xg1 
whom were the principal miniſters. ja 
favourites of Menas. 


Dinarbas Ba Gonſeguente If the ſul- 
tan's mandate, delivered to him by the 
chiefs, Affüfriedk the "Elf of the 
armys entered Gonthar, and diſpatched 
meſſeh get th "the" happy* valley, Sb. 

ing Re prefende G the ein peror and Rat- 
1 Dootiget Df emondlovet ant ae 
or s e beaſts gnizd bar : Sabi ans 


we 


Moran coat alltect- 
ed Rafitlasand:Nekayeln: they had, how- 
ever the conſolation to xeflegt, that they 
were innocent! of his. fates: and; Aaccom- 
panied the-emperor 40 Gonthary attend 


by the lady Pekuah, Imlac, and the aſtro- | 


nomer, hem they hed reſtared to her- 
ty, as ſoon; as they were: acanſtated in dhe 
favour df thein ata. og 
ein 1 45A oc ew wt 2A mam 

eib C HA. 


18.8% DEAR BA ra 


dna eteiliaim 1 ar or v- 
ent Mo 23H wwovs 
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5115 vd mir 1 Dotz vilab NWehoain 7; 
1 3 1 14 A 5 —.— Wrcge 
NE emperor reſumed. with joy the im- 


5 > ial Gignier hut made few refle&tions 

on the revolutions which replaced him © on 
the throne ; and, being aſked what was to | 
be dofie with his fürmer favourites” he | 
doo ordered them-toexecution: i Rab- | 
perdini]' dn” Eondition"of.'their :perperual IM | 
-Tpriſortfient2ahd theo ſovereign men- 

\ 

4 


tlenedt them no mere b ods bolwny 
«omz eh bot AH Aru viel Ah Id 
* He hkewiſe templied with- the. requeſt 
of Naßfelas to ſend a meſſenger to the for- 
treſs of Amalphis, to demand Zilia in 
marriage. As ſhe was the ſiſter of his 
VA RD deliverer, 
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deliverer, whom he doaded with phaifes 
and thanks, he no longer conſidered the 
alliance as derogatory from his dignity 
A train of women and ſlaves accompanied 
che meſſenger, to honour the royal ride; 
and letters from Raſſelas Nekayah, and 
Dinarbas, informed. Amalphis and Zilias 
that the prince and printeſs, forrherly:ce+ 


ebtatect by fame! ſor their ſufferitgs, and 
now. for a happy ire verſe, were: thegueſts. 
whoſe ſociety they had enjoyed in the 


fortreſs. Theſe letters contained a minute 


derail of all the public events; and the 


n CY. Hd: 03221. , gave 


ic 2 30: ibi 2: 
6 mae Eger the arri? 
val of Amalphis and Tilia, and in the 
mean time ſaw: with ogrigh the diſorder 


74219 which 


ſentiments of Raſſelas on his change 
fortune. Amalphis- was invited te eon, 
witk a "+ ſage hue 4 


is 


- 


which; reignedb ih- che capital and its en- 
vitons; tom the hence given by the oi- 


fcers of the Furkiſn army to their nu- 


merous troops. - Diharbas, thougli inveſt- 


ed wich the chief cormmandꝭ found it diſ 
 Heule,ho/"exetciſes vette müherzty over 


ſciow of belonging to ſuperior power, 
officers were haughty and extravagant in 
their demand, the men rotous:;andayay 
ricious;-: the highways were infeſted: by 
their ontrages, nor verre the houſes: of 
the inhabitants ofthe [city protected from 
their lawleſs inſobence In van did Di. 


nurbas attermpt, by alternate mr naces and 


ſoothing, to reduce them to diſcipline ; 
the timidity of the Abhiſſinians had given 
them wn advantage which they had no 
clinatihm ta reſmquiſh : a feinſorcemont 


Was avanbing from Egypt; be ſultan, 


olle either 
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either not being yet inſormecb of che fue- 
ceſs of the enterprite or cheeſing te eil 
litate and give validity to a treaty of alli- 


ance with Abiſlinia, by th ie preſence of a 


T O07 TIT 
formidable army... js body dens de b 


Pfnce, l pz Di 
«fa am ſenſible that ig = e on 


i733 CF 


in all the x Peat L Belt 955 by 7 5 
engaging, ee fte e Mp 


doub ts. were juſtly founded IE 


YON 37% eee 
not: how 0 extricate Jou 9 
of which I I have "been 1n in 


440 TOE» 

cauſe. It Td depart fo for the 15 tan's court 
4 18 Rar Rt A : 
e 
of "leave 1 them wit] Out a 

297 * A 100 any degree —_— 40-76 
| 15 repre! their 4 
OY 3 . to entreat him to 


recall them, but 1 Te? no reaſon "to 
Hope,:: font: the) pteſent > appearatice of 
tings, that my requtſt vi be; granted 
paca without 


we _ 


2% DUN RE NS. A TAE RE 


without a demand on his ſide, of conceſ- 
ſions injurious to your honour,” * « + > 0 2* ö 


. « Bing rbas)” x anfvered the prince, oy if 


Wwe wete to be accouritable for the ill ſuc- 


7 4 N. 14 
ceſs of every good intention, we muſt 


fuppo poſe . ourſelves nflued, with general 
5 a quality inberent i in the Di- 


4 


2 10 alone. Be: E were open 
and jut 5 ad ng reaſon to ima- 


-+x. 4 1125 e would be 
SDADC 0 ff yet : 1 
We. are not Al- 


. r —⁊ — 05 
«ther the kan i is in fault if he 


1s 1785 he will recall his troops PS ; but if he 
perſiſts in | treating u us bk "like e 3 conquered 


9000 Of 6 1 
kingdom, we have a right 1 to conſider him 
2 It. HOW - O00! J os 
as our Enemy, pot our 'benefattor ; and his 


a V< 


"enmity is perhaps 1 nat ſo formidable 3 as 


| JS world 7 been 1 tau aht to. To 
01 19'$9% Of --5v80 1 ſuppoſe. 


20 eden 
me of) the ſiage of. Candia; he owes that 
HO 11: 1 conqueſt 
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conquelt more tothe diviſion of the e ene- 
my, and to the fingular: btavery of fortie 
of -his-officers, among whOm thou! Halt 
been particularly: diſtinguiſhed,” thati t0 
ther general tenour of his odr: n 
even probable that all kis efforts: would 
have proved fruitleſs, had not the Veaterians 
been abandoned by their allies. They who 

truſt to the mutability of courts, and to the 
complicated intereſts of governments, will 
find themſelves deſerted like the Vene- 
tians, or menaced like ourſelves. The only 


way to make allies uſeful, is to be 11 88 
able without them. 


« Conſider how a ſmall iſland in the 
ſame ſeas, merely from the courage and 
conduct of its defenders, victoriouſſy 
refiſted the attacks of the moſt formi- 


dable and moſt numerous armies of the 
Turks, headed by their ableſt generals. 


| A 3 cc have 


1 have not the. hopes vf forming 


ce 


. 


inſtantaneouſiy a :welkdifciphned: army, 
hut I hayeratleaſt earned act to fear un- 
Suernable multituiles; and if I am com- 
pelled to take up arms, 1 halt -Uread 
more the imputation of ingratitude than 
the power of the ſultan. “ | DI O14 SY $1 
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12 N wn iu Fnadobne yo 581% 
TAE emperor did not long ſurvine 
his uſurping ſon: he was, Ike 1 
other men, ſolicitous for the events that 
might happen after his death, though he 
had been careleſs of hat had teen done 
in his life-time: All wiſto to entendb their 
influence beyond the grave, und few iap- 
proach their em rwithout making ſoume 
refleftions. on their ꝓaſt iiſtence. Ihe 
mind vf che emperor was leſs Mee n 
by age, than eher vate by inulence rand 
rotire fromm Aiſſipatioun, thought:returned 
upon ima more : ſortibiy; this :temderme 
for Raſſalas and Nekayah redduhled vas 
he was t about to quit chem! * My chi- 
8 - dren,” 


4 DN ARE AS, A TALE: 


dren,” ſaid he, © I ſhall neither leave you 
precepts” nor example; I can only be- 
ſeech you to beware of my errors, and, if 
poſſible, to caſt, a veil over my faults—1 
have, by indolence, brought my kingdom 
into greater diſtreſſes, than the moſt cruel 
and avaricious wn have _ be- 
werdan%'s 53 17 bit ; 7 
30 woch as it 22 nItgrtd a. 
. ASE now Lending that ioativi 
penalty the ſource of crime: it is 
ſcarcely poſſible for the man who does 
nothing to be free from guilt; we, in par; 
ticular, are placed in à ſphere, in which 
it is our duty to direct, like the pilot, Who, 
if he neglects the rudder for an inſtant; is 
in danger of ſeeing the veſſel daſhed on 
the neighbouring rock. Let are not my 
taults without extenuation; a miſtaken 
notion of humanity has made me deteſt 
War, and eonſequently neglect my army; 


* a 
n 4 L the 
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the deſire of being loved 'has-induted" fie 
to court the friendſhip of my ſlaves; = 
you ſee the gratitude of my favourites © 
mind not Ec: nor incurious Jed 
me naturally to the the love of arts and 
ſciences; but this nag n. has hes 1 
falſely turned to | thoſe of of luxury bas 
amuſement, rather than to thoſe of p liti- 
cal or moral utility. Had] poſleſl uſt 
cient energy of mind to rouſe myſelf 8 
the illuſions that ſurroundet me, I'm 

have ſeen the fallacy of my Fink b 

as .I had attempted to inveſt 

5 the dream was prolonged by 21 3 
came near me; the vicious oel to me 
new ſchemes of diſſipation, and even the 
virtuous praiſed me for that gentleneſs 
and good-nature, which they celebrated 
as ſuperior to the ſhining qualities of the 
conqueror. War is, 5 "0 ock 
ing to humanity; but while we live 


þ 


M amongſt 


nee erer 
e maxialy. actuated by mbrtal 
palbiqns, ye, muſt een en 
chaſe sind- Our care. 
. N 1, fon, | to whom Pats 
er ther frfling my own. errors [than con- 
| inſtruction, "haſt the activity and 
— which I have wanted. I believe 
that royalty wil not, ſhake thy virtues; 
7 conſider how different is the ſtate of 
the fubject and the ſovercign, che prince 
e . 2 5 be 14 5 
eee dominiops; and, what is ſtill 
rhore dangerous, maſter of thyſelf, with 
nothing to. control, and every thing to 
miſlead thee. Why is. proſperity, more 
dangerous than adverſity? Becauſe it 
leaves no obſtacle to our will; becayſe 
we have no reſtraint upon our paſſions, 
and, having 1 diffculties to ſtruggle 


e 
1888 pleaſure. 
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pleaſure. We often owe our preſeryation 
from final ruin to temporary evils. Mayeſt 
thou be preſeryed Wa honour 
by gentler means, by nd virtue! 

lament the een 
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REFLECTIONS | or RASSELAS o HIS AC- 
cx5510N 70. THE THRONE; | 


cet 2 


JASSELAS was now, dy right of 
© ſucceſſion, and with the general 45. 
Qarmatigns of the people, procldimed em- 


peror of Abiſſinia. He was not clated 


with the dignity ; he looked round the ſe- 
pulchral monuments of the royal houſe, 
and he could not, without a melancholy 
reflection, contemplate the tombs of a 
father and three brothers, who, in ſo ſhort 
a ſpace of time, had finiſhed their courſe 
amidſt the troubles in which the nation 
had been plunged. 


CE There,” ſaid he to Nekayah, from 


whom he was never ſeparated, © there 


arc 
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are the ſteps” by which I heve aGended 
the throne. O my ſiſter] we are guiltleſß 
of theſe, deaths,; but let ws be warned: by 
the awful ſcene. Our Creator alone knows 
how many: years; mobths;.on days will re. 
volve before we become inhabitants of 
the ſilent manſion; dut as his goodneſs 
permits us a ſree agency in this life, let 
us endeavour, to act ſo as to obtain more 
chan a, bare memorial that * rn 
iſtnd, Nat o 14 bivovw uno nin K % 
Let us not not entertain an 193 8 2 
nity; becauſe we have ſeen and avoided 
the, exrors of our; race; let us offer up dur 
thanks, to Heaven for: the greateſt of all 
remains fill theſe marble, ſtructures, we 
might, like them, have been the ſport of 


. paſſions, and at laſt the vic- 
M 3 tims 


eee eee 

tuns of weir fury: wei nzant W der 
| ſerve execration; Where they mer ted uo. 
paffion, if with thore inſtröctlon, itt 
better friend und efpechhy Mer dle 
knowledge of adverſity) We HH DFN Hb 
them. Thien, Nekuyhhy Raſt f eIm And 
ſerene part to act throuph Hſe) ai there: ! 
fore leſs difficult un fine. Veh Whoſt 
ambitious wiſhes habe long graſped it 
of Raſſelas, you would fear to fink under 
the burthen of cares and duties which it 
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ful. Ae che chrrühnee of hs ms 
met the chief of the haves Whotth He M 
diſpatched te the Tre: HN Wilieuttly 
enquired whether Zilis ufd Amphi 
were arrived, and Hſtened 9 
agitation wanne, 
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9 Dread: Sbvelcinn !: when" we > | 
only at the diſtance of a d nt! 
from the fortreſs, the meſſenger who was 
charged with your letter ſuddenly diſ- 
appeared: we ſearched for him long in 
vain; and, during this delay, received 
the news of our late emperor's death, 
and of your majeſty's acceſſion to the 
imperial power: we proceeded to the 
caſtle, where we related the purport of 
our nen, and the loſs of our creden- 
M 4 tials: 
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dak: we.; informed the governor, of the 
various events which had contributed to 


place you on the throne; and we found 
he had long ſuppoſed you to be the 
Game. hero whoſe preſence formerly b.. 

poured his. manſion; but, how -great was 
our ſurpriſe, when we | perceived that, 
inſtead of complying with our requeſt, 
be delivered to us this letter, and com- 
manding us co. aſſure the emperor of his. 
inviolable fidelity, ſaid he waited your 
_ further orders for. e himſolf at 
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from Zilia, and opened it with in- 
finite impatience : it was 2 in 
nene b SY | 1 = 
160 209762 mches are the 
i rages creat jet my ſove- 
reign pardon ine if 1 diſcloſe” tny heart 
to Raſſelas: think, O prince! what muſt 
. —— 
tune and thy own merit have "placed 
thee in a rank above my fondeſt hopes; 
and” forgive me if 1 fay, beyond 
wiſhes. Had I at firſt inſpired oo 
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e d not no be c. 
M 5 pelled 


43 
" 7 - * N 


R 


— 
* 


e eee 
pelled to act a painful, and apparentiy 
an mo VANE! Wet prudence 
was then ſuperior to thy paſſion, and as, 
fince that thang erg has prevent- 
ed thee from conveying to me thy ſen- 
ene mme & nb# Bede, 
both tor thy Mas fhetion; And r my 
Spiro wed font wick 


« I thank thee for the aſſurance that 
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ther, in the midft of the Teribits and H 
portant ſenes in which thon Raft Been 
ſince engaged, the image of Zilla, has 
invariably p reſented i itſelf to > thy 0 
Haſt IS the fame ca 


i . 
telicity, anc 4 
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dering 
loch palm trees, that e 5 
& Abiltois, and de en = 
whence the Nile. 8 thou g 
wouldft oken tay dhe 
content were in 
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bled ocean? Was not this illuſion, Raſle- 

las? -Haſt thou not found in that deſert, 

flowers not cultivated by the hand of 
3 Zilia; in that troubled ocean, harbours 
not formed by her care? In the midſt of 
thy. ſufferings, haſt thou wiſhed to pour 
thy grieſß into her faithful boſom? Haſt | 
rn 
confidence? . 1 


7 f the emotions 'of thy heart im- 
| pelled thee to ſummon Zilia to the court 
of Gonthar, ſhe will obey. their ſum- 
mans; the will accept happineſs and Raſ- 
Klee, bur if we owes chis meſſage to thy 


len herſelf to retirement, to diſtant ad- 
miration of thy virtues, and to prayers for 
thy proſperity : ; Raſſclas, thou art free: 
whatever | is thy anſwer, I know i it will be 

+4 PF 24173 a 


. UATION 
= ] 5 - 
— — ' RASSELAS. 


It is hin 
cn wi wick to Jeſeribe f * 
b. regard for 2 5 
change, it would 0 = 
which irtues = . i 
not her vi th read E 
I 
= po nh, a 
delicacy h = 
1 felt and _— = 
＋* her ſentiments, immedi- . 
patched the a s 
Zili 1 15 

—— 
ſpeedy to l 0 5 : 
5 Iphis and 
—.— * 2 chem how 
guard — 4] 

= 5 care that | 
1 A during g 
5 7 22 = 

| former © 


* 
* 


n e THEE” 
F M t veel bi W Wi 
treacherous communication with "þ 
Turks: he had long ſeriouſly reflected 
l the As Winch they OcAHönstl, and 
Ried ch Baked It fis AUR" care tö fee 
nter Höch chere hive Mites." OO 

. wg. 


* „ 
1 77 5% 37:05 11447. 


+ ® 
of 12 


12 
ea 7 
8 * a . FEST * 14 "ew © 
F442 ” 034-46 '1 k, #%3 
* N 1 * * . 
* , 6 '% , * « e THE 
Cha i Run £943 3: NOX Hen ESTFTYE e JOS $39 £2246 


| . ” 5 3-f $5.90 d * $ | 
"3" 1 Wh 81 N 59014 CIT; Us . [NEON D. 
- 


mlertng Der doabnc? insdnnu chin 


. 

* I 1 wm, — F I. 2 * — 1 . ©. '% F 3. 
241 5 De. 11 arme. 
* o - 5 % s - 
tm fas viromonat T4 3 4h f 
4 4 2 * * : o =" : » i. * * A 
BIT. OF :32V if, "M1 3979 DYT1%741L33 ViME 


a? 

” * : | 0 | * p * . 

bun 2 Term o 21915! 1 . 17 

wall 4 B ls yl? ii d: Su- 
. o | = ; = 4 * 8 4 

wot aw ahoigqen an © wiaknn 

s 9 mo oor IH 

> yaegmons biet fro. tant 

— . * * 

— + PR "MOOS, COPE a e 

11 1 "15 Logen 3: & 0 FIMT97 4 
* .* as " , ien of „ 4 

nt US Ds. e nien 240 70 

$1924 


cor HND HONG. As. as 
10 gien ach n wnslgry onmimn 
=hosRdo you a¹j,%ẽ E enn as 


1nc:4095 hay 4 Won 
at: wailidA m engen went bead dal, 


AMALBRIS AGPRETS, THE: (HOMMAND, Of 
off; to EY XS th 1562 al 2 


ELAS fent an Em 0 


125 | 8 "ae 

- Ea a E e 
e 5 . K 
85 5 Wh Be 1 Ne 
1 1 regulat ? officers 
1 e 
5 85 5 5 e 
ray! 


ces. of 725. 
al the Sy 6 5691 903 tn 30A 


waited . the a” of | 
ed Elin un- 
= oy | 


th Bhs 2 


the 118 


266 enero 
remitting vigilance to the, forming of 


an army... 


ariſing from the anarchy and confuſion 


which had lately reigned in Abiſſinia : his 


former inſtructions were neglected; brit 

he had not ' loſt the affection of the 
troops; and what will not induſtry at · 
tain when affiſted by power? He ſobn 
felt the. ſalutary effects of his reſolution. 
The Turkiſh army, intimidated by the 
improving forces . of, Raſſclas, became 
more courteous and leſs rapacious; yet 
ſtill he impatientiy wiſhed their removal 
e fearing left their 
of diſciphne ſhould infeft his army, 
de e ied ieners rates 
a defire for that ſplendour, which had 
been carried to the moſt reprehenſible 
height during the reign of his father. 


He ws ee made happy by gh 
arrival 


> 7 
* 411 


He ſound many obſtacles 
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arrival of Amalphis and Zia. : Convin- 
ced of the ſentiments of Nuſſelas, ſhe no 
longer heſitated to accompany her father 
to Gonthar. They were received amid 
the acclamations of a people wh con- 
fidered/ the felicity of their ſovereign aas 
lebration of the marriage, which was to 
take place immediately on the expira - 
tion of the firſt month's mourning ſor 
the late emperor. Dinarbas uind Ne- 
kayah had a more particular ſhare in the 
general joy. Raſſelas willitigly beſtow- 
cd his ſiſter on his friend and- benefactor 


* e er 
union. 


Eee wd e 0 his in- 
tentions were to follow his counſels in 
ment, and conferred on him the ſupreme 

11116 | command 


 employmenc: with which ' wy Wyvereign 


Neuſſein fullou blindly my counſels; let 
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fervativn was confinedl to them Alone. 1 
Eat 
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cνLn and in his army. 1 dhedrfully 


accept” ,finÞ Me venerabie chief, a fe 


tibnours me, and T hope, by che per- 


formance of iny duty, not td pr, un- 


wonhy of Iuch distinction; yet let not 


Wee erte an f 
r 
the good fortune to be known to ther 
Qvereign. Who can flatter himſelf that 
he is devdid of partiality? I have, it b 
true, Uuring my youth, lived uch bo 


extenſive focietyy' but in m age, con- 


fined to one ſpot, I muſt have naturalſy 
leſſened my general experience in the 
duſcriminatibn of character, and may 
kave' fancied thoſe around me theft 
worthy of ' vorritmahd; becauſe my ob- 


feel, 
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feel, that when I ſeek for officers of me- 
ric, my thowghts.ewilk ſrangely tray" be- 
yond my garriſon ; therefore I might not 
only: commit imaftice with reſpect + w 
many of whoſe:weath 4 am tgavrant, but 
likewiſe do irreparable injury to your | 
ſerviot f H. was ENS * un. 
eribation of employment.” | A 
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Raſſolas in return; and, While he 
congratulated him on his acceſſion to 
the throne, and promiſed to recall his 
forces; he propoſed a treaty of alliance, 
the terms of which were highly injurious 
to the honour and intereſt of Abiſſinia 
The ſultan demanded, in virtue of this 
alliance, the ceſſion of a conſiderable 
port in the Red Sea, which had long 
been the object of Turkiſh ambition, 
and was not only the greateſt mart of 
Abiſſinian commerce, but the beſt ſafe- 
guard of the coaſts, This propoſal had 
been made to the late emperor, who, 
by 
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U the wall incgres wm kis mini . was 
nearly led to accept it, in "conlidera- 
ton of a large ſum offered by the Turks, 
if he had not been uumely prevente by 
the rebellion of. his fons. The n nego- 
tiation had een broken off, but a plea 
vas All left r the. ſultan to renew = 


Ans . Ty aq; rt po) 18.4 


Raſſelas ' received the ambaſſador with 
dignity, and anſwered him with f rmheſs: 
be told him, he was not conſcious of any! 
obligations to the ſultan which could au- 
thorize ſuch demands; ; that he renounced 
all alliance that was not to be formed on a 
footing of equality; that he knew not 
what might have been his father's mo- 
tive for entering into ſuch, . negotiation ; 
but- that, i in his fituation, it would be no 
leſs abjeft than impolitic to become 
rribytary | to a man, whoſe aſſiſtance he 
had, neither diredly nor indirectiy oct. 
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Dinarbas, - who felt himnſe 4 ome 
meafure the cauſe of this Gf ind 
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aſſiſtance of Amalphis, x 


with an activity that alarmed a. Th 


ric 


army, wha. remained within their camp, 
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government: he found the trihunals ſub- 
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| He did-rior mw eivit: part of 


ject to injuſtice; the: \naturab:conſequence 
of that dilatorineſs which gives room for 
prejudice to bias the minds: of theſe 
magiſtrates who have: leſs penetration than 
even the metit of endeavouring to diſe 
fall in with the opinion of others: to ad 
the trouble of thinking for themſelves. 
Raſſelas took all poſſible means to ob- 
viate, in a temporary manner, theſe 
evils, by pardoning the econdetined 
when there was the leaſt probability” 
of innocence ; white he applied hirmſelf 
ſerioaſly, with the aſſiſtance of the moſt 
eminent for learning and fectitude, to 

form 
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form à code of 
= aſt; genera prevent cr mes og 
dyer the dees co have a power 
This moſt N _ accuſed, 
« been bas at ff rin on 
Gard tim 5 6; labyrinths in whic i 
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CO one eee, 
not totally conce 2 4 features, but cin 
ſeeks for juſtice dem from him who! 
* J and truth ; and ſuch was 
ſtacles * _ : therefore found few ob 
cn = N laws for criminal judi 
1 cſtabliſhed 
mie enforce e n 
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power! he ſoon with pleaſure perceived = 
their efficacy, by an mating dimm on 
in the number of erimes oonumitted in hi 
dominions. At che fame time; he found 
greater difficulties in forming x plan tat 
might ſecure the poſſeſſions of his ſubyrcti 
from deſtructive chicanery, this part uf 
juſtice being naturally involved in "more 
perplexities, and leſs fabje& to evidence. 
Happily the Abiſſinians were not great- 
ly addicted to theſe purſuits, which are 
rather the conſequence of the dege- 
neracy of a nation once civilized, than 
the remains of priſtine barbariſm ; and 
Raſſelas not only took care that teſta- 
ments and laws ſhould be as clear as 
poſſible, but diſcouraged every thing that 
tended to introduce litigious enquiries ; 
and, being convinced that intereſt was 

cenerally the promoter of theſe miſchiefs, 
1 ; N | he 


2666 DIN ARBAS, A TALE: | - 
he induſtriouſſy placed magiſtrates. in ſuch 
a ſituation as to be, if poſſible, inacceſſible 
to bribery; while, as the ſimplicity of the 
laws put it in the power of every man to 
plead for himſelf, there oould be no ex- 
terior influence, ſuch as he had obſerved 
in other countries, among the lower offi- 


|  cers of juſtice, to breathe the flame of 


diſcord into weak minds from motives 
of intereſt and avarice. 4 
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NEKAYAH bad 7 forgotten the 
wiſe and good Elphenor, with 
whom. ſhe ſo often converſed during 


her reſidence at the fortreſs :. the, en- : 


treated her brother to ſend for him to 
court: &, His piety,” ſaid ſhe, will 
aſliſt our devotion, and. his charity direct 


our beneyolence. I have obſerved, with 


concern, that your palace is filled with 
men Who, under the venerable garb of 
prieſthood, are not only ſubject to every 
paſſion | of the courtier, but are even the 
great ſprings | chat ſet in motion all the 
petty intrigues and invidious cabals that 


infeſt the dwelling « of princes: ; ſome who, 
N 2 without 
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without a bluſh, live in open contempt 
of thoſe maxims which they are obliged 
to inculcate, hoſe oſtestation vies with 
the dignity of the prince, and whoſe 
gaiety, not tö ſay Iibercinifn\, equals 
that of your emirs, and of che officers of 
your guards. , Theſe ate index 
Hurrfyk | to ' religion ; "for," Hough” their 
precepts ate good, there is à wärt f 
example to enforce them; "yer" rlicf 
have often charity and often talents, and 
appear leſs dangerous than theif bre- 
chren « of another "claſs, who edify the 
people with the exterior of rigid virtue 
and warty. devotion, "Who," alike with 
their airy rive ' with for deſpotic in- 
fluence, and wh purſue it by clofer, 
and therefore” more deſtructive methods: 
theſe are the men moſt to be Feared ; and 
all are ſurely unworthy of the "ſtation 
they enjoy. 'We have need” of © fone 
pious 
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pious man who may regulate che duties 
of devotion, and reform the man abuſes 
introduced: ſuch a one, as I have often 
told you, is 0 be found in Elphenor: | 
air of infection, and his / wiſdom and 
piety are "_ marc by * exper 
er 1.21155 iin d 2d Fran 
Th 17» 0» 24 3 Bam 51 2123 

BE; Nekayah !” aft Radeles,. *I. 
know the rectitude of thy heart, and the 
purity of thy intentions: I confeſs chat 
great abuſes have been introduced into 
the practices of worſhip, and greater 
ſtill among the miniſters; hut Heaven 
protect me from ever erecting myſelf. in- 
to a judge of religious cauſes! To rouſe 
che ſleeping demon of fanaticiſm in my 
lominions, would be the greateft error 1 
could commit in adminiſtration: this muſt 

ineyitably be the caſe, were I to attempt 
N 3 a reform 
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a reform by authoritative meaſures; every 
command would be - conſidered as an 
innovation, every regulation would be- 
come a ſource of controverſy. In all 
civil, all moral conſiderations, contro- 
verſy is uſeful ; it maintains indepen- 
dency of ſpirit, and diffuſes light over 
a nation; but in matters of religion, 
it is the moſt dangerous of fiends. All I 
mean to do, and all I can do with 
prudence, is to give, as far as human 
frailty will admit, the example of unaf- 
feed conſtancy in the duties of piety ; - 
to diſcountenance equally diſſipation and 
ſuperſtition in the miniſters of the altar; 
to chooſe for the higher offices, thoſe of 
the moſt unblemiſhed principles, and to 
exclude all from any influence in civil or 
political affairs. As for Elphenor, of 
whom I believe what you have told 
_— 4 2 Y 199 me; 
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me, I Will, in conſequence of that be- 
lief, promote him to one of the firſt dig- 
nities of his profeſſion, where his exam- 
ple and his precepts may enlighten and 
improve the diſtrict committed to his 
care; but I am perſuaded, when my 
ſiſter reflects, ſhe will agree with me, that 
more cannot, and ought not to be ex- 
pected from a man of his function. 


In conſequence of this determina- 
tion, a meſſage was diſpatched to the 
fortreſs, inviting Elphenor to court, 
and aſſuring him of the intentions of 
the emperor in his favour, from a 
conviction of the good which he would 
diffuſe in a ſituation of more exten- 
five influence. This mandate was ac- 
companied by a letter from Nekayah, 
in which ſhe returned him thanks for 
the conſolation he had afforded her by 

N 4 | his 
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his viſits at "the. fortreſs, -« expreſſed 
her deſire of ſeeing him a witneſs of 


iy ES as he had dann el 
aſfliction. 
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CF IC 
a « THINK. not, Fa e alt 
that I am inſenſible of the honour which 
your royal brother would confer on me, 
er of the kindneſs wick which you! rew 
pay what was merely a OO nn 


mn 43 6 


N 


1 Neither ſuppoſe me e # | 
my ſacred miniſtry, if I decline to act i in 
a more extenſive ſphere, where Heaven 
might bleſs my endeavours TP diffuling, 


over an ampler 2 th chan the nge 


row. limits of t of us fortrel: DB G8 1 31% fil 


4 Ns „ Believe 
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Believe me, princeſs | neither indo- 
lence nor ingratitude prevents me from 
accepting this ſplendid offer. Vouchſafe 
to peruſe. my hiſtory : it is neither long 
nor eventful: I did not chooſe to relate 
it during your reſidence here; your 
mind then required rather to be calmed 
than agitated wb adventitious impreſ- 
ſions. a ng N APLIELL 


ine 10 50 10. d. i £16 1 16m 
*I am deſcended from no ignoble 
family; and followed the example of my 
forefathers, by ſerving the emperor in 
the field : I was crowned with: conqueſt 
in a ſucceſsful engagement, and ſhould 
probably have continued the purſuit 
of military honours, had it not been for 
a calamity, the remembrance of which 
time has never been able to efface. I loved 


and was beloved but, at the moment 
in which I was to > have been united to 
the 
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the object of my affection, an awful 
event ſeparated us - a flaſn of lightning 
reduced my bride to aſhes as ſhe receiv- 
ed my vows at the altar. I will not ex- 
patiate on ſo dreadful - a circumſtance, 
but leave the. heart of Nekayah ta 
judge of my feelings. After a long con- 
flict between deſpair and . reſignation; I 
ſought conſolation in viſiting and com- 
forting the afflicted: I embraced the 
facred miniſtry, and have conſecrated 
my life to Heaven, which forbade me 
n = 


18 <1 hive been repaid fr my ; fuerings 
by the bleſſing conferred on my enden 
yours : the flock, of which I am become 
the ſhepherd, love me, and find in my 
advice a reſource againſt mortifications 
and adverſity. - Let thoſe, who have, 
from. choice alone, dedicated themſelves 

N 6 to 
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t!'the immediate ſerrice of the Divi- 
pity,. be promated to the fupreme dig. 


nities of our order: in me it would be the 

height of ingratirude to abandon that 
 Guty, "which has been fo long the ane 

W 1 el 


1.216: e eee e is tree, re- 


which you found me: my mind natu- 
boundleſs, led me at firſt to ſeek fame 
and to deafen by tumult the voice of 
Miction. I endeavoured by my elo- 
gaence to diſtinguiſh myſelf at Gonthar, 
and might then have obtained the ho- 
nours which you now offer me; but, 
after viewing the ſplendid ſcene; I found 
it more dazzling than real: I difcovered 


thay it «would not make me amends 
| felt 


mained in the ftate of tranquillity in 


1 
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felt that my natural ſenfdility might, in 
a narrower ſphere, be turned to the con 
ſolation of thoſe individuals, who ſhould 
ſtand in need of my aſſiſtance, but that 
a heart, blaſted by misfortune, was not 
capable of great purſuita, and that ten- 
derneſs could never happily be exchan- 
a century. Can 1 abandon my chil- 
dren, when my age and my dechningg 
health require that 1 ſhould loſt no tine 
in giving them proofs of my affetlion ? 
If my prayers can avail, I offer them 
up ſincerely fon the - proſperity'\'of my 
ſovereign, for that. of Nekayah; and of 
Dinarbas. — This young bero has ever 
been the object of my regard: L watcher 
his growing virtues: I once thought 
* were recempenſed by a gloriaue 
death, 
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death, before he had known misfortune. 
1 now ſce they are rewarded in a diffe- 
rent manner: it has pleaſed Heaven, 
that he ſhould contribute to the pre- 
fervation of his country, and that he 
ſhould be crowned with glory and with 
love: few, very few, can hope for ſo 
fingular a'blefling ! May you both long 
enjoy it! and ever recall to your me- 
mory, that Heaven "ſeems - to have 
particuldrly diſtinguiſhed you, becauſe 
your paſſions were made ſubſervient 
to the voice of reaſon and virtue 
May you, as the greateſt felicity I 
can wiſh you, be taken both at the 
'fame inſtant, to the bliſsful © haGita- 
tions of permanent ſecurity! For, in 


the midſt. of tranſport, Nekayah muſt 
remember that all happineſs in this 
world is tranſitory, except virtue, and 
{B82 that 


CONTINUATION o RASSEEAS. 279 
that while ſhe retains her ſteady at- 


tachment to that heavenly guide, ſhe 
can want no earthly dire&6r to point 


out to her the. celeſtial. eee of 
piety and beneficence.” 
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HE cares of government had too 

much engroſſed Raſſelas to permit 
him to enjoy, as formerly, the converſation 
of Imlac and the aſtronomer: one evening, 
as theſe were aſſembled with Nekayah, 
Zilia, and Pekuah, in a ſmall palace of 
the emperor, the gardens of which over- 
looked the river, Raſſelas joined — 
with nen 


« You are not to chink, my friends,” 
ſaid the monarch, © that your ſociety is leſs 
dear to me than formerly, or that my heart 
is leſs ſenſible of the charms of literary 
and ſocial converſe. I have found an em- 
pire in ſuch confuſion, that every branch 
of 


J 4, 5 "2 
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tention; but I hope it will not be long 
before I may again enjoy the delights I 
have ever found. in your. company. I 
{hall likewiſe require your aſſiſtance for the 
benefit of my ſubjects; you have talents: 


to be uſeful ; and a long intercourſe with: 
you has convinced me that your hearts 


are warm in every virtuous Purſuit: Lou 


are not unacquainted with my notions on 
the neceſſiy of learning in a ſtate: the 
Abiſſinians in general want neither acute 
neſs nor application, but their ſtudies have 
deen hitherto wrong directed: as a proof 


of this, we have only to conſider the - 
mous libraties, which are the ſource' of 


vanity to our nation, and of envy to our 
neighbours. Of what are they chiefly com- 
poſed ? Of manuſcripts, which have no 
other merit than the claim of dubious an- 
tiquity; treatiſes on myſtical devotion, or 

judicial 


1 


of its government demands immediate at- 
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judicial aſtrology, and annals of nations, 
from whom we can gain little inſtruction, 
becauſe they were not further advanced 
than ourſelves. I know, Imlac, you al- 
ready hear me with impatience, and would 
except, in my general cenſure, the beauti- 
ful and affecting paſtorals compoſed by 
the wandering Arab, from the view of 
ſimple nature, and the ideas analogous to 
his ſtate of life; but theſe, you will your- 
ſelf confeſs, do not much TING: the 


n. of a Sow * 


« If they do not 8 8 
| the learning,” anſwered Imlac, “they 
form the taſte, which I hold to be a con- 
ſiderable ſtep towards it.“ 


c too, ſaid the aſtronomer, « muſt 
ſpeak in favour of a part of your libra- 
ries, conſiſting of «numberlefs volumes 
* prove that the revolutions of the 
| | planets, 
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planets, and the diviſion of the ſtars into 
conſtellations, were known to the ancients, 
and that modern aſtronomy is rather a re- 
. vival than a diſcovery, perhaps even an 
imperſect revival. Probably theſe remain- 
ing treaſures of antiquity may not be ſuf- 
ficient to explain to us wholly the ſyſ- 

tem of the heavens ; had they been ſo, 
the ſages, who examined them, would 


have been capable of putting an end 


to the doubts which ſtill ariſe amidſt 


our moſt penetrating enquiries. But they 
convince us of the application and re 
ſearches of former ages; they lead us to 
wiſh for a knowledge of the productions 
of times ſtill more remote, and to accom- 
pany that viſni with endeavours to inveſ- 
tigate the origin of a ſcience, founded, it 
is true, on nature and obſervation, but 
not ſuſceptible of perfection without great 
labour and aſtoniſhing perſpicacity. I do 

not 


= 
: 
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not mean from this to infer; that-aſtrono- 
my, though one of the nobleſt of ſtudies, 
deſerves the immediate attention of a mo- 
narch, who has to form an infant nation: 
there are other parts of the mathematics 
far more eſſential, for which public maſ- 
ters ſhould be eſtabliſmed: ſuch are the 
mechanics, hydraulics, and in ſhort every 
thing that contributes to introduce ſim- 
plicity in che conſtruction of machines, to 
ſpare labour, and to improve agriculture: 
all which advantages can no otherwiſe be 
attained, than by a . of _ 
mathematics.” ah rr! 5 fi 


„ ] ſhall be P — 
Raſſelas, © to promote in my dominions 
the ſtudy of the ſciences; and, though thy 
modeſty has been {paring of praiſe io thy 
favourite coptemplations,) I ſhall, not be 
neglectful of them. For ther, Inalac, 

thou 
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thou haſt long known my veneration for 
learning: no inſtruction equals that ob- 
rained by the peruſat of hiſtory; but how 
far daſt thou thin. chis ſtudy ſhould be 
carried by the generality of mankind? 
hues im one ſpot ;- and is not the hiſtory 
of their on country, if they mean wwibe 
uſeful to at, thei —_ We 2 tor 
5 999 0) tore ant tei? n 0 
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AM far from being &f Ing my 
21100 1. den“ faid Imlac, * he who would 
confine: his knowledge to one particular 
kingdom, would fancy it, as experience 
often ſhews us, ſuperior to every other, 
and conſequently think nothing could 
be added to its advantages: his ideas 
thus reſtrained would be incapable of 
forming extenſive deſigns or plans of 
general utility. We cannot learn how to 
act in the various circumſtances of life, 
without conſidering various examples, 
and how can we find all theſe in the li- 
mited -boundaries of one country? We 
muſt have very little judgment if we can- 


not diſcriminate thoſe parts of hiſtory 
which 


1 
7 


4 
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which are applicable to our ſituation; 
and, though we would not be Romans at 
Conſtantinople, or Abiſſinians at Venice, 
we may, even from conditions; directiy 
oppoſite to our own, gain inſtruction and 
improvement, as we receive by reflection 
the light of the ſun, when its rays are di- 
rected to the moon. General hiſtory is 
therefore, in my opinion, uſeful to all, and 
for this purpoſe it is neceſſary to have a 
competent knowledge of different lan- 
guages, without which we are obliged to 
ſee through the falſe medium of tranſla- 
tion; or, what is ſtill worſe, to rely im- 
plicitly on the faith of our own hiſtorians. 
The Abiſſinians have few works of this 
nature, and even if they had many, it is 
moſt probable they would be infected 
with the ſame partiality and prejudices, 
which we find in the volumes of other 
nations. The only method of diſcovering 

truth 


s DIN AREA, A TALER : 

tuch is to compare theſe different narra- 
tions j to ſtudy the character of che people 
deſoribed, and of che author who de- 
ſcribes them; to enter into their views, 
and adopt their feelings, but not fuffer 
oufelves to be Jet aſtray either by che 
charms of eloquence, or by any apparent 
eee nnen. 


10 Ine TATE 


C « Poetry; as it ka the. 1 
of the heart, and develops the powers of 
the imagination, is not only pleaſing, but 
inſtructive in the great ſtudy of morality, 
the moſt eſſential of all, that to which all 
learning tends, aad without which learn- 


tan ON 


1 am perfectly petſuaded, ” replied 
Rafſetas, « that ſuch is the uſe, and ſuch 
the neceſſity of learning to poliſh the 
manners, and rectify the principles of a 
9 ? nation, 


phis, 41 honour and eſteem men of let- 
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nation, that I. ſhäll ever confider it as Ty 
duty to encourage all men of letters, and 
to diſtinguiſh more particularly with my 
protection thoſe, who by their talents and 
aſſiduity have acquired the glorious pre- 
eminence of enlightening, and n tt} 
4 fellow-citizens.” nent od 


nn 29% 64 (4 De. 


Amaiplus = at che 3 — of 
Raſſelas, which Imlac obſerving, ſaid, © I 
ſee Amalphis is not of opinion that men 
of letters are alw ays the promoters. of, 
learning, if I am not miſtaken in the in- 
terpretation of that ſmile.“ n 


© You are right” Imlac,“ i Amal- 


ters, while they retain that character; but 
when they make their talents fubſervient 
either to baſe adulation, or to the rage of 
party, they loſe all their merit in my p 
cyes ; beſides, their petty jealouſies are 
as O more 


more diſgraceſul than thoſe of women, 

becauſe we always expect that ſome 

philoſophy and elevation of thought 

mould be found in thoſe minds that 

have been cultivated by ſtudy and in- 

ſtruction: 1 may ſafely ſay this to you, 
Imlac, whoſe pen has neither flatter&d-nor 
inſulted, and who have only Known ny 
by being the object of i a 


e hope in ſome meaſure,” faid Raſ- 
felas, © to guard my literary ſubjects 
againſt the practice of adulation, by 
ſnewing them it would be loſt on me; 
and I may perhaps [diminiſh the fuel of 
envy, by giving equal encouragement to 
thoſe who equally deſerve. If envy 
could be deſtroyed, fatire and malevo- 
lence would be unknown; for no man 
takes pains to diſpraiſe him, from whom 
he fears no competition: but, if an 
ange! 
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angel reigned in Abiſſinia, he could not 
remedy this evil, and all my endea- 
vours will only ſerve to ne enen | 
can never 22 0 


There is e ne which 
Amalphis might have remarked, / and 
which only his partiality to me has omit- 
ted. Moſt ſovereigns, who have been 
particularly attached to letters, have given 
themſelves wholly up to the delightful 
ſeduction, and have neglected their coun« 
cil-chamber and their camp, for their 
dloſet and their library. He who ſacrifices 
his time, even to innocent purſuits, when 
they call him off from his duty, is cri- 
minal; but he is praifeworthy when he 
makes theſe purſuits tend to the great 
object which he muſt ever keep in view. 
I muſt therefore ſedulouſly arm myſelf 
* the charms of muſic, painting, 

2 2 ſculpture, 
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ſculpture, and architecture, the embelliſh- 

ments. of life, the delight of rational 
minds, and active imaginations. A mo- 
narch ſhould in this imitate the ſun, 
whoſe rays beſtow colour and radiancy on 
the flowers which ſpring up beneath his 
influence, but who ſtops not his «fiery 
chariot to contemplate their beauty, leſt 
he. ſhould endanger the ſafety of the uni- 
verſe, to which it is his eſſential office 
to communicate light and heat. Such 
| ſhould be the conduct of the prince ; in 
this, as in many things, leſs happy than 
his ſubjects, who may innocently eniploy 
their hours to attain perfection in what- 
ever ſtudy they have made their peculiar 
choice, while he ſhould have a general 
knowledge of all, without ſacrificing his 
life to any in particular, however uſeful 


| or pleaſing.“ 
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& v v G AT 1 0 N. 
* 1 HAVE been liſtening attentively 
do all your converſation,” ſaid Pe- 
kuah, © and nothing but my reſpect for 
the emperor would have kept me from 
interrupting Amalphis, when he ſpake ih 
ſo contemptuous a manner of the jealou- 
ſies of women. Our ſovereign thinks the 
conduct of the patron may increaſe, or 
diminiſh the envy that ſubſiſts between 
men of letters, and I am perſuaded that 
the jealouſy of women is W my 
the influence of men.” 1: 41% td ns 


© 1 believe,” anſwered Amalphis, © that 
none are more ſenſible of the merit of wo- 
men Wan the military man, who can beſt 
ni -O 3 defend 


294 PDINARBAS, A TALE: 


defend them, and who, if he has any good 
principles, will be tender of their honour 
becauſe he feels the nicety of his own. 
It is true, I ſpoke with ſome contempt of 
the jealouſy of women: whatever is the 
cauſe, we know it equally reigns over the 
recluſe, whom we ſhould ſuppoſe devoted 
to meditation, and the thoughtleſs, whom 
we might imagine buſied only in gaiety, 
' Caſt your eyes on a company of children; 
they have not to accuſe men of raiſing 
the paſſion. of envy by flattery, yet never 
does it operate more forcibly than in their 
infant breaſts : all cauſes are capable of 
bringing to light this fatal evil with thoſe 
in whom it is unfortunately inherent, and 
none but great minds are totally exempt 
* it. | 


SD 


re « The en diſpoſitions of 
women have a very extenſive influence 
| "= 
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in ſociety, and could we be ſo fortunate 
as to diſcover the motives of what we cull 
by che general name of capriee, we might 
probably ſucceed in preventing the ef- 
ſects. Empires have been ruined by the 
jealouſies of weren; to them are owing 


decided the fate of nations; and if we 
join to theirs the ſacerdotal influence, I 


machines put in motion by weak hands; 
and ene 18 


„ If mel, ſaid ic 6 enen | 
do great hurt by interpofing in affairs 


which ſeem ſoreign to their fex, how uſe- 
ful are they when they turn their thoughts 
to the education of their children, and by 
theſe domeſtic and natural cares provide 
ward in future, not only for them- 

* ſelves 


many of the great revolutions that have 


fancy we ſhall- prove that ſtateſmen and- 
conquerors have Uſter been ſimply the 
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ſelves hut for their country! The, firſt 
impreſſions are difficult to efface, and the 
firſt impreſſions are given by women; 
their miſtaken tenderneſs has formed 
cowards, and their capricious anger has 
reared up tyrants. If therefore they de- 
ſerve our cenſure for the ill qualities 
which their children have imbibed-, from 
them, let us not deny them our praiſes 
for many of the virtues hich make men 


an honour to their age and to their na- 
tion.“ MED n Oe ui 31 4 2204); 430 


ehen Shinto; 


« When I think on education,” ad 
Raſſelas, „1 wander in a labyrinth, from 
. which I know not how. to extricate my- 
ſelf, and yet every delay to purſue this im- 
portant ſubject ſeems, to accuſe, me of cri- 
minal omiſſion. From faulty or neglected 
education ſpring the evils which, I am 
labouring to correct at preſent, and, which 

I would 
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I, would endeavour een for, the \fu- 


ture. nl an een Niet nin 


2 


Private Abd 1 vad in ge⸗ 
neral, to be pernicious to men, becauſe it 
i the way to perpetuate the Kilings of the 
race from one generation to another ; for 
how can he teach wiſely, who has not been 
_ wiſely taught ? It ſeems more expedient 
that the public ſhould form thoſe by 
whoſe ſervice it is to be benefited—but 
what is the public? It is a name without 
a determined idea, in which, though alt 
individuals are intereſted, few think them- 
ſelves immediately concerned. If ſo ſmall 
a number of parents are found capable” of 
educating their own- children, are we to 
expect that more attention will be paid to 
this duty by perſons who have no tie for 
the performance of it, but that of general 
utility, or ſelf intereſt? 


8 19 « The 
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The great advantages of public edu- 
cation,” ſaid Imlac, © are theſe: proper | 
pup formed, and blind tenderneſs is 
not likely to interfere with their execu- 
tion: the children have the benefit of 
reciprocal emulation, and of ſome initia- 
tion into a knowledge of the world: this, 
I own, is too frequently attended by an 
early acquaintance with vice; but could 
not this be remedied by a prudent choice 
of maſters? The greateſt model of this 
fort is the Lacedzmonian ſchool, which 
was unperfect only in what was ill-plan- 
ned from the firſt : the inſtitution was ri- 
gorouſly followed, and therefore if wiſe 
Ee. are made, they can be ſtrictly ob- 
ſerv 


depend greatly on thee, Imlac,” 
returned the prince, © for the formation 
of ſuch rules; thou haſt not only read, 

6354 but 
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but ſeen ttiuck; and the great fault I hive 
remarked in. thoſe who preſide over the 
education of youth, is their total igno- 
rance of thoſe ſcenes for which” they are 
to prepare men OR 
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« AS for mylelt ” ſaid Pekuah, 4 I 

would willingly undertake to teach 

children what little I have myſelf attain- 

ed: I know no happineſs in knowledge 

| without communication, but I muſt be 

i permitted to chooſe my ſcholars: to in- 

| ſtruct thoſe who have genius is delight- 

ful, but to drive ideas into minds incapa- 

ble of making them ſpread or fructify, is 

a torment which none but wretched pre- 
ceptors know.” 


te Lady,” ſaid the aftronomer, © all 
are not ſo happy in pupils as the Arab 
and myſelf; yet I know too well the 
ſweetneſs of your temper not to believe 
you 
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you would think your pains well reward- 


ed, if they ſucceeded , in fixing, the giddy 
to application, « or in 1 the * ; 


thy of dulneſ ts Ga b 


Such a tak? nanny n 
ce ig worthy of your beneficence and ta- 


jents, but I own myſelf of the opinion of 
Pekuah who can make feathers' ſolid, 


. 2 5 ew) 1: 
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1, though, the: 8 wits be 
changed, they may be eee 
purpoſes.” wogkt tg Un i 


e True, | faid Amalphis, 0 the fea: 
ther may, by being applied to the arrow 
guide its intended flight; and the lead, 
forrried into a ſhot, will reach the deſtin- 
ed mark from the muſket; this may be 
called their rang without which the 
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feather would have fluttered i the 
air, and the lead remained unheeded on | 
che ground. The misfottune is, that 
weak and ſordid minds are ſometimes 
employed in great attempts; to this fatal 
error we. owe thoughtleß or indolent 
ſtateſmen, and tedious or deluſive, writers. 
It were much to be wiſhed. that ſeryite 
offices could be left to mean capacities, 
and that none ſhould act the firſt parts on 
the great theatre of the world, but thoſe 
who have talents to fill the character. All 
men may be made uſeful, if they are 
placed in their proper ſtation, and their 
faculties directed to thoſe purſuits of 
which they are moſt capable. "of 


=o 4 for utility,” ONS Imlac, 
. © few parents reflect whether the educa- 
tion which they give their ſons, will make 
them ferviceable to their country, or to 

their 
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their fellow creatures: they wim that it 
may enable them to ſhine 1 in bociety, and 
they early inſpire them with a deſire of 
ſhewing all the learning of which" they are 
pofſeſſed. As, vanity has been the mo- 
tive of his education, the ſame diſpoſi- 


tion attends the unfortunate youth through 5 


life : perhaps he finds himſelf unequal to 
ſupport, without further ſtudy, the repu- 
tation of that inſtruction which he pre- 
tends to have received: he therefore 
ſeeks the reſource of nomenclature, ſylla- 
bus, and compilation, which keep him 
for ever immerſed in ignorance and im- 
pertinence. 


« Such are the ſteps of thoſe who affect 
knowledge, members of ſociety far more 
inſupportable than the ruſtic or the trifler ; 


men who have no original ideas, no ſolid 


erudition, and yet mix boldly with the 
».% A Of 3 : learn ed, 
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learned, while they impoſe on "mY un 
taught. | Even ſerious application, dili- 
gent ſtudy, and ſound judgment muſt 
wait long in the veſtibule. of learning, 
before they, can be «med to her ſanc- 
tuary. 
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" THE CONVERSATION TURNS ON vani- 

1. 1 H Di. 1H 
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IMLAc here interrupted his diſ- 
courſe, on perceiving that Raſſelas 
was not liſtening to him, but that his 
thoughts were employed on ſotne idea 
which he ſeemed not unwilling um 
fnunicat6-: 92} ee «ry 44 "<q 05 4611 
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ven was, to — det | we. have, fond- | 
lives. Do you remember, while we were 
detained in Egypt by the inundations 
of che Nile, that Pekuah, delighted 
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to be prioreſs of an order 6f pious 
maidens, and there fix her invariable 
reſidence? yet Pekuah is contented with 
the diverſity of life that has ſince been 
her lot, and would not, 1 fancy, be 
willing to relinquiſh the court of the 
princeſs, where her mind enjoys rational 
amuſement in the ſociety of Amalphis, 
Imlac, and her aſtronomical inſtructor; 
and where the livelineſs of her wit finds 
conſtant exerciſe. in the different groups 
that compoſe the motly ſcene in the 
mankoo of a cn 


r 2 4 
LAT 


- « Certainly,” anſwered Pak « 1 
have at prefent no wiſh for retirement: 
while I was lately impriſoned with” the 
princeſs in the valley, I often wondered 
how I ſhould have ever deſited to be- 
come the irihabitant of à monaſtery, and 
reflected where I could have found nuns 


* whoſe 
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whoſe ſociety would have been compara- 
ble to that of Nekayah ; and yet, even 

with that ſociety ſo dear to me, 1 Fn ef 
to be yo 1 An 015 4% 


zen v19% r att 


« And you, ſiſter, ' faid Raſſelas, 

« would you be greatly delighted, if 
Heaven ſhall make you directreſs of a 
college of learned ladies; and would 
you renounce the ſociety” of  Dinatbas, 
and your friends, ' for the pleaſure of 
diſcourſing with the aged, and inſtruct- 
ing the young? As for myſelf, I wibed 
for a little kingdom, and was ever en- 
tending the limits of my fandcied-*d6mi- 
nions: I now find the government of 
Abiſſinia an arduous taſk, and though 
nothing ſhould induce me to renounce 
what it is my duty to retain, I fee in 
the friendſhip of Zilia, and the eſteem 
of thoſe around me, the ſummit of my 
happineſs, - 
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happineſs, a happineſs totally indepen- 
dent on the charms of royalty. Such 
were our wiſhes, Nekayah } thou and 
Pekuah ſhould return thanks to Heaven 
that yours were not accompliſhed, and 
I, chat bleſſings were beſtowed on me, 
which alone could make the accom- 
i of mine e. 
* 
1565 «1 ſel" the Gere of your: Br arte 
my brother,” anſwered the princeſs, c but 
circumſtances 'are; perpetually changing, 
and we are not. reſponſible for the in- 
fluence which they may have on our 
minds. Imlac and the aſtronomer, it is 
true, were wiſer; they made no choice, 
becauſe they had experienced how little 
we know in this world what is beſt for | 
zus. I believe, however, we may ven- | 
ture to affirm, that they who condemn | 
themſelves to irrevocable retirement, are 


greatly 
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greatly deceived in their expectations; 
and if their repentance is not manifeſt, 


it is becauſe 1979 will not allow 52 5 to 


; own it. | 


ee I think T ſhould have been ſuffi- 
ciently miſtreſs of myſelf to bear with 
reſignation the misfortunes of which 1 
had once the gloomy proſpect; but T 
am certain I could never have hoped 
for ſo great felicity as Providence has 
been 'pleaſed unexpectedly to grant 


me. 


« It is ſingular,” ſaid the aſtronomer, 

« that- thoſe whoſe imagination is moſt 
lively, are generally the moſt ſubje& 
to occaſional diſguſt and dejection, and 
conſequently moſt led to ſeek a refuge 
in ſolitude; whether their ſpirits are 
more worn by greater exertion, or whe- 
ther 
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ther a mind naturally active, takes a 
ſtronger impulſe whatever way it tends.“ 


I believe,” ſaid Pekuah, © fuch 
minds want conſtant employment, and 
feel more pain from inaction than from 
misfortune : indeed, liſtleſs indifference 
is the moſt inſupportable of all Gtua- 
tions. I know, that when I am deprived 
of the ſociety of thoſe who can entertain 
and inſtrutt me, I prefer the intercourſe 
of beings whoſe follies or ſingularities 
'are of the ridiculous kind, to thoſe in 
whom I can find nothing to blame or 
commend, who weary me with inſpidity, 
and yet afford no theme for amuſing my 
friends at their expence.” 


The arms of ridicule are very dan- 
gerous, Pekuah,“ ſaid the princeſs, © I 
Wen thou haſt oſten uſed them with 
1241 dexterity, 
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dexterity, and I cannot deny that I 
have taken Pleaſure in thy ſallies; but 
conſider what pain they may give to the 
innocent, what enemies they may create 
among the vindictive!“ 

„ And yet, if we were deprived of 
ridicule,” ſaid Imlac, © we. ſhould loſe 
much of the power of wit, and much of 
the influence of general opinion -t N] 
inviſible monarchs, who govern wick 
ſufficient juſtice, and who, if they do 
not n crimes, at leaſt may ceſorm 
errors. l re 
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ML Ac,“ faid Raſſelas, © 1 have 
oſten obſerved with what © ſkill 


thoſe who poſſeſs the advantages of a 


ſuperior education and knowledge of the 
world, can, without apparent incivili- 
ty, leſſen, in his own opinion, that man 
| who has intruded himſelf on their com- 

pany, or who has abuſed the privileges 
they have allowed him: he has no rea- 
ſon to complain, yet he feels himſelf 


uneaſy in their preſence, and 1s awed , 


into reſpe& without the ſhame of re- 
proof. 


« This is one of the many advantages 
of good-breeding—a quality which has 
perhaps 


e 5 a mt 
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perhaps more power than any other, 


ſince it will for a time conceal even want 


of talents, and want of virtue. How' 


neceſſary is it therefore” to acquire this 


pleaſing pre- eminence, without which the 
moſt eſſential endowments are abaſhed 
before inferior merit. Politeneſs may 
be called the portrait of virtue, and its 
reſemblance is ſo perfect, that nothing 


but the ſolidity of the original is want 
ing: ceremony and affectation are poor: 


imitators of true good-· breeding, which 


is eaſy and ſimple, like nature itſelf; If 


was to form a ſyſtem, it would be chat 
of fimplicty ; it ſhould pervade all works 
of imagination, all enquiries of ſcience, 
all performances of the chiſel and pen- 
cil, all behaviour, and all dreſs. Carry 
this idea even to the moſt awful height, 
what is ſimplicity, but truth, the great 
baſis of virtue and religion? When Þ 
p- 


as: 


— 


call this a. ſyſtem, it is only to comply 
wich the common mode of ſpeech, which 
would make of the moſt natural ideas a 
philoſophical diſcovery, Simplicity is 
the child of nature: the love of it ſeems 
implanted in us by Providence; yet all 
the labour of erring mortals is to depart 
from this great and open road, and to re- 
turn to it when they have ſeen the fal- 
lacy of winding paths, and doubtful ma- 


268. 


My brother,” ſaid Nekayah, © when 
you extol with reaſon the univerſal merit 
of ſimplicity, you certainly do not mean 
to imply a neglect of combination of 
ideas in the works of art or ſcience, or 
a neglect of common forms in dreſs or 
manners.” 


* 80 far from it,” replied the prince, 
ce that as nature is varied, ſo muſt be the 
imitation 


* that unites the whole; 
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imitation or inveſtigation of it; and to 
affect ſingularity, either in habit or be- 
haviour, would be-wandering from the 
n. rule 1 have e. 
ing. 815 #5! iets Nö Ton i 


22 « To explain this,” nid Imlec, « we 
need enly have recourſe to our own 
feelings and perceptions: the variety of 
nature is infinite; but it is harmanized 
by general effect. The verdant leaves of 
the trees participate of the azure of the 
xy, and their trunks of the colouring” of 
the catth'; the moſt diſcordant ſounds in 
muſic, the moſt diſtant ideas in meta- 
phyſics, are combined by gradation, or 
oppoſed by contraſt; yet even in con- 
traſt chere is an imperceptible connexion 
Without one 
great plan, to which all is ſubſervieit; 
our general conduct in life, and our 

f P 2 fineſt 
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fineſt productions of art or genius, are 
like a republic without laws, ora m: 
narchy without a king nd 


Simplicity, by thoſe whoſe "wayward 
minds are not ſuſceptible of its charths, 
is ſuppoſed to exclude pomp and ele- 
gance ; yet Wat is pomp without digni- 
ty, and elegance without grace? Both 
are "the offspring of Aire, and” rags | 

to Airhplicity.” nn 


« F know,” aid Zilia, . vin no ke 
power obtains acceſs to our hearts: che 
various inflexions of voice, the painful 
efforts of the muſician, who ſhows his 
art in deviating from nature, excite our 
wonder; but the nightingale, and he . 
whoſe notes are equally. pathetic and 
* Gmple,, _ us with more than admi- 
ration. Ne ie ads 0 408 
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* If ou foverdigh cee fimpli- 
ciry at court,” ſaid Pekuab, „ what” will 
become of the numibefleſs artiſts; er- 
chants, and other abettors of luxury, 
that owe their chief ſupport to the inha- 
bitants of this manſion, and to the in- 
- fluence of their example over the reſt of 
the nation?“ Fa. . 30900 


« The circulation of riches, for the 


| gratification of pride, indolence, or the 
love of " pleaſure,” replied the prince, 
« js, in my opinion, - detrimental to n 
kingdom. I have oſten thought, tłat 
every ingot, ſtored by commerce in the 
treaſury of a monarch, has coſt him the 
virtue and principles of a ſubject. The 
romantic warmth of youth, may perhaps 


make me judge too ſeverely'; and it is. 


poſſible that commerce may, in ſome 
nations, be carried on without inſidious 


P 3 treaties 
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treaties between the reſpective govern- 

ments, and without unjuſt attempts of in- 
dividuals to make their fortunes at the ex- Ef 

pence of their neighbours. Though I love _. 
virtue too well not to wiſh that I could be 
perſuaded of its general influence in every 
ſtation of life, yet I {hall never conſider © 
luxury at beſt but as a neceſſary evil, 
and its dependant, commerce, as a very 
dangerous trial for the principles of its 
followers. —Notwithſtanding this convic- 
tion, I cannot aboliſh either: money is 
wanted in all ſtates, that they may not be- 
come the prey of their richer neighbours ; 
commerce mult therefore be encouraged ;. ' 
but it is our duty to endeavour, as far 
as we are able, to prevent fraud and 
monopoly. Were it poſſible for any, 
mcnarch to render a people perfectly 
happy in themſelves, it would not; 
be ſufficient ; he muſt make the whole. 


world 


14 
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world participate in the great reforma- 
tion, or he could never preſerve his own. 
ſubjects in ſecurity. We may andulge 
ideal ſpeculation, but experience ſhows 
us this humiliating truth, that all we can 
do is to diminiſh evil and to promote 
good, by the means that are given us: 
perfect juſtice. can alone be I by 

the Divinity.“ | 
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An X A P. XLVII. 


ans TER RETURNS FROM THE COURT 
OF THE SULTAN. 


HE converſation was here interinpt- 
ed by the arrival of Dinarbas from 
Conſtantinople. He was received with 
great joy by the ſovereign, by his father, 
Nekayah, and Zilia: but Amalphis was 
impatient to know the ſucceſs of his em- 
baſſy; he conſidered that the honour 
of his ſon was engaged, and anxi- 
ouſly entreated him to begin his nar- 
ration. 


0 When I arrived at Conſtantinople,” 
ſaid Dinarbas, 1 found the ſultan, 
highly incenſed at the independent an- 


ſwer of the Abiflinian monarch, and 
diſpleaſed 


. 
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difpleaſed with me for not having warm- 
ly ſeconded his propoſal of a treaty: he 
declared that nothing ſhould perſuade- 
him to relinquiſh pretenſions which he 
thought juſtly founded on the alliſtarice 
he had furniſhed * he ſaid, that Raſſelas 
owed to him alone the throne of Abiſ- 
ſinia, and could not, without ingratitude, - 
refuſe to comply with his demands. © 


&7 


« In anſwer to this, I obſerved, that when 
I had firſt recourſe to him for aſſiſtance, the 


57% prince was totally ignorant of my inten- 


tions; that afterwards, the army marched 
without my knowledge, and expreſsly con- 
trary to the wiſhes of Raſſelas: that a hap- 
py change had indeed been effected by their 
intervention, but that the whole nation 
joined in reſtoring their former ſovereign; 
and chat, had Raſſclas, inſtead of Me- 
FX nas 
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nas, headed the troops of Abiſſinia, the. 


| viftory might not a _ 0 A 


4 The ſultan would * m va my 
remonſtrances: he denounced war againſt 
my country, but accompanied his de- 
nunciation with a defire that I would 
remain in his council, and retain the 
government of Servia, both which I 


© » refuſed, and prepared to. depart from 


Conſtantinople, offended with myſelf for 
having indulged the romantic idea, that 
a man at the head of a powerful and 


fubmiffive nation, would liſten to the 


voice of juſtice, againſt what he ſup- 
poſed his own intereſt: I faid to my- 
felf, that J had miſtaken in him mag- 
nificence for generoſitiy, and ſplen- 
did profeſſions for hopourable ſenti- 
MENTS. 

te Being 
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- « Being on the point of leaving his 
dominions, I again requeſted an audi- 
ence, that I might teſtify my gratitude 
for the favours which he had 
on me, and my regret for not being 
able to retain them without . infidelity. to 
my natural ſavereign : he ſeemed affect. 
ed, and, commanding his attendants. co 
withdraw, ſpoke to me in the following 
manner, | 

« Dinarbas ! I love thee, and will fay 
to thee, what I would not fay to any 
other man. I believe thee—read. theſe 


letters, and tell me whether wy arg 
genuine. - E | . n 


« So ſaying, he gave into my hands 
the letters which your majeſty, the prift 
ceſs, and myſelf had ſent by the ineff 
ſenger to my father "and Eikh, the loi 


P 6 : "of 


— 
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of which we always. ſuſpected to have 
been owing. to the Turks. Theſe let- 
ters, continued the ſultan, have juſt 
bten dellvered 0 me 1 wait thy an- 
a 


1 eaſſy convinced him that wy 
were really ſent from the court of 
Abi; on Which he made me this 


"py: 


« Dinarbas! I perceive that truth, 
- honour, and integrity ought not only in 
Individuals, but in governments; to be 
the great ruling principles of action: Þ 
learn by theſe letters the real ſentiments 
of thy ſovereign, his innocence in his ſteps, 
| 0 the throne, and the firmneſs of his 
character: were I to make war againſt 
him, the event would at leaſt be doubt- 
ful on my fide, and the diſgrace inevi- 
table, 
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table. His army is better diſciplined 
than mine, and I know not Whether 


any ſuperiority of number would weigh 


againſt the attachment of his troops to 
a warlike ſovereign, and a tender fa- 
ther : I cannot boaſt of either of theſe 
titles nor have I energy ſufficient to 
deſerve them; but the fatal deluſion of 
flattery, which ſeems to have enchanted, 
this imperial ſeat, has not fo totally 


blinded me, as to prevent me from re- 


vering in others the virtues of which 
I am incapable; beſides, my own in- 
tereſt engages me to retain one honeſt” 
man in my dominions, and to culti- 
vate a friendſhip with one diſintereſt- 
ed prince. Return to Abiſſinia, offer 
my alliance to thy monarch on equal 
terms, lead back my army, and teach me 
how to govern. | 


« ] was 
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1 was aſtoniſhed and affect ed at 
the ſultan's diſcourſe. Does not this 
man deſerve to be virtuous ?* | 


* 


* 


* 
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ce pu 
ſaid Raſſelas, © has then informed 
the ſultan of the  puriey of my intentions, 
and of the loyalty of my fubje&s; how 
frequently have I wiſhed that my inmoſt 


thoughts could be known! Guilt and in- 


nocence ſo often wear the fame afpe&, 


that far from fearing the ſeeret emiſſaries 
who may be placed to obſerve my con- 


duct, I only nenn 
the truth, a 


& To thee, Dinarbas, we owe the tran- 
quillity of the empire i and in thy ſriend- 
ſhip I have found more than a recon» 
7 penſe ̃ 
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penſe for all my ſcarches after bappineſß; 
but how can I eſtimate the felicity that is $ 
promiſed me in the ſociety of my Zilia! A 
felicity which was once beyond my hopes, ; 


but without which, 1 now could not exiſt, 


I remember that I had formerly with Ne- 
kayah a long debate on marriage, in which 
we could not decide whether early or late 
unions, whether ſympathy. or reaſon were 
moſt conducive to conjugal happineſs: 
we. have, by a ſingular courſe of events, 
been permitted to enjoy at once theſe op- 
poſite advantages: the warmeſt affection 
has been confirmed by the ſevereſt trials 2 
ſurely we have before us the faireſt pro- 
ſpect, a proſpect to which neither intereſt- 
ed views, nor tranſitory paſſion can lay 
claim. 


A In this, ſaid the aſtronomer, © your 
vinues are rewarded; he who wants- 
s firmnes 
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firmneſs deſerves not ſuccelks 8 can 
be no enemy to chat love, which is faund- 
ed on virtue, and fupported by con- 
ſtancy.“ 2 
The nuptials of Raſſelas and Zilia, Di- 

narbas and Nekayah, were celebrated with- 
out oſtentatious magnificence, but with a 
dignity becoming their rank. The poor 
had the greateſt ſhare in the rejoicings, be- 
cauſe the ſuperfluous treaſures, conſumed 
on fimilar occaſions, were diſtributed | 
among them. It was decided that Di- 
narbas ſhould in a few weeks conduct 

back the army of the ſultan into his do- 
minions; that he ſhould, with Nekayah, 
fix his reſidence in Servia, but that their 
viſits to Abiſſinia ſhould be frequent. 
Pekuah was to accompany the princeſs, 
and the aſtronomer, delighted in vary- 
ing che ſcene, ſince he had taſted the 
charms 
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charms of ſociety, begged leave wife. 

the ſtates of Dinarbas, who, with Ne- 

kayah, gladly acceded to his propoſal : his 

| knowledge and his" virtues made them, 
revere him as a father. 


Raſſelas concluded an aftiance, ao: 5 
five and defenſwe, with the ſultan; repaid 
the expences of the troops, and graced 


the officers with diſtinguiſhed marks of 
his favour. | | | 


; tia Ronoured and . by 

his ſon and ſovereign, applied all his care 
to form the Abiſſinian army. Imlac was 
no leſs attentive to the inſtitutions of 
Raſſelas, for promoting learning in his 
dominions: both enjoyed the confidence 


of the monarch: but neither did Amal- 


phis receive the memorials of the officers 

of the army, nor Imlac the dedications of 
the poets: every matter was firſt refer- 
| red 
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red to the emperor, ho conſulted thoſe, 
whom he had .appdinted to be the heads | 
of the ſeveral departments of the ſtate, 
before he gave his anſwer,” but did not 
always' * ens to their Judge 


ON 


2 lia * ky in . buſi⸗ 
neſs; ; her yoice often directed eſtabliſh- 
ments of charity, and her taſte frequently 
decided on che protection to, be given to 
r ; 
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bee gaiety, and rational amuſe - 
ments, were introduced by her into the 
court of Abiſſinia; her dreſs was ſimple 
and elegant, and conſiſted of the manu- 
factures of the country: ſhe diſtinguiſhed 
no woman as her favourite, but ſhewed 
peculiar regard to all thoſe whoſe con- 
duct was exemplary, without affectation, 
and whoſe minds were well informed, 
Ans without 
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without vain ions to a diſplay of 
learning. Her beneficence was extended 
to all, and if ſhe ſhewed any partiality, it 
was to the orphans and widows of thoſe 
who had ſerved their country in battle; 
for ſhe did not forget that ſhe was the 
daughter of Amalphis: ſhe knew: the 
heartfelt miſery of that diſappointed hope 
and poverty, which honeſt. pride forbids 
to own; the lot of many families, whoſe 
chiefs have bravely ſupported che honour 
of their prince and 3 5 
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EFORE the departure of Diarbas 

and Nekayah, Raſſelas and his friends | 
ade a viſit to the happy valley. The 
prince and his ſiſter wiſhed to review 
thoſe ſcenes, which had bern to them the 
objects of ſatiety at one timt, and of un- 
eaſineſs at another; they returned to every 
ſpot which remembrance had dignified, 
and rejoiced to contemplate : thoſe ſitua- 
tions which were once Fan to their | 
imagination. HIT -£87vV1i ff 


Raſſclas had only one back left, 0 
youth whoſe, education he recommended 

do the care of Imlac: he freed the Prins | 
ceſſes, his ſiſters, from the confinement of 
Ao * MN a the 
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the n and gave them oerififica 
either to remain there, c or return with him 
to Gonthar. He commanded the maſſy 
gates that, cloſed. the, entrance of the val- 
ley to be deſtroyed; the dancers, muſi- * 
 ciahe ac other profefiors'of arts, merely 
of aiuſetrient,. to be/flifinifled with pen- 
hw, « and LN to be granted to all. 
i 19908 wil is 2 7 

The n followed by his ls 
nions, led Zilia to the entrance of the ca- 
vern, through which he had firſt made his 
eſcape. « Cotſider this cavity,” faid he, 
« and think what tuft be the grateful - 
traniſports that glow in my breaſt ; 
| Nekayah! Imlac! Pekuah! is not our 
ſearch rewarded? Let us return thanks 
fo Heaven for having inſpired us with 
that active deſire of knowledge, and con- 
tempt of indolence, that have bleſſed us 
with inſtruction, with friendſhip, and with 
Rh love! 
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love! It is true Mat we Have Been fin 


few can expect, like us, to have their 
fondeſt wiſhes crowned with ſuicceſs; but 
even when our proſpe 


ferent, our ſearch after happineſs had 
taught us reſignation : let us therefore 
warn others againft viewing the world as 
a ſeene of inevitable mifery. Much is to 
be ſuffered in our journey throügi Efe; 
but conſcious virtue, active fortitude, the 
balm of ſympathy, and ſubmiſſion to the 
Divine Will, can ſupport us through the 
painful trial. With them every , ſtation 


is the beſt ; without them proſperity is a 


feveriſh dream, and pleaſure a poiſoned 
' cos , 10 

« Youth will vaniſh; health will decay, 
beauty fade, and ſtrength ſink into im- 
becility ; but if we haye enjoyed their ad- 
_ vantages, 
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vantages, let us not ſay there is no good; 
becauſe the good in this world is not 
permanent: none but the guilty are ex- 
cluled from at leaſt temporary happineſs; 
and if he whoſe imagination js lively, and 
whoſe- heart glows with ſenſibility, is more 
ſubject than others to-poignant grief and, 
maddening diſappointment, ſurely be will 
confeſs that he has moments of ecſtacy 
and conſolatory reflection aaf hn. 
for al his . ne 


5 „14 us now return t to che buſy 5 
of action where we are called, and endea- 
| vour, 'by the exerciſe of our ſeveral du- 
ties, to deſerve a continuation of the bleſ- 
fings which Providence has granted, and - 
on the uſe of which ed all our Pre. 


ſent, all our 5 
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